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My late reading into the Matthew Stewart book. combined with the fact that Joshua and I are
about to pick up on the topic of "motion" in the podcast (via Tusculun Disputations) reminded
me of this article - "On The Existence of God by Thomas Paine. It's an example of the
disappointment I feel in the deists not going all the way back to Epicurus, and I have to think
that their failure to do so was a major part of what doomed their entire "deist" enterprise.

https://www.thomaspaine.org/works/essays/religion/the-existence-of-god.htm

I am hopeful that we can address Paine's "motion" argument in the upcoming podcast(s) so if
anyone has a comment, please post. Here's the thrust of Paine's argument:

Quote

Let us examine this subject; it is worth examining; for if we examine it through all its
cases, the result will be that the existence of a SUPERIOR CAUSE, or that which man
calls GOD, will be discoverable by philosophical principles.

In the first place, admitting matter to have properties, as we see it has, the question
still remains, how came matter by those properties? To this they will answer that
matter possessed those properties eternally. This is not solution, but assertion; and to
deny it is equally as impossible of proof as to assert it.

It is then necessary to go further; and therefore I say-if there exist a circumstance that
is not a property of matter, and without which the universe, or to speak in a limited
degree, the solar system composed of planets and a sun, could not exist a moment, all
the arguments of atheism, drawn from properties of matter, and applied to account for
the universe, will be overthrown, and the existence of a superior cause, or that which
man calls God, becomes discoverable, as is before said, by natural philosophy.

I go now to show that such a circumstance exists, and what it is.

The universe is composed of matter, and, as a system, is sustained by motion. Motion
is not a property of matter, and without this motion, the solar system could not exist.
Were motion a property of matter, that undiscovered and undiscoverable thing called
perpetual motion would establish itself.1
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It is because motion is not a property of matter, that perpetual motion is an
impossibility in the hand of every being but that of the Creator of motion. When the
pretenders to atheism can produce perpetual motion, and not till then, they may
expect to be credited.

The natural state of matter, as to place, is a state of rest. Motion, or change of place, is
the effect of an external cause acting upon matter. As to that faculty of matter that is
called gravitation, it is the influence which two or more bodies have reciprocally on
each other to unite and be at rest. Everything which has hitherto been discovered, with
respect to the motion of the planets in the system, relates only to the laws by which
motion acts, and not to the cause of motion.

Gravitation, so far from being the cause of motion to the planets that compose the
solar system, would be the destruction of the solar system were revolutionary motion
to cease; for as the action of spinning upholds a top, the revolutionary motion upholds
the planets in their orbits, and prevents them from gravitating and forming one mass
with the sun. In one sense of the word, philosophy knows, and atheism says, that
matter is in perpetual motion.

But the motion here meant refers to the state of matter, and that only on the surface of
the earth. It is either decomposition, which is continually destroying the form of bodies
of matter, or recomposition, which renews that matter in the same or another form, as
the decomposition of animal or vegetable substances enters into the composition of
other bodies.

But the motion that upholds the solar system is of an entire different kind, and is not a
property of matter. It operates also to an entire different effect. It operates to perpetual
preservation, and to prevent any change in the state of the system.

Giving then to matter all the properties which philosophy knows it has, or all that
atheism ascribes to it, and can prove, and even supposing matter to be eternal, it will
not account for the system of the universe, or of the solar system, because it will not
account for motion, and it is motion that preserves it.

When, therefore, we discover a circumstance of such immense importance that without
it the universe could not exist, and for which neither matter, nor any nor all the
properties can account, we are by necessity forced into the rational conformable belief
of the existence of a cause superior to matter, and that cause man calls GOD.

As to that which is called nature, it is no other than the laws by which motion and
action of every kind, with respect to unintelligible matter, are regulated. And when we
speak of looking through nature up to nature’s God, we speak philosophically the same
rational language as when we speak of looking through human laws up to the Power
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that ordained them.

God is the power of first cause, nature is the law, and matter is the subject acted upon.

But infidelity, by ascribing every phenomenon to properties of matter, conceives a
system for which it cannot account, and yet it pretends to demonstration. It reasons
from what it sees on the surface of the earth, but it does not carry itself on the solar
system existing by motion.

It sees upon the surface a perpetual decomposition and recomposition of matter. It
sees that an oak produces an acorn, an acorn an oak, a bird an egg, an egg a bird, and
so on. In things of this kind it sees something which it calls a natural cause, but none of
the causes it sees is the cause of that motion which preserves the solar system.

Let us contemplate this wonderful and stupendous system consisting of matter, and
existing by motion. It is not matter in a state of rest, nor in a state of decomposition or
recomposition. It is matter systematized in perpetual orbicular or circular motion. As a
system that motion is the life of it: as animation is life to an animal body, deprive the
system of motion and, as a system, it must expire.

Who then breathed into the system the life of motion? What power impelled the planets
to move, since motion is not a property of the matter of which they are composed? If
we contemplate the immense velocity of this motion, our wonder becomes increased,
and our adoration enlarges itself in the same proportion.

Display More 

The full article is not very long and well worth reading:

https://www.thomaspaine.org/works/essays/religion/the-existence-of-god.htm

Post by “Eikadistes” of April 2, 2025 at 2:46 PM

Isn't it a great book?! 
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