Epicurus’s Birthday: The 7th, 10th, or 20th of Gamelion? A
Mystery Solved

Abstract

The date of Epicurus's birth has been a source of confusion and debate since at least the 1800s; however,
the evidence for a clear and consistent date has been in plain view all along.

There are good reasons to accept that the date of Epicurus's birth in Apollodorus' Chronicle referenced
by Diogenes Laertius in The Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers (LOEP 10.14) should be
translated as "in the seventh month of Gamelion" and not "on the seventh day of the month of Gamelion"
as numerous scholars have proposed.

Additionally, it has been shown that tfj Tpotépa dekdtn tod apnAidvog in Epicurus's Will refers to the
20th day of the lunar cycle in the ancient Athenian calendar and not to the tenth day of the month. A
more literal translation would be "on 'the earlier tenth' of Gamelion."

In light of these corrections to the interpretation of the texts, there is reason to accept, with a high degree
of confidence, that Epicurus's birthday was customarily celebrated annually on Gamelion 20 because
that was his actual birthday. It is to this "Annual Feast of the 20th" (gikdda dewviCov éviadsiov) to
which Philodemus was inviting Piso in Epigram 11.44 in the Greek Anthology. It follows that the
decision to choose the 20th of each month as the date for the monthly assembly of Epicurus's students
would be in keeping with other monthly observances of the “birthdays” of “divine beings” in the
Athenian calendar. In fact, Pliny the Elder, in his Natural History (35.2), states explicitly that Epicurus's
birthday was celebrated every 20th of the month.

Furthermore, since the ancient Athenian month of Gamelion most closely matches January in the current
Gregorian calendar, an optimal choice for modern Epicureans to keep to the spirit of Epicurus's Will
would be to celebrate Epicurus’s Birthday on January 20 every year. If a "movable feast day" is desired
to more closely adhere to the ancient calendar, one can use a reconstructed Ancient Athenian calendar
such as the Hellenic Month Established Per Athens to celebrate the event on Gamelion 20.



Introduction

The date of Epicurus's birth has been a source of confusion and debate since at least the 1800s;
however, the evidence for a clear and consistent date appears to have been in plain view all along.

The ancient Athenians had various ways of timekeeping including two concurrently-running
calendars: the festival calendar and the prytany calendar. There was also an Olympiad, a four-year cycle.
The year was also considered to begin around the time of the Summer Solstice, not in midwinter as the
modern calendar. The festival or civic calendar was used to determine the dates of festivals, both large
and small, and other monthly, annual, and regular observances. The festival calendar had twelve months
of 29 or 30 days each and years were designated by the eponymous archon' who presided over the
Assembly during that time period. Each archon held the office for one year. The prytany calendar was an
administrative calendar tied to the prytany or administrative council of the Athenian assembly. This
calendar had ten months of 35 to 38 days each and was used primarily to keep track of financial
transactions as proposed by the Boule and approved by the Ekklesia (Assembly). This is just a summary
of the complex system of time-keeping used in ancient Greece. Entire books and whole academic
careers have been built on this subject. Our focus will be the festival calendar as that is the calendar by
which the birthdays of Plato, Aristotle, and Epicurus are all noted in Diogenes Laertius’s The Lives and

Opinions of Eminent Philosophers (LOEP) and other works.

It has been consistently accepted that Epicurus was born on the island of Samos to Athenian
parents in the month of Gamelion in the third year of the 109th Olympiad during the archonship of
Sosigenés (342-341 BCE). However, it is the specific day of the month that has been a source of debate.

What was Gamelion?

Gamelion, known as “the month of marriage” (Parke, 104), was the seventh month of the ancient
Athenian festival calendar. Each city-state (polis) had its own names for the twelve lunar months. The
chart below provides four different city-states’ calendars as given by Robert Hannah in “Ancient Greek

Calendars.”

Table 139.2 The lunar calendars of Athens, Delphi, Delos, and Phokis

Athens
Hekatombaion
Metageitnion
Boedromion
Pyanepsion
Maimakterion
Poseideon
Gamelion
Anthesterion
Elaphebolion
Mounichion
Thargelion
Skirophorion

Delphi
Apellaios
Boukatios
Boathoos
Heraios
Daidaphorios
Poitropios
Amalios
Bysios
Theoxenios
Endyspoitropios
Herakleios
Ilaios

! hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eponymous_archon

Delos
Hekatombaion
Metageitnion
Bouphonion
Apatourion
Aresion
Posideon
Lenaion
Hieros
Galaxion
Artemision
Thargelion
Panemos

Phokis
Tenth
Eleventh
Twelfth
First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eponymous_archon

Although Gamelion was the seventh month of the Athenian calendar, the reader will note that the
name is not used in any of the other four examples. Epicurus was an Athenian citizen even though he
was born in that polis’s colony on Samos. Therefore, his birthday was determined by that polis’s
calendar. Gamelion’s status as the seventh month is well-documented in the Athenian calendar, both in
antiquity and in modern scholarship.

