Luck

Post by “MaiTaiNye” of September 16, 2024 at 4:52 PM

I am still studying this philosophy and interesting questions pop in my head. One of the topics
in my head has to deal with luck.

What does the philosophy or Epicureas state about luck? Can a person be lucky or unlucky? For
examples, someone gets all of the winning powerball numbers or just misses getting hit by a
car. Are these examples considered luck or simply mathematical probabilities that actually did
occur?

Post by “Don” of September 16, 2024 at 5:05 PM

Mathematical probabilities. There are a number of quotes from the Epicurean texts that address
this idea, especially:

Quote from Epicurus, Letter to Menoikeus

[133] "Who, then, is superior in thy judgement to such a man ? He holds a holy belief
concerning the gods, and is altogether free from the fear of death. He has diligently
considered the end fixed by nature, and understands how easily the limit of good
things can be reached and attained, and how either the duration or the intensity of
evils is but slight. Destiny, which some introduce as sovereign over all things, he laughs
to scorn, affirming rather that some things happen of necessity, others by chance,
others through our own agency. For he sees that necessity destroys responsibility and
that chance or fortune is inconstant ; whereas our own actions are free, and it is to
them that praise and blame naturally attach. [134] It were better, indeed, to accept the
legends of the gods than to bow beneath that yoke of destiny which the natural
philosophers have imposed. The one holds out some faint hope that we may escape if
we honour the gods, while the necessity of the naturalists is deaf to all entreaties. Nor
does he hold chance to be a god, as the world in general does, for in the acts of a god
there is no disorder ; nor to be a cause, though an uncertain one, for he believes that
no good or evil is dispensed by chance to men so as to make life blessed, though it
supplies the starting-point of great good and great evil. He believes that the misfortune
of the wise is better than the prosperity of the fool. [135] It is better, in short, that what
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is well judged in action should not owe its successful issue to the aid of chance.

Replace "chance" with "luck" and that's a pretty good summary of Epicurus's views.

Post by “Cassius” of September 16, 2024 at 7:48 PM

Yes | agree with Don. That's the key passage, mainly on the topic that we should organize our
lives so that we are as little affected by negative chance as possible, because there are things
which are not in our control (where lightning will strike) that are essentially to us matters of
chance, but to which we can minimize our exposure.

| think there may be others directed against the idea that there is a "force" in the universe that
dispenses favorable or unfavorable luck, along the lines of a "goddess of fortune," which would
also be ruled out by Epicurean philosophy.

Post by “Don” of September 16, 2024 at 8:14 PM

More examples...
U489

489. Nature teaches us to think nothing of what fortune brings, to understand that when
prospering we are unfortunate and when not prospering we are fortunate, to receive
undisturbed the good things that fortune brings and to stand ready for its seeming evils. For
what is good or evil to most people is fleeting, and wisdom has nothing in common with
fortune.

Kal T& mapd THG TOXNG UikpdTepa () 9OoLc) diddaokel voullely, Kal EDTUYXODVTAC HEV YIVWOKELY
atuyelv, duoTtuyolvtac 6& un nopd péya T{Beabal v TO €0TLYEIY, KAl 6éxeoBal YEV GBOPLRWC
T nopd TAC TOXNG &yabd, mapaTteTdyobal 68 mPdC T& map’ aOTAC dokoDVTA Elval KOKE: (WG
EPAMEPOVY HEV TIAV TO TWV MOAARVY dyaBdv £0TL KOl KaKOV, copia 6& 006AUDC TOXN KOWWVEL,

VS17

It is not the young man who is most happy, but the old man who has lived beautifully; for
despite being at his very peak the young man stumbles around by chance as if he were of
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many minds, whereas the old man has settled into old age as if in a harbor, secure in his
gratitude for the good things he was once unsure of.

00 VEOC MOKOAPLOTOC GAAX YEPWY BERLWKWG KOARG: 6 yap véog AKUR TOALG LMo TAC TOXNG
£TEPOPPOVRV TAAGTETOL O O& YEPWYV KOBATEP €v AléVL TR YAPQ KOBWPMLKEY, TA TPOTEPOV
duoeAmotoveva TV dyad®v do@aAel KatakAe{oag XapLtL.

VS67

67. A free person is unable to acquire great wealth, because that is not easily achieved without
enslavement to the masses or to the powers that be. Instead, he already has everything he
needs, and in abundance. But if by chance he should have great wealth, he could easily share
it with his fellows to win their goodwill.

