
VS75 - "Look To The End of A Long Life"
Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2024 at 8:00 PM

Who said this and what does it mean? Wikiquote says that Solon said this to Croesus but gives
no citation.

End - Wikiquote

Post by “Bryan” of March 7, 2024 at 11:55 PM

We do have:

(Diogenes Laertius 1.50) "There Croesus put the question, 'Whom do you consider happy?' and
Solon replied, 'Tellus of Athens, and Cleobis and Biton,' and went on in words too familiar to be
quoted here."

Tellus comes from the same root as telos (the end).

"The phrase medena pro tou telous makarize ("call no one blessed until his end") has remained
a common proverbial expression, all the way to present-day, modern Greek. One can only
assume that it was equally familiar to, and resonated powerfully with ancient Greeks." (Erik
Anderson)

Post by “Bryan” of March 8, 2024 at 12:09 AM

We also have:

(Herodotus Histories 1.30.2) Croesus found the opportunity to say, “My Athenian guest, we
have heard a lot about you because of your wisdom and of your wanderings, how as one who
loves learning you have traveled much of the world for the sake of seeing it, so now I desire to
ask you who is the most fortunate man you have seen.” [3] Croesus asked this question
believing that he was the most fortunate of men, but Solon, offering no flattery but keeping to
the truth, said, “O King, it is Tellus the Athenian.” [4] Croesus was amazed at what he had said
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and replied sharply, “In what way do you judge Tellus to be the most fortunate?” Solon said,
“Tellus was from a prosperous city, and his children were good and noble. He saw children born
to them all, and all of these survived. His life was prosperous by our standards, and his death
was most glorious: [5] when the Athenians were fighting their neighbors in Eleusis, he came to
help, routed the enemy, and died very finely. The Athenians buried him at public expense on
the spot where he fell and gave him much honor.
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