"Mars Being Disarmed by Venus" - Jacques-Louis
David

Post by “Cassius” of March 18, 2019 at 7:38 PM

I've never heard of this work of art before today , but it sure brings to mind the invocation in
Book 1 of Lucretius!

Since Thou alone dost govern Nature’s laws, and nothing without Thee can rise to light, without
Thee nothing can look gay or lovely; | beg Thee a companion to my lays, which now | sing of
Nature, ..... Mean time, the bloody tumults of the war by sea and land compose, and lay asleep.
For Thou alone mankind with quiet peace canst bless; because ‘tis Mars Armipotent that rules
the bloody tumults of the war, and He by everlasting pains of love bound fast, tastes in Thy lap
most sweet repose, turns back his smooth long neck, and views thy charms, and greedily sucks
love at both his eyes. Supinely as he rests his very soul hangs on thy lips; this God dissolv'd in
ease, in the soft moments when thy heavenly limbs cling round him, melting with eloquence
caress, great Goddess, and implore a peace for Rome.
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