¢Ae0BepoC Blog 00 SOvaTal KTHCAOOAL XPAMATA TOAAX 6L TO TO mMPdyuo <uh> Pddlov elval
XWpLlc Ontelag &xAwv A duvaoT@yv, AAAX cuvexel daylely mMEvTa KEKTNTOL &v §€ TTOL KAl TOXN
XPNHATWY TOAARYV, Kol Tadta padiwg av eic TV Tod nAnalov ebvolav SlapeTproal.

Post by “Kalosyni” of September 17, 2024 at 12:22 PM

Quote from Don

U489

489. Nature teaches us to think nothing of what fortune brings, to understand that
when prospering we are unfortunate and when not prospering we are fortunate, to
receive undisturbed the good things that fortune brings and to stand ready for its
seeming evils. For what is good or evil to most people is fleeting, and wisdom has
nothing in common with fortune.

Don ...this sounds "stoic"...and it is from: Porphyry, Letter to Marcella, 30 [p.209.12 Nauck].

While parts of it are okay, other parts do not sound Epicurean to me. Porphyry is not quoting
Epicurus, but instead he is giving his own thoughts on Epicurus.

Epicurus recommends gratitude for what is good. (There is a Vatican Saying on that, if | recall.)

Post by “Cassius” of September 17, 2024 at 1:20 PM
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Here's a prior thread on the letter to Marcella: We've discussed this before as the source of the
"vain is the word of a philosopher which does not heal...." and that the letter is not represented
to be a direct quote from Epicurus. I've come around to a somewhat more favorable opinion of
it lately, but there's no doubt in my mind that it is mashup of Stoic and Epicurean and may
simply Porphyry's own views, so in my view it has to be taken with caution. | agree with your
reservations on this part Kalosyni. | think that a close reading of *exactly* what it is saying
largely rescues it from sounding Stoic, and for that reason it's useful for discussion. But a too-
superficial reading of it can definitely be made to sound like a recommendation to being
indifferent to pleasure and pain, which I don't think is accurate Epicureanism.

Thread
Porphyry - Letter to Marcella -"Vain Is the Word of the Philosopher..."

| was talking to @EricR this morning and trying to remember the source of this quote. In
tracking it down it seems to come from Porphyry's letter to Marcella -- but do we really know
this is attributable to Epicurus? Usener seems to think so, but why? Anyone recall?

U221

Porphyry, Letter to Marcella, 31, [p. 209, 23 Nauck]: Vain is the word of a philosopher
which does not heal any suffering of man. For just as there is no profit in medicine if it does not
expel the diseases of the body,...

o)

Cassius

June 12, 2023 at 11:34 AM

Second thread, same general reservations:

Thread
Article on the "Letter to Marcella" by Porphyry

Thanks to Takis Panagiatopolis of the Athens Garden for this link:

http://www.epicuros.gr/pages/en/Tempe...us Porphyry.pdf

I It seems clear that this writer was referencing Epicurean ideas while also combining them with
elements that are absolutely irreconcilable. It is interesting to reflect on which are which.

"27. So then, first you must grasp the law of Nature and from it ascend to the divine law which
also established the law of Nature."

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4049-luck/ 4



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3116-porphyry-letter-to-marcella-vain-is-the-word-of-the-philosopher/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/894-article-on-the-letter-to-marcella-by-porphyry/
http://www.epicuros.gr/pages/en/Tempelis_Epicurus_Porphyry.pdf
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4049-luck/

epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/345/

ﬁr'vi' :

Cassius
April 17, 2019 at 6:40 AM

See also in particular this part for discussion that Porphyry seems to be recommending
abstinence from food and sex:

Post
RE: Article on the "Letter to Marcella" by Porphyry

Weren't we talking recently somewhere about someone recently interested in this letter to
Marcella? | still to this day have not spent much time with it, but it seems to me very dangerous
to consider this an Epicurean work as it seems to have lots of unEpicurean thought mixed into
it.

It would take almost a line-by-line analysis to go through it but | see this as an example which
appears to me directly UNEpicurean, because if the gods have decided to give up food and sex
for themselves, then...

o

Cassius

January 31, 2020 at 2:45 PM

Post by “Pacatus” of September 24, 2024 at 2:34 PM

Also PD 16 (unless | missed it):

PD16. In but few things chance hinders a wise man, but the greatest and most important
matters, reason has ordained, and throughout the whole period of life does and will ordain.

Bpaxéa cop® TOXN TMapedminTel, TQ 08 PEYLOTA KAl KUPLWTATA O AOYLOMOC SLWKNKE Kol KOTA
TOV cuveyh xpdvov ToD Blov dlotkel Kal dlolkAoEL.
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