Paper On Epicurean Engagement With Society -
Jeffrey Fish - "Not All Politicians Are Sysiphus"

Post by “Don” of March 6, 2023 at 9:37 PM

Not all politicians are Sisyphus: What Roman Epicureans were taught about politics,” in
Epicurus and the Epicurean Tradition, ed. J. Fish and K. Sanders (Cambridge) 2011 72-104
When it comes to political involvement, some of our most important sources on early
Epicureanism frame the question in terms regularly employed by their Stoic...
www.academia.edu

Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2023 at 9:56 PM

Well I am just starting this article but it is already clear that Don wins the coveted "Article Most
Likely To Win Cassius' Approval" Award for the day!
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...... PHvas s LW LIS LULpAILY O BPICUrean friends,

I maintain instead that O the Good King itself constitutes a positive case
fora Fo{m Eaf Epicurean statesmanship.? Although Philodemus’ analysis of
[io:;r:;: Il:?agt; m;i{e; 1111:&;11; :szezzl Stgﬁ elements Ifmm kmgship literar1ure,

‘ . especially compatible with Epicureanism,
and one, I think, especially articulared within the school. XD 7 identifies
glory as arisky pleasure, but adds that there would be no reason not to enjo
1t were it risk-free. A ruler’s virtuous exercise of power leads to, or at lej:;us?,tr
tends to promote, his safery.™ I suggest that, with the help of Philodemus
and others like him, Roman statesmen were able to connect two strands
of Epir);urf:,an thought in order to justify their political life: one, that 2
pefrson s virtues are productive of the good will and love of others, actual
pleasures in themselves;s the other, that power can in fact lead to safety
Co{n'bining the two could result in the claim that the virtuous exercise oxé
political power can sometimes provide safety as well as pleasure to a ruler.

Epicurean statesmen in previous generations likely held a similar point of
VIEW,

Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2023 at 10:35 PM

This is a fact of history that is new to me -- | was not aware that the historical Torquatus of
Cicero's time had died as a hero in battle only a few years before De Finibus was written. Not
sure exactly the implication of that but it strikes me that Fish is correct that this would have
been a factor in Cicero choosing to use him as the Epicurean spokesman - presumably

indicating Torquatus' good standing in Cicero's mind.

RE TEFEREY FISH

his arwn safery for thar of ochers ¥ samething no trus Epicarean coubd ever
consistently do, Cheeno’s incention in selecting Torquarus as kis Epscurean
s;n:h-:sn'ar: was presumably to endoree 4 paridos, although the creation
of 2 hackirop thet served o subvert Torquarus’ argument may akio have
beeen 4 Facrar. The Buet thar Torguatis hud died 21 3 Gogo in bards | has
owir vears before the compesizion of D fmirer will have bean comstanihy

it Tenis Lecero is hardly alone in doubbing

Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2023 at 10:44 PM
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Cropped and OCR'd version of this article is now here:

File
Jeffrey Fish - Not All Politicians Are Sisyphus - What Roman Epicureans
Were Taught About Politics

Well researched presentation of the argument that Epicurean philosophy can embrace, in
proper circumstances, prudent participation in political affairs. | think this document is likely to
become one of our key references on "engagement with society."

A
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Cassius
March 6, 2023 at 10:43 PM

Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2023 at 10:54 PM

There is a lot of discussion in this article about Philodemus' "On The Good King" but | do not
recall that we have discussed it here much in the past.

We need to find the best available translations / reconstructions of what is left and start a
thread on that under Ethics:

Although chere is an wndeesand ang that the i'J“_ ruder will reign over &
prospering and peaceful kingdom, Philedemuas’ focus is che well-being and
hnpplr.:s: af the rul=c® In a guowstion already known o eadier edinors,
through the jusm and péous Li||-|_' a land i mid 1 Bourish for him, and ics
peophe are sid to prosper [ g0, 113=14). OF cracial impa reance go Philode-
msus, Homer affirms that chere is emjomenr in living ard ruling fustly. Such
a view af virtue iz carirely foreign ro Swoicism, & podng averleaked in pre-
vious aremps (o view the treatise chrough char lens.®® It would b bave
proven urappealing o Peripatenes ar Platoniss ™ Alchough Cicero seresses
the impertance and utilty of a grod repuracion in bis lener 1o his brothes
Quiintus an how o bes Fovern a pm-vjllct.“' bie s comaniteed 4o viewing
the happiress of a ruler and the bappiness of his people & ssendally rvo
separace things, The gral of happines for those governed will often meean
the unkbappines of the viensaus ruler, 2 false dichoromy for Phil odemus ¥
By exploring how a ruler, cheougls his virtwe, coeates as safe and stable 2 nide
as possible, Philodemus' meazise also peesants the ioverse of whiar we find
in the disoassion of palitics by his cantemperary and Pellow Epicurean,

Post by “Joshua” of March 6, 2023 at 11:58 PM
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"Retaining his imperium, or power to command, Torquatus was in Africa in 47.[17] There the
surviving boni raised an army which included 40,000 men (about 8 legions), a powerful cavalry
force led by Caesar's former right-hand man, the talented Titus Labienus, forces of allied local
kings and 60 war elephants. The two armies engaged in small skirmishes to gauge the strength
of the opposing force, during which two legions switched to Caesar's side. Meanwhile, Caesar
expected reinforcements from Sicily. In the beginning of February 46, Caesar arrived in Thapsus
and besieged the city. The boni, led by Metellus Scipio, could not risk the loss of this position
and were forced to accept battle. Scipio commanded "without skill or success",[18] and Caesar
won a crushing victory which ended the war. Torquatus fled the field along with Scipio,
attempting to escape to Hispania, but was trapped at Hippo Regius by the fleet of Publius
Sittius. Scipio committed suicide on board a ship and Torquatus either committed suicide with
him or was captured and executed.[19]"

Post by “Cassius” of March 7, 2023 at 1:28 AM

So Torquatus was fighting with the remains of Pompey's Senatorial forces, against Caesar?

No doubt that would have endeared him to Cicero, if true.

Post by “Don” of March 7, 2023 at 4:51 AM
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Philodemi Peri tou kath' homeron agathou basileos libellus; editit [.] Alexander Olivieri :
Philodemus, ca. 110-ca. 40 B.C : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

26

archive.org

"On the Good King According to Homer" in Greek and Latin.

Not the most helpful for us, but posting here to provide an idea of the condition of the papyrus.
You can take a look at the Greek text and see the are fragments at the beginning but a good
amount of in relatively good shape.

Also:

23.1.Fish | Society for Classical Studies

| n

Jeffrey Fish

www.baylor.edu

The Closing Columns of Philodemus’ ON THE GOOD KING ACCORDING TO HOMER, PHERC. 1507
COLS. 95-98 (= COLS. 40-43 DORANDI)

This article presents a reedition of the nal columns of Philodemus’ On the Good King According
to Homer (columns 95-98 = cols. 40-43 Dorandi). In the nal...

www.academia.edu
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Odysseus and the Epicureans

Odysseus was one of the classic role models for the Stoics. And he was my favorite
mythological hero when | was a kid. Both excellent reasons for this...
howtobeastoic.wordpress.com

Post by “Cassius” of March 7, 2023 at 7:21 AM

Thank you Don! This is such a recurring question that | am going to redo the FAQ on
"Engagement with Society" based on the material in this article, and also add Dr. Fish to the list
of people that would make potential good interviewees on the podcast.
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