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One of the things about this which Matthew Stewart comments on is how interesting it was to
the deists of this period to think about life on other planets and throughout the universe, and
that this is in fact how the "Sermon On Natural Religion" ends:
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it mpoible that God canbe ecetand
nlu;thc ﬁm.dgc;-mn' hit;nﬂ' ‘
necelurily perfedt, that nuthing whatfoever
can be attribuped to. him,. which i imperfed,
as hatred, envy, wrath, &c. (o that all fuch ex-
preffizns malt in his opinion be taken in an
I hical, myftical and figurative feafe;

that his God mulk be all goodnefs, and confe-

quently that he cannot decree any one to ever-
lating damnation, as hef.mn:r éeery thing
for the beft in its kind: Who can therefore
with more propriety enjoy fo mach happines,
‘and the real fummum bonum thaa the natural
man, who by infallible principles is fully per-
Mthﬂhebasnmhhgmll;r&um_,wmj
gﬂ;'ll;.:ﬂ intﬁ:iblqdaud, wrathful or vinditive

ity, but with an all-good, all-perfedt and all-
powerful God, who dire@s and modifics every
thing withthem&furptif‘.:furdﬂiu fuch a
maaner, that all whas is, and exifts, is in its
kind perfe&, and for the belt of the world,
and all what it contains. It is likewife very dif-
ficult fora man, who is 2 Naturalift, to imagine

or believe, that only this litile earth fhould con-

tain rational animals called men, and that no

others of that kind (hould any other way fub- ~ -

fift, bot folely the defcendants of Adam, and,

that out of thofe, according to the doctrine of

fome theologers, at lealt ninety-ninc in 2 hua-

dred fhould go to Hell and eternal damnation.

No ! be rather fuppofes, and with great reafon,

that other celeftial bodics comprehend as w:lll
; . ration

I
i

K R

%, 8
fitional animdls as this earth; ond as for
Adem'’s defcendants, he thinks that nevera-one
is to go to Hell, and burn everlaftingly, as it is
inconfiftent with the perfections of God Al-
mighty, 1.fhall conclude with the fentiments
of  natural man: Mr. Fergufon in his aftro- 4
ncmy, p. 24 gives us his pirited thoughts in .
the following lires, “ Every perfon who looks
upon and ccmpares the many fjftems of moons
tegether, which belong to Jupiter and Satur
muft be amazed at the vaft magnitude of I’bcz
two planets, and the noble attendance they have
in refpet of our little earth, and can never
bring himfelf to think, that an infinite wife
creator fhould difpofe of all his animals and ve-
getables here, leaving the other planets ba
and deftitute of rational creatures: To foppofe
that he had ‘any view to cur benefit in creating
thefe moons, and giving them their motions
round. Jupiter and Eltum, to imagine that he -
intended thefe vaft bodies for any advantage to
us, when he well knew that thev could never
be feen but by a few Aftronomers peeping\
through telefcopes ; and that he gave to the

15‘&2?’: regular returns of days and nights, and

ifferent feafons to all where they would be con-

venient, but of no' manner of fervice to us,
what immediately regards our own planet
earth; to imagine, I fay, thathedid all this ononr
account, would be charging him impioufly with
having done much in vain, and as abfurd as 10
imagine that he has created a little fun, end &
planctary
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