Gamelion was based on the lunar cycle so it corresponds in the modern Gregorian calendar to
thirty days that usually start around early January but can sometimes run through early February,
depending on the cycles of the moon. The first month, Hekatombaion, began each year around the first
New Moon after the Summer Solstice. Therefore, Gamelion would occur seven months later in
midwinter.

Was Epicurus born on the seventh day of the month of Gamelion or during
the month of Gamelion, the seventh month?

The pertinent passage under discussion is LOEP 10.14 (using the Greek of Hicks at the Perseus
Digital Library):

"EyevviiOn 8¢, onoiv AToALOdmpog &v Xpovikoic, Katd TO Tpitov 10 THg vATNG Kol KOTOOTHG
‘Oloumadog €mit Zootyévoug dpyovtog unvog younii@dvog podun,...

"So, he was born, says Apollodorus in (his) Chronicle, during the third year of the 109th Olympiad in
the archonship of Sosigenes unvog younii@dvog £fooun,...

In fact, it is the final three words that are of most interest to the current discussion:

UNVOS younA@vog £RSou,...

unvoc = genitive singular of 6 ufv “month” (Attic form of peic, masculine, 3rd declension)
younldvog = genitive singular of I'apnAiov “Gamelion” (masculine, 3rd declension)
EBooun = dative feminine singular of €Bdopoc “seventh”

The first two words in that selection, being in the genitive case, would appear to be best
interpreted as the use of the genitive of time. In this case, those words would be translated as “during/in
the month of Gamelion.” However, there appears to be controversy among scholars as to the form and
meaning of the final word as well as a difference among the manuscripts themselves.

As a starting point, we can examine at least three manuscripts directly from digitized copies
available online:
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Here, on line 4 about % of the way from the left margin, one can spot pnvog younAiwvog... in
codex Parisinus gr. 1758 known as P, from the 14th/15th century, on Folio 218r.> However the last word

in the phrase takes the form of
o~
&Sy e

£vdounc (with the superscript at the end appearing to be a contraction of -ng per several sources®). This
would appear to be, according to LSJ, a declined form of ebdopog which is a Boeotian dialect form for
gBoopog "seventh."

Directly below is this line as it appears in codex Laurentianus LXIX. 35 (14th c.) known as H.*
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The first image is the beginning of the line with the folio ending with pnvdg yaunAt and ending at
the top of Folio 218v with duog éBd6ung (with the ending again supplied by the superscript "<)
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This version above is from the line in codex Parisinus gr. 1758 (14th or 15th c.) known as Q, Folio 185.°
Here we also have pnvog yopuniwvog £B60ung again with a superscript providing the ending.

Zh Lli nf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8470453h/f447 .item

3htt s//schmldhauser us/tools/rgl/rgreekl2. df #789 and

h . i
4htt //mss bmlonllne it/s.aspx?ld= AWOItZA2I1A4r7GxMME1&c Laertlus%20D|o enes#/oro/446
® https://gallica.bnf fr/ark:/12148/btv1b107231783/f185



https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b107231783/f185
http://mss.bmlonline.it/s.aspx?Id=AWOItZA2I1A4r7GxMME1&c=Laertius%20Diogenes#/oro/446
https://schmidhauser.us/tools/rgl/rgreekl2.pdf
https://vuntblog.blogspot.com/2013/07/abbreviations-in-greek-minuscule.html
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8470453h/f447.item

So, one can see that at least manuscripts P, H, and Q all have genitive ¢Bdoung/€vdoung and not
Hicks’ dative €Bo6un. This was also noted as early as 1887 by Hermann Usener in his Epicurea.
Unfortunately, he, too, transliterated that last word the same as Hicks’ £Bd6un°®:

