A model of painlessness / aponia consistent with
Lucretius' "vessel" analogy and references to the
fullness of pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of May 3, 2015 at 10:35 PM

The issue of "painlessness" / "aponia" is controversial and needs much discussion.

| have collected on this page my current understanding of the issue, as well as cites and
references for the position that painlessness is not paradoxical, but is in fact simply understood
as a life so full of pleasure that no room is left for the experience of pain, a formulation found
stated by Cicero.

This is not the only possible formulation of this issue by any means, but it seems to me that any
formulation must be consistent with the full scope of the available evidence and be consistent
with the role of Pleasure/Pain in the Canon of Truth, the insistence of Epicurus that words be
used in ordinary, familiar, and clear meaning, and the many statements to the effect that
"pleasure" is the guide of life.
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