Episode One Hundred Forty-Nine - "Epicurus And His
Philosophy" Part 05 - The Early Years of Epicurus

Post by “Cassius” of November 17, 2022 at 8:15 AM

Welcome to Episode One Hundred Forty-Nine of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to
the poet Lucretius, who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the only complete presentation of
Epicurean philosophy left to us from the ancient world.

Each week we'll walk you through the ancient Epicurean texts, and we'll discuss how Epicurean
philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we invite you
to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com, where you will find a discussion
thread for each of our podcast episodes and many other topics.

We're now in the process of a series of podcasts intended to provide a general overview of
Epicurean philosophy based on the organizational structure employed by Norman DeWitt in his
book "Epicurus and His Philosophy."

This week we discuss a number of fundamental points about the cultural and academic context
in which the philosophy of Epicurus arose:

e The Cultural Content

o Born in 341 BC, seven years after death of Plato and seven years before Alexander
crossed Hellespont to conquer Persia.

o Platonism was dominant in higher education.

o When Epicurus arrived in Athens the Cynics were in revolt against conventional
philosophy.

o Epicurus owes debt to the later Aristotle in that Epicurus focused on organic life
instead of inorganic, leading to setting Nature as furnishing the norm rather than
hypostatized Reason as taught by Plato.

o Chief negative influences of the time were Platonism and oratory, both of which
were focused on the political.

o Epicurus declared war on the whole system of Platonic education. More than half of
Principle Doctrines are direct contradictions of Platonism.

o It is a major mistake to consider Stoicism to be the primary antagonist of
Epicureans - this ignores that Stoicism was developed after Epicurean philosophy:
the main enemy of Epicurus was Platonism.

e Epicurus A Man of Erudition

o Some detractors of Epicurus claim he was an ignoramus and enemy of all culture.

This is absurd.
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o Epicurus was precocious as a child and challenged his teachers on the origin of the
universe.

o Epicurus no doubt received Platonic schooling in geometry, dialectic, and rhetoric.

o Epicurus shows great familiarity with Platonic texts and more than half of his
doctrines are rejections of Platonic positions.

o Epicurus declared dialectic a superfluity but criticized Plato with acumen and wrote
against the Megarians, the contemporary experts in logic.

o Epicurus rejected geometry as relevant to ethics but adopted the procedures of
Euclid in his own textbooks. Epicurus refuted mathematicians’ claims that matter is
infinitely divisible.

o Epicurus was clearly familiar with Aristotle and adopted many of his findings.

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/51989633

Post by “Cassius” of November 23, 2022 at 8:09 AM

Episode 149 of the Lucretius Today podcast has now been published:

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/51989633

Post by “Don” of November 23, 2022 at 9:49 AM

Speaking of history timelines, | copied my alternative Epicurean timeline from a thread to my
Wall:

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/311-don/#wall/comment425

It's based on the idea that Diogenes Laertius is writing Book 10 of his Lives of Eminent
Philosophers right now in 2022 CE.

Post by “Cassius” of November 23, 2022 at 10:06 AM
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Quote from Don

Speaking of history timelines, | copied my alternative Epicurean timeline from a thread
to my Wall:

Yes that is what | was looking for -- thank you!

Post by “Cassius” of November 23, 2022 at 10:23 AM