Tracing Down A Passage On Diathesis / Attitude

Post by “Cassius” of August 4, 2018 at 9:14 AM

On page 186 of his text, DeWitt cites this interesting quote from Diogenes of Oinoanda: "The
secret of happiness is in the diathesis, of which we are sole arbiters." The quote is cited as
fragment 57 from the inscription, but apparently a different numbering system is being used by
Martin Ferguson Smith here, nor do | find the numbering to be the same in Chilton's "Diogenes
of Oenoanda - The Fragments." Both of these works post-date DeWitt, so he must have been
working from another source. Does anyone know a good cite for this or know the equivalent in
Smith's translation?

The writing of Epicurus on the topic has periised, bor 1o diseern
his approach is mot dificult, The ebjective of life is happiness and 1o
sbiain this the individus) miese st all times retain control of experienoe.
“This contrel means liberiy of dhoice and the chodce is double, firsi the
choice of attitwde and then the choics in the particular imtance. The
former is the more important. As the faithiul Diogenes of Oencanda
expresed jt, "The secret ol happines i in che diagh al whith we
are sole arbiters, ™ 41
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Post by “Cassius” of August 4, 2018 at 9:48 AM

A follow-on observation about working with (1) the choice of attitude and also (2) the choice in
the particular instance:

The first wiegp i this process it fo cheoss e dislhesis, which consists in believin
that of the desires "some are saeral and necesssary, sons 8¢ nalural W ool ssoeaay
aned gillsera are nesther nafiwal oo oecessay.” The secsud step 1e o omabe e cheice in
reapect of the partaculior desare, Valions Savess 710 "What wall be tie resslt for me o
the abject aof tis desire 15 Saldi Ded mud what of it o ot Gl led?™ Thes is e caloslus
of advainage i operatien I is plain pragnatism, e control of expenence Tor te sake
of hapgrness

(page 193 of the text)
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I've written on this in my Diogenes' blogs, and I've gone back to it and cited it often. It relates
to PD 20. Here's the relevant portion:

Quote

Consistent with what's been said before, in Fragment 112 Diogenes states that the
“sum of happiness is our disposition, of which we are masters”, by which he argues
against choosing a career in military service-which produces dangers to our lives and
health-or public speaking-which produces nervousness and insecurity. The idea is that
we can more easily be self-sufficient in our pleasure if we retain our ability to control
our mental disposition.
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