
Sunday Zoom - July 6, 2025 - 12:30 PM ET - Topic:
The Universe Is Infinite In Size And Eternal In Time
Post by “Cassius” of July 4, 2025 at 5:27 PM

As with last week, let's go down the list of major doctrines we focus on at EpicureanFriends, and
discuss the implications of the universe being infinite in size and eternal in time - primarily how
they serve to support the Epicurean contention that the universe was not created or ruled over
by supernatural forces.

Again as with last week, we'll also tend to questions and other topics that participants would
like to discuss.

Please join us if you can. If you're not on our current invitation list, let us know in this thread
that you'd like to attend future sessions.
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Post by “Robert” of July 5, 2025 at 7:19 PM

Quote from Cassius

As with last week, let's go down the list of major doctrines we focus on at
EpicureanFriends, and discuss the implications of the universe being infinite in size and
eternal in time - primarily how they serve to support the Epicurean contention that the
universe was not created or ruled over by supernatural forces.

Again as with last week, we'll also tend to questions and other topics that participants
would like to discuss.

Please join us if you can. If you're not on our current invitation list, let us know in this
thread that you'd like to attend future sessions.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/en…No-Gods-Over-It

Hi, Cassius,

I'm interested in attending the Zoom tomorrow. If I'm eligible to attend, please send me the
link.

Best regards,

Robert

Post by “Cassius” of July 5, 2025 at 7:34 PM

Robert - You are level 3 and very welcome to attend. We'll add you to the private conversation
which has the link. Check your conversations in the next hour or so and a thread for the Zoom
should appear there for you.

Post by “Cassius” of July 7, 2025 at 5:51 AM
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When we were discussing yesterday the possibility that Epicurus held that there might not be
only an infinite number of worlds, but an infinite number of people like us, I could not
remember the citation to the proposition that never creates only a single thing of a kind. Here's
that reference now,

Lucretius 2 - 10277

Quote

If there is so great a store of seeds as the whole life of living things could not number,
and if the same force and nature abides which could throw together the seeds of
things, each into their place in like manner as they are thrown together here, you must
confess that there are other worlds in other regions, and diverse races of men and
tribes of wild beasts. In the universe there is nothing single, nothing born unique and
growing unique and alone, but it is always of some tribe, and there are many things in
the same race. First of all turn your mind to living creatures; you will find that in this
direction is begotten the race of wild beasts that haunts the mountains, in this direction
the stock of men, in this direction again the dumb herds of scaly fishes, and all the
bodies of flying fowls. Wherefore you must confess in the same way that sky and earth
and sun, moon, sea, and all else that exists, are not unique, but rather numberless;
inasmuch as the deep-fixed boundary-stone of life awaits these as surely, and they are
just as much of a body that has birth, as every race which is here on earth, abounding
in things after its kind.

- Lucretius, Book 2:1077

Post by “Cassius” of July 7, 2025 at 8:53 AM

It caught my eye that this is another of the places in Lucretius which appears to refer to a
"deep-set boundary mark," and I wanted to see if that terminology was an attempt at poetry by
modern translators or what. Here's the interlinear version from nodictionaries.com. That "
depango terminus" does seem to justify something similar:

Nodictionaries.com

3
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4551-sunday-zoom-july-6-2025-12-30-pm-et-topic-the-universe-is-infinite-
in-size-and-e/

https://handbook.epicureanfriends.com/sbslucretius/#2-1077
https://nodictionaries.com/novifex?text=Huc+accedit+ut+in+summa+res+nulla+sit+una%2C%0D%0Aunica+quae+gignatur+et+unica+solaque+crescat%2C%0D%0Aquin+aliquoius+siet+saecli+permultaque+eodem%0D%0Asint+genere.+in+primis+animalibus+indice+mente%0D%0Ainvenies+sic+montivagum+genus+esse+ferarum%2C%0D%0Asic+hominum+geminam+prolem%2C+sic+denique+mutas%0D%0Asquamigerum+pecudes+et+corpora+cuncta+volantum.%0D%0Aqua+propter+caelum+simili+ratione+fatendumst%0D%0Aterramque+et+solem%2C+lunam+mare+cetera+quae+sunt%2C%0D%0Anon+esse+unica%2C+sed+numero+magis+innumerali%3B%0D%0Aquando+quidem+vitae+depactus+terminus+alte%0D%0Atam+manet+haec+et+tam+nativo+corpore+constant%0D%0Aquam+genus+omne%2C+quod+his+generatimst+rebus+abundans.
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4551-sunday-zoom-july-6-2025-12-30-pm-et-topic-the-universe-is-infinite-in-size-and-e/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4551-sunday-zoom-july-6-2025-12-30-pm-et-topic-the-universe-is-infinite-in-size-and-e/


quando quidem vitae depactus terminus alte

quandowhen, at what time; at any time

vita, vitae F life, career, livelihood; mode of life

depango, depangere, depegi, depactus drive down; fix into the
ground

terminus, termini M boundary, limit, end; terminus

alo, alere, alui, altusfeed, nourish, rear, nurse, suckle; cherish;
support, maintain, develop

Post by “Joshua” of July 7, 2025 at 9:40 AM

Alte comes from altus, which could mean either high or deep. We use it in the word altimeter, a
device for measuring elevation.

This passage from Hesiod's Theogony puts Tartarus and the heavens at the extremes of depth
and height, with earth at the exact centerpoint.

Quote

[...] as far beneath the earth as heaven is above earth; for so far is it from earth to
Tartarus. For a brazen anvil falling down from heaven nine nights and days would reach
the earth upon the tenth: and again, a brazen anvil falling from earth nine nights and
days [725] would reach Tartarus upon the tenth.
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