
Episode 236 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 11 - Lucretian
Support For Velleius' Views of Epicurean Divinity
Post by “Cassius” of July 2, 2024 at 4:02 PM

Welcome to Episode 236 of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius,
who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the most complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy
left to us from the ancient world.

Each week we walk you through the Epicurean texts, and we discuss how Epicurean
philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we
invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com.

For our new listeners, let me remind you of several ground rules for both our podcast and our
forum.

First: Our aim is to bring you an accurate presentation of classical Epicurean philosophy as the
ancient Epicureans understood it.

Second: We won't be talking about modern political issues in this podcast. How you apply
Epicurus in your own life is of course entirely up to you. We call this approach "Not Neo-
Epicurean, But Epicurean." Epicurean philosophy is a philosophy of its own, it's not the same as
Stoicism, Humanism, Buddhism, Taoism, Atheism, Libertarianism or Marxism - it is unique and
must be understood on its own, not in terms of any conventional modern morality.

Third: One of the most important things to keep in mind is that the Epicureans often used words
very differently than we do today. To the Epicureans, Gods were not omnipotent or omniscient,
so Epicurean references to "Gods" do not mean at all the same thing as in major religions
today. In the Epicurean theory of knowledge, all sensations are true, but that does not mean all
opinions are true, but that the raw data reported by the senses is reported without the injection
of opinion, as the opinion-making process takes place in the mind, where it is subject to
mistakes, rather than in the senses. In Epicurean ethics, "Pleasure" refers not ONLY to sensory
stimulation, but also to every experience of life which is not felt to be painful. The classical
texts show that Epicurus was not focused on luxury, like some people say, but neither did he
teach minimalism, as other people say. Epicurus taught that all experiences of life fall under
one of two feelings - pleasure and pain - and those feelings -- and not gods, idealism, or virtue -
are the guides that Nature gave us by which to live. More than anything else, Epicurus taught
that the universe is not supernatural in any way, and that means there's no life after death, and
any happiness we'll ever have comes in THIS life, which is why it is so important not to waste
time in confusion.
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Today we are continuing to review the Epicurean sections of Cicero's "On the Nature of The
Gods," as presented by the Epicurean spokesman Velleius. We will continue with Section 18 and
begin moving into 19.

For the main text we are using primarily the Yonge translation, available here at Archive.org.
The text which we include in these posts is available here. We will also refer to the public
domain version of the Loeb series, which contains both Latin and English, as translated by H.
Rackham.

Additional versions can be found here:

Frances Brooks 1896 translation at Online Library of Liberty
Lacus Curtius Edition (Rackham)
PDF Of Loeb Edition at Archive.org by Rackham
Gutenberg.org version by CD Yonge 

A list of arguments presented will eventually be put together here.

Today's Text

XIX. Surely the mighty power of the Infinite Being is most worthy our great and earnest
contemplation; the nature of which we must necessarily understand to be such that everything
in it is made to correspond completely to some other answering part. This is called by Epicurus
ἰσονομία; that is to say, an equal distribution or even disposition of things. From hence he
draws this inference, that, as there is such a vast multitude of mortals, there cannot be a less
number of immortals; and if those which perish are innumerable, those which are preserved
ought also to be countless. Your sect, Balbus, frequently ask us how the Gods live, and how
they pass their time? Their life is the most happy, and the most abounding with all kinds of
blessings, which can be conceived. They do nothing. They are embarrassed with no business;
nor do they perform any work. They rejoice in the possession of their own wisdom and virtue.
They are satisfied that they shall ever enjoy the fulness of eternal pleasures.

XX. Such a Deity may properly be called happy; but yours is a most laborious God. For let us
suppose the world a Deity—what can be a more uneasy state than, without the least cessation,
to be whirled about the axle-tree of heaven with a surprising celerity? But nothing can be happy
that is not at ease. Or let us suppose a Deity residing in the world, who directs and governs it,
who preserves the courses of the stars, the changes of the seasons, and the vicissitudes and
orders of things, surveying the earth and the sea, and accommodating them to the advantage
and necessities of man. Truly this Deity is embarrassed with a very troublesome and laborious
office. We make a happy life to consist in a tranquillity of mind, a perfect freedom from care,
and an exemption from all employment. The philosopher from whom we received all our
knowledge has taught us that the world was made by nature; that there was no occasion for a
workhouse to frame it in; and that, though you deny the possibility of such a work without
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divine skill, it is so easy to her, that she has made, does make, and will make innumerable
worlds. But, because you do not conceive that nature is able to produce such effects without
some rational aid, you are forced, like the tragic poets, when you cannot wind up your
argument in any other way, to have recourse to a Deity, whose assistance you would not seek,
if you could view that vast and unbounded magnitude of regions in all parts; where the mind,
extending and spreading itself, travels so far and wide that it can find no end, no extremity to
stop at. In this immensity of breadth, length, and height, a most boundless company of
innumerable atoms are fluttering about, which, notwithstanding the interposition of a void
space, meet and cohere, and continue clinging to one another; and by this union these
modifications and forms of things arise, which, in your opinions, could not possibly be made
without the help of bellows and anvils. Thus you have imposed on us an eternal master, whom
we must dread day and night. For who can be free from fear of a Deity who foresees, regards,
and takes notice of everything; one who thinks all things his own; a curious, ever-busy God?

Hence first arose your Εἱμαρμένη, as you call it, your fatal necessity; so that, whatever
happens, you affirm that it flows from an eternal chain and continuance of causes. Of what
value is this philosophy, which, like old women and illiterate men, attributes everything to fate?
Then follows your μαντικὴ, in Latin called divinatio, divination; which, if we would listen to you,
would plunge us into such superstition that we should fall down and worship your inspectors
into sacrifices, your augurs, your soothsayers, your prophets, and your fortune-tellers.

Epicurus having freed us from these terrors and restored us to liberty, we have no dread of
those beings whom we have reason to think entirely free from all trouble themselves, and who
do not impose any on others. We pay our adoration, indeed, with piety and reverence to that
essence which is above all excellence and perfection. But I fear my zeal for this doctrine has
made me too prolix. However, I could not easily leave so eminent and important a subject
unfinished, though I must confess I should rather endeavor to hear than speak so long.

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/60665524

Post by “Joshua” of July 7, 2024 at 11:20 AM

Alfred Tennyson, Lucretius

Horace, Ode I.34
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Post by “Eikadistes” of July 7, 2024 at 6:47 PM

Since knowledge of the divine nature is clearly evident, and universal as far as human animals
are concerned, we should be able to ask, "what is your conception of "divine"?" to everyone.

And get a real answer. Like asking "what is your conception of "family" to everyone.

Post by “Cassius” of July 7, 2024 at 8:51 PM

Twentiers thread on this is here:

Thread
Give Us an Example of God!

How do you anticipate the gods that are compatible with Epicurean theology?

I personally imagine a sort of transhumanist depiction of the gods: behold! Human
evolution has become re-directed through intentional engineering of bio-mechanical
extensions that have cured disease and prevented aging. We live in space stations that
are removed from solar radiation and rely upon self-reliant forms of power for energy. Our
location in space is deep enough that the expansion of space will forever thicken

…

Eikadistes
July 7, 2024 at 7:29 PM

Post by “Cassius” of July 11, 2024 at 12:41 PM

Episode 236 of the Lucretius Today Podcast is now available. This week we enlist Lucretius in
support of Velleius's presentation the Epicurean view of divinity.

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/60665524
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