Gassendi On Liberty (Liberty, Fortune, Destiny,
Divination)

Post by “Cassius” of November 11, 2025 at 8:04 AM

Note: This will be the thread to post about Gassendi's commentary on Epicurus from the
"Liberty" section of his 1699 Three Discourses On Happiness - Virtue - Liberty.

Note thanks to Tau Phi that there is a digital transcription here.

An example of info on Epicurus from page 394:

¢ cident, to delay the desth of Secrares

Mow ‘tis not withoot caufe, that Epiewns per-
fimndes us fo much, that we fhould not acknowledge
Fortune ai a Goddefi; for the weaknefs of Men is
fiach, that they don't only admire char which they
underftand not, bot they fancy it alid as fome di-
vine Thing, and above Nautvre: 5o thar when
they had perceived chat fometimes Fortune was fa-
vourahle and fometimes adverfe and contrary ; chey
adored it under feveral Shapes, and erofied Tem-
ples to it wnder thefe feveral Titles, Farrare Boma,
Mals, Blande, Avirruncs, Calve, Equejivi, &c
This hath given occafion to the Complaints of Pliny,
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Post by “Cassius” of November 11, 2025 at 9:08 AM

Gassendi seems to specifically repudiate Epicurus on the swerve and liberty, leading up to this
statement:

408 Of LIBERTY.

Mind coald pot but defire and wilh for this Ap-
This is what Cieere frems 1o have in his Fancy
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Clear evidence of Gassendi letting his religion get in the way of his reasoning:
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