15 ‘Evevynon b€, pnoiv "AmoArédwpog év Xpovikoig, kata T0 Tpi-
TOV €10¢ THE €vdTtng kai éxatooric Ohvumadog émi Zworyévoug
dpyovrog unvdg yaunhivog €Bdoun, Ereaiv Uotepov thg TTAdTtwvog
TEAELUTRS émTta. Umdpyovra & adTdv érdv dlo xal Tpidkovra mpw- 15

However, Usener also adds a footnote:

B | é&v ypovikoig om Ff|| 16 évdarnc] 8 Ff | owonyévoug F || 17 inter
unvdg et Ti¢ uacuum spatium unius et quod excedit uersus relique-
rat B! wamuledvog €BdOuN . .. éreqv_Gatepov suppleuit B2 | épdoun

2: ¢BdouNc FPQHI|| 18 '] 8¢ Ff | B xal A F | mptov é&v BPQH:

Userner’s note concerning line 17 reads (translated from Latin):

"|| 17 between pnvoc and tii¢ there is one empty space, and what is left in verse B' mamviedvog EBS6un.
... &teowv Dotepov supplied B? | £BSoun B*: £B66ung FPQHT ||

So, Usener seems to be saying that manuscript B? had eBdopun (again, not dative) while
manuscripts F, P, Q, and Hf had £Bd6unc. Since I do not have access to a digitized copy of B, I have no
idea to what mamviewvog refers. It appears to possibly be a misreading, a scribal error, or a
mistransliteration in B, because gamélionos “during Gamelion” is clearly present in P, H, and Q above.
Usener implies that at least four manuscripts support £B36ung and only B? supports the alternative
spelling which is also not dative.

It should be noted that in other places in LOEP, Diogenes Laertius consistently uses a dative
construction for stating “the Xth day of [month Y].” If the dative is not used here (i.e., the genitive or
even nominative instead), that is likely a noteworthy discrepancy. This discrepancy has been noted by
other scholars who convincingly imbue it with significance.

Two examples of Diogenes Laertius' use of the dative ordinal day will suffice and also provide us

with another interesting wrinkle in reading the phrase in Book 10 as “the seventh day of the month of
Gamelion.” In LOEP 3.2, we read:
Apollodorus in his Chronology fixes the date of Plato's birth in the 88th Olympiad, on the seventh day of
Thargelion (Oopyniidvog éfooun), the same day on which the Delians say that Apollo himself was born.
(Hicks, 1925)

There are several interesting points to note here:

1. The word for "month" is conspicuously absent in this phrasing due to its redundancy. The
word is already implied by the name of the month itself in question, Thargelion, the
eleventh month.



https://archive.org/details/HermannUsenerEpicurea1887/page/366/mode/1up

a. This is the same for Aristotle’s birth date in LOEP 2.44, quoting Apollodorus
again: @apynldvog &kt (6th of Thargelion)
1. The fact that this quote is also from Apollodorus is significant as well.
One would assume similar constructions throughout his work.
2. Diogenes goes to pains to point out that the seventh day was important for celebrating a
festival of Apollo.

Parke, in The Festivals of the Athenians, also agrees that the 7th of Thargelion was the Delian
celebration of the birth of Apollo; however, Parke also notes throughout his work that the 7th of every
month was sacred to Apollo. If Epicurus was born on the 7th of Gamelion, it seems odd that Diogenes
Laertius would not have mentioned this fact in that location or that Apollodorus would not have
mentioned it in his text.

We now turn our attention to scholars other than Usener who have noted problems with
interpreting the phrase unmvog youndvog £Booung as “[born] on the seventh day of the month of
Gamelion.” Lewis (1969) unequivocally states that “Gamelion is the seventh month of the Attic year and
the numeral is a gloss.” Algra (1999) also states definitively that Epicurus “was born on the twentieth of
the month of Gamelion (24 January 341)” with a footnote: “The debate over the exact date of
[Epicurus’s] birth was definitively resolved by Alpers 1968.” Alpers 1968 is a reference to Klaus
Alpers’ paper “Epikurs Geburtstag” wherein he dismisses the seventh day of Gamelion almost
out-of-hand since he goes on to “definitively” establish Gamelion 20 as Epicurus’s birthday.

It does appear from all the evidence that unvog yapnaidvog £Bd6ung should be interpreted as
“during the seventh month of Gamelion” or, more literally, “during the month of Gamelion, (during) the
seventh (month).” Whether this is from the hand of Apollodorus himself or whether the “seventh” is a
gloss from a later scribe, one cannot ascertain for certain. Could the seventh have been simply a numeral
that was later written out fully? The different forms of the Attic and Boeotian ordinal number are
intriguing, especially since Boeotia didn’t use Gamelion as the name of one of their months. The seventh
month for them was Hippodromios, therefore a gloss describing Gamelion as “the seventh month”
would make sense. However, speculation is in many ways irrelevant due to the strength of the argument
for Epicurus having been born on Gamelion 20.

We will next look at the widespread misinterpretation of the phrase ) mpotépq dexarn in
Epicurus’s Will to put to rest the idea that a possible birth date was Gamelion 10.

Misinterpretation of tTn mpotépa dekatn

In his Will (LOEP 10.18), Epicurus sets out the days of various celebrations to be observed
within the Epicurean school after his death. One of those is his annual birthday celebration:
Koi NUiv €ig Vv eibiopévny dyecbot yevéOAov nuépav £kdotov EToug 1] TpoTépa dekdtr ToD
TopnAdvog, domep Kai €ig TV YvOpEVNV GUVOJOV EKAGTOV UNVOG TATG EIKACT TGV GUUPIAOGOPOVVIMOV
NUIV €1 TV AV T€ Kol MNTPod®dPov <UVAUNV> KOTOTETOYUEVIV.
“And for the customary celebration of my birthday every year on *the earlier tenth* of Gamelion, and
likewise for the assembly of my disciples which takes place on the twentieth of each month, having been
established (in recollection) for myself and Metrodorus.” (Bailey, with edits and emphasis added).



Bailey, Hicks, and many other scholars simply translated the phrase tfj Tpotépa dexdn as “on the
tenth day,” completely ignoring the significance of mpotépq within the phrase. Note also that the phrase
is in the dative, just like the dative ordinal dates discussed above.

Each day in an Athenian lunar calendar month had a specific name in addition to a simple
ordinal designation, here is a list excerpted from Pritchett (2001, p. xiii):

1. vouvunuia

&
2. Bevtépa LoTap€vou, €o1orTos B
3.  Tpimn loTapévou, éodiTos Y
4. TeTpas ioTapdvou, EodiTos &
5. wWEpTTN loTapévou, EoLovTos 5
6. €xTn LoTapévou, éoidrTos 5
1. €PBoun ioTauévov, égidvtos '
8. oybon ioTapévou, éaudiTos n
9. évartn woTapévov, EqidvTos B
10. &exatn LoTapérouw, cqwdvtos E
11. €vBexam La’
12,  BwdexdTn g’
13.  Tpitn éni &éxa Ly
14. TeTpas émi &ka 15
15. weépwmy ém &€ka, Suyxopmia (IG I 6) e’
16. €Kk n ém O€xa g
17. EpBoun émi &ka T
18. oyBon ém &ka o’
19. é€vamm ém Héxa 9’

20. eikds, eikooTr, SexdTn WpoTEpa, SekdTT TpOTEpPALA K

21. Bexartn dblvorTos, BexdTn LoTEpa, BewdTn dmdrTos Kt

22. évarn dBlvovTos, peT eikdbas, amdvTos k0’

23. ovybon dbivovTos, pet’ elxalas, amovTos KT

24. €Pbopn dbivovTos, peT eikdbas, amovTos K

25. €k dBlvovTos, peT' elkdbas, amdvTos kg

26. weépwTn dbivorTos, pet’ eikabasg, amovros KE

27. Tetpias dBivovrTog, peT’ eikdbas, amovTos KO

28. TpiTn dbivorTos, pet’ eikadas, amovtos Ky’

29. (full month) Bevrépa dBlvorTtos, pet’ eikdbag, dmdvtos «f”

30. &m kal véa, AnpnTpLds A



As can be seen, the 20th had various names within the ancient Athenian calendar including “the
earlier tenth” dexdn mpotépa. The other names of the 20th will be familiar to Epicureans since gikdg is
the name of the monthly 20th assembly (gixéot being the form in Epicurus's Will).

The month was divided into three sections of ten days each in relation to the waxing, full, and
waning moon, although some months had 30 and others 29 days. Merritt (1974) also provides lists of the
names of the days in his work which coincides with Pritchett’s. Pritchett and Merritt had a bitter
academic rivalry, but each were in agreement on this list of names for the 20th day of the lunar cycle.

In fact, Pritchett substantiates this with several other citations throughout his works. In his
Athenian Calendars and Ekklesias, p. 56, one reads:

Aristophanes Clouds 1131 gives the count as €ikds, vVOTEpa €LKdAS. At

Erythrai, the 20th day was designated as mpoT€pa (without dekaTn): F.
Graf, Nordionische Kulte (1985) 195. The eikds was sacred to Apollo, be-
ing the day on which he was born: Ety. Mag. 298.1. For a decree of the Ei-
kadels, see IG 112 1258 (324/3 B.C.). Eikddios was an epithet of Apollo,
see Wernicke, RE s.v. (1895) 50.60-66. The son of Apollo was Elkddios.

In Pritchett’s work on the Choiseul Marble, there is a note on p. 24 that reads:

To maintain that the abandonment of stoichedon order and the crowding of letters constitute
arguments for a lack of available space is to misunderstand completely the inferior workmanship
of the Ionic mason. What would this factor have to do, for example, with variation in the height
of letter forms? I deduce that the mason was non-Athenian from the fact that in all Athenian
inscriptions the regular way to refer to the Guenfieth day of a month was by the phase dekate
protera; this 1s what the Attic mason use . 1he Ionic mason, however, inscribed the
=phrase“on the bwentietl day of the month,” the only use of such a phrase I know of in all
official Attic inscriptions. The Ionic mason was not familiar with the regular way to indicate
days in the Athenian calendar. The word eikoste has been restored elsewhere, but without
warrant.
® There are only three possibilities: Erechtheis, Kekropis, and Antiochis.

There is simply no question that Epicurus is clearly saying that his customary or usual birthday
celebration is on the 20th day - “the earlier tenth/dekate protera” - of Gamelion. We have already
addressed the controversy surrounding the seventh of Gamelion, and this adherence to the text’s tfj
nmpotépa dekdrn definitively puts to rest the proposition that the 10th of Gamelion is a contender for the
date of Epicurus’s birth.

Some scholars have recognized the significance of tf) mpotépa dexdtn, including Alpers (1968).
Bailey (1926, p. 410) provided the following commentary:

T TPOTEPQ. OEKOTH. SC KT LoTouévov as opposed to dexatn pbivovrog Cic. de Fin. I1 31. 101 ff makes
a severe attack on Epicurus for these provisions for the celebration of his memory: id testimonio cavebit
is qui nobis quasi oraculum ediderit nihil ad nos pertinere post mortem? The answer would probably be
that Epicurus did not suppose that such celebrations would affect him, but thought it would be valuable
to the coming generations of his disciples to keep his memory fresh. From the festival on the 20th
Athenaeus says that the Epicureans were known as the eixadiorol.



Bailey appears to recognize the three “10th’s” since he references tn npotépq dekarn (“the
earlier tenth” or 20th day), dexdtn ictapévov (“the tenth waxing” or 10th day), and dexdrn @Bivovtog
(“later tenth” or 21st when the moon was waning). However, he appears to have failed to recognize the
significance of this when he translated it simply as “on the tenth of Gamelion” in his text.

Before are several examples of translations of these terms within other ancient Greek texts to
substantiate the fact that Epicurus was unequivocally saying his birthday was celebrated on Gamelion
20:

Andocides, On the Mysteries, 1.1217

“[121] i 8¢ pn, &y® émdkdoopat.” yvous tadta KaAliog Aayydvel T@ viel T® £ovtod Th¢ EmKANnpov, i
deKaTn loTAUEVOD, Tva U Emdikdompal ym. Toig 6 elkdot, puotnpiolg TovTolg, dovg Kneioio yiiiog
dpayuag Evoeikvuot e kai gig TOv dydva todtov Kabictnoty.

[121] As soon as Callias learned of this, he entered a claim for the girl in his son's name, on the tenth of
the month, to prevent me from obtaining an order. Soon after the twentieth, during the Mysteries which
are just over, he gives Cephisius a thousand drachmae, gets an information lodged against me, and
involves me in today's trial.

Plutarch, Alexander, 76.2°

[2] 1] €lkadL Aovcdpevog Taiy €Buoe v eiBopévny Buciov Kol Katakeipevog €v 1@ Aovtpdvi 101G Tepl
Néapyov éoyodralev, Akpomduevog T Tepl TOV TAODV Kol TV peydAnv Bdlottav. tf) dekdtn eOivovtog
TOOTO TOW oG LAALOV dveAEXON, kal TV vOKTO Bapémg Eoye, Kol TNV Emodoay Nuépay EnHPETTE
opOdpa, Kol PHeEToPOElg KOTEKELTO TTapa THV HeEYAANV KoAvuPnOpav, 6te o1 101G 1yepoct diehéyon mepl
TAV EPNUOV NYEHOVING TAEEWDV, OTMOC KATAOTNOMGL SOKILAGOVTEC.

[2] On the twentieth, after bathing again, he performed his customary sacrifice; and lying in the
bathing-room he devoted himself to Nearchus, listening to his story of his voyage and of the great sea.
The twenty-first he spent in the same way and was still more inflamed, and during the night he was in a
grievous plight, and all the following day his fever was very high. So he had his bed removed and lay by
the side of the great bath, where he conversed with his officers about the vacant posts in the army, and
how they might be filled with experienced men.

Cicero notes’ that Epicurus’ heirs, “Amynochus and Timocrates, shall after consultation with
Hermarchus assign a sufficient sum to celebrate his birthday every year in the month of Gamelion, and
also on the twentieth day of every month shall assign a sum for a banquet to his fellow-students in
philosophy, in order to keep alive the memory of himself and of Metrodorus.”

Amynomachus et Timocrates, heredes sui, de Hermarchi sententia dent quod satis sit ad diem agendum
natalem suum quotannis mense Gamelione, itemque omnibus mensibus vicesimo die lunae dent ad
eorum epulas qui una secum philosophati sint, ut et sui et Metrodori memoria colatur. See Cicero, De
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum 11 :101-102 (Rackham, LCL).

9 i1? = =
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The annual celebration of Epicurus's birth on Gamelion 20 was undoubtedly the event to which
Philodemus was inviting Lucius Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus, the father-in-law of Julius Caesar, in his
famous epigram:

To-morrow, dearest Piso, your friend, beloved by the Muses, who keeps our annual feast of the twentieth
invites you to come after the ninth hour to his simple cottage. If you miss udders and draughts of Chian
wine, you will see at least sincere friends and you will hear things far sweeter than the land of the
Phaeacians. But if you ever cast your eyes on me, Piso, we shall celebrate the twentieth richly instead of
simply."’

adpov gic Mty og kKahada, pidtate Ileicwv,

€€ €vanc €Alkel LOVGOPIANG ETPOG,

€lKKd00, demvilmv gvionctov: €1 0 dmoieiyelg

ovBata kai Bpopiov yloyeviy mpoémooty,

AL ETdpoug dyel Tovainbiag, AL’ Emakovon

Goamkwv yoing movAd pelypoTepa:

fiv 8¢ mote oTpéync kal £¢ Nuéag dppota, Ieicwv,

&Eopev &k Mriic gikddo motépny."!

Additionally, Pliny the Elder in his Natural History, Book 35.2, states (emphasis added):

Thus it is that we possess the portraits of no living individuals, and leave behind us the pictures of our
wealth, not of our persons.

And yet the very same persons adorn the pal@stra and the anointing-room with portraits of athletes, and
both hang up in their chamber and carry about them a likeness of Epicurus. On the twentieth day of
each moon they celebrate his birthday by a sacrifice, and keep his festival. known as the "Icas," every
month: and these too, people who wish to live without being known! So it is, most assuredly, our
indolence has lost sight of the arts, and since our minds are destitute of any characteristic features, those
of our bodies are neglected also."

There is a footnote to Pliny’s text from the translator, John Bostock, that reads: In reality,
[Epicurus’s] birth-day was not on the twentieth day of any month; but, for some reason which is not
known, he fixed upon this day.—B. He was born on the seventh day of the month Gamelion. This strikes
me as the height of academic hubris in that a scholar writing in the mid-19th century and so far removed
from the early first century CE assumes that he knows more than Pliny the Elder, who actually lived
contemporaneously with Epicureans and no doubt knew some members of that school personally.

eifwopévny and Gonep

Having established to a high degree of confidence that Epicurus celebrated his birthday on the
20th day of Gamelion (during the seventh month), we should address the implications for this on the
monthly observance of the 20th as the day on which the members of the Epicurean school met to

19 English translation: :
" Greek source: http://data.perseus.org/citations/urn:cts:areekLit:tlg7000.tlg001.perseus-grc4:11.44
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remember Metrodorus and to celebrate the birthday of Epicurus. It's interesting to note that <pvnunv>
"remember" — according to Bailey (p. 411) — "was restored by Aldobrandinus from the corresponding
words of Cicero" (de Finibus, 2.31): ut et sui et Metrodori memoria colatur.

Recall that in his Will that Epicurus wrote:

Kol NUiv €ig Vv eibiopévny dyecbot yevéOAov Nuépav Ekdotov ETovg 1] TPoTEPQ dEKATT TOD
TopmMdvog, domep Kai €i¢ TV YIVOREVIV GVUVOJOV EKAGTOVL UNVOG TATG EIKACT TGV GUUPIAOGOPOVVIMOV
NUIV €1 TV HUAOV T€ Kol MNTPoddPov <UVAUNV> KOTOTETOYUEVV.

Bailey translated i0iocuévnyv as "customary," and domep as "likewise." I would argue that the
nuances of those words provide more clues to both the date of Epicurus's birthday as well as why the
monthly 20th was established.

eibhopévny is more literally something like "having-been-ACCUSTOM-ed" which is very
clumsy English but provides more nuance. Epicurus is writing that, over time, he and his students have
become accustomed to celebrating his birthday on Gamelion 20, tf] Tpotépa dekdrn tod opniidvoc.
The emphasis to me seems to be on the celebrating. It is a tradition that has become established. I can
see no other reason for a tradition to become established than that is the day on which Epicurus was
actually born.

The fact that it is connected grammatically and thematically to his discussing the monthly 20th
also leads me to believe that the 20th was established because the "20th" of the month became "sacred"
(in the broadest sense) to Epicurus. Just like the seventh was sacred to Apollo, the fourth to Aphrodite,
and so on, each god had a day on which they were considered to have been born. That day each month
was then sacred to that god. Epicurus was spoken of as almost god-like by his students (see the hymns to
Epicurus in Lucretius, for example), so it follows that his birth date each month would take on special
significance for his students.

One can ask why the day was also dedicated to Metrodorus? Maybe Metrodorus was also born or
died on a 20th. There's no way to tell now. However, due to the fact that Metrodorus would have been
appointed Epicurus's successor had he not died before Epicurus, it makes sense to me that Epicurus
wanted to share a commemorative day with him. It seems that Epicurus losing Metrodorus would have
been (to Epicurus) akin to the Garden losing Epicurus himself.

The word domnep is also significant in establishing this link between the annual and monthly 20th
celebrations. As mentioned above, Bailey uses "likewise" in his translation, but dGonep is a way of
comparing two topics. It is a strengthened form of @g "thus, so" meaning something like ""indeed just
as" or "just exactly like." So, that section of his Will could be paraphrased:

Celebrate my birthday on the 20th of Gamelion as we've been doing, just exactly like we assemble
together on the 20th of every month to remember Metrodorus and me (as the leaders of this school).

Translating the ancient 20th to the modern calendar

Since the ancient Athenian month of Gamelion most closely matches January in the current
Gregorian calendar (shifting one or two weeks forward and back), an optimal choice for modern
Epicureans to keep to the spirit of Epicurus's Will would be to celebrate Epicurus’s Birthday on January
20 every year. This maintains the 20th as a "sacred" commemoration on the month occuring midwinter.
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For those wanting a feast that more closely matches the lunar cycles of the ancient calendar, one
can use a reconstructed Ancient Athenian calendar such as the Hellenic Month Established Per Athens"
but Gamelion 20 should be used as the day.

Conclusion

It is nearly impossible to provide a specific modern Gregorian date to an event that happened in
antiquity. The variable days, chronologies, and simply the vast stretch of time make calculations like that
almost sure to fail to one degree or another. Saying that Julius Caesar died on March 15 because he died
on the Ides of March'* is a convenient shorthand at best. We understandably want to put historical events
in a context significant to us, but history has no such obligation to accommodate our desires.

However, when we have dates given in reference to the calendar actually used in ancient times,
we can place that date within the context of the event's contemporary culture. Knowing an event took
place on a day in Gamelion or in Thargelion or on the Idus Martiae may not mean much to us; but, to the
people who lived through it, it was as readily comprehensible to them as it is to us when we say in the
United States that we're celebrating the Fourth of July.

We are fortunate to have as much information as we do concerning the birth of Epicurus, let
alone enough information for it to be debated. That said, the ancient textual references, the volumes of
scholarship, and the corrected interpretations all clearly point to Epicurus being born on the 20th day of
Gamelion during the third year of the 109th Olympiad when Sosigen&s held the archonship in Athens.
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