
Joseph Conrad, Author's Note to the 2nd Edition of
"The Shadow Line"
Post by “Joshua” of June 7, 2023 at 6:55 PM

Quote

All my moral and intellectual being is penetrated by an invincible conviction that
whatever falls under the dominion of our senses must be in nature and, however
exceptional, cannot differ in its essence from all the other effects of the visible and
tangible world of which we are a self-conscious part. The world of the living contains
enough marvels and mysteries as it is; marvels and mysteries acting upon our
emotions and intelligence in ways so inexplicable that it would almost justify the
conception of life as an enchanted state. No, I am too firm in my consciousness of the
marvellous to be ever fascinated by the mere supernatural, which (take it any way you
like) is but a manufactured article, the fabrication of minds insensitive to the intimate
delicacies of our relation to the dead and to the living, in their countless multitudes; a
desecration of our tenderest memories; an outrage on our dignity.

This is an excerpt.

Post by “Pacatus” of June 7, 2023 at 7:40 PM

"No, I am too firm in my consciousness of the marvellous to be ever fascinated by the mere
supernatural, which (take it any way you like) is but a manufactured article, the fabrication of
minds insensitive to the intimate delicacies of our relation to the dead and to the living, in their
countless multitudes; a desecration of our tenderest memories; an outrage on our dignity."

Wow! Thanks for sharing that. ( Joshua, the depth of your erudition never ceases to amaze me
-- especially in literature and poetry, but not limited there.)

Post by “Joshua” of June 7, 2023 at 9:16 PM
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Too kind as usual, Pacatus !

Thank you.
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