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Welcome to Episode 322 of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius,
who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the most complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy
left to us from the ancient world. Each week we walk you through the Epicurean texts, and we
discuss how Epicurean philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview
attractive, we invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com, where we
discuss this and all of our podcast episodes.
   
This week we start are continuing our series reviewing Cicero's "Academic Questions" from an
Epicurean perspective. We are focusing first on what is referred to as Book One, which provides
an overview of the issues that split Plato's Academy and gives us an overview of the
philosophical issues being dealt with at the time of Epicurus. This week will will continue in
Section 2 and our focus will include a statement by Varro in praise of Socrates, and possible
Epicurean responses to it.

We'll also look at Socrates' "Second Sailing" and the major topics contained in the Mark Riley
Article "The Epicurean Criticism of Socrates"

File
Riley - The Epicurean Criticism of Socrates

Details of the Epicurean Criticism of Socrates for his character and method of teaching.
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Our text will come from
Cicero - Academic Questions - Yonge We'll likely stick with Yonge primarily, but we'll also refer
to the Rackam translation here:

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4954-episode-322-eataq-04-epicurean-moral-outrage-against-socrates/

https://epicurustoday.com/02-keysources/045-cicero-academic-questions-yonge/#ii
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/filebase/file/9-riley-the-epicurean-criticism-of-socrates/
https://epicurustoday.com/02-keysources/045-cicero-academic-questions-yonge/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4954-episode-322-eataq-04-epicurean-moral-outrage-against-socrates/


Image not found or type unknown

Cicero On Nature Of Gods Academica Loeb Rackham : Free Download, Borrow,
and Streaming : Internet Archive

[media]https://www.spreaker.com/episode/70342091/media
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Phaedo 99c–100a - Loeb (Jowett) from Archive.org, page 367 of the PDF version.

Post by “Joshua” of February 20, 2026 at 8:58 PM
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Quote

It required some rudeness to disturb with our boat the mirror-like surface of the water,
in which every twig and blade of grass was so faithfully reflected; too faithfully indeed
for art to imitate, for only Nature may exaggerate herself. The shallowest still water is
unfathomable. Wherever the trees and skies are reflected, there is more than Atlantic
depth, and no danger of fancy running aground. We notice that it required a separate
intention of the eye, a more free and abstracted vision, to see the reflected trees and
the sky, than to see the river bottom merely; and so are there manifold visions in the
direction of every object, and even the most opaque reflect the heavens from their
surface. Some men have their eyes naturally intended to the one and some to the
other object.

-Henry David Thoreau, A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers
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Episode 322 of the Lucretius Today Podcast is now available. This week our episode is entitled:
"Epicurean Moral Outrage Against Socrates"
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