
"And With These We Especially Do Battle, And
Rebuke Them, As Well As Hating Them For A
Disposition Which Follows Their Disordered
Congenital Nature...."
Post by “Cassius” of March 26, 2026 at 11:03 AM

The following is a quotation translated by David Sedley from Epicurus' On Nature 34.21-2. It
comes from Sedley's discussion of "Downward Causation" in how the mind itself can influence
the atoms. There are numerous implications that can be drawn from it but to my observation
it's not a well-known quote so I therefore give this its own thread. The clip comes from Sedley's
"Epicurean Anti-Reductionism" page 319.

Post by “Patrikios” of April 5, 2026 at 6:08 PM
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Quote

Their failures, he says, are caused by themselves — selves which are not identical with
their constituent atoms (2-3). Some of their actions and attitudes are not caused by
their atomic nature but by certain acquired states, or “ developments ” (
ἀπογεγεννημένα, a key term in the entire book; 6-9). These special acquired states
are the source of their behavioural autonomy (15-18), and immediately exert an
influence on their atoms * (18-19).

Cassius

So, are theses “certain acquired states” describing each individual person/animal unique
makeup or personality; or does this also include consideration of a person’s attitude, emotional
state, or focused intentions?

Post by “Cassius” of April 5, 2026 at 8:04 PM

My first reaction would be 'both' - given that the context seems to be that he is considering
things for which we are responsible , and everything that you're listing seems to be at least
somewhat arising from our own choices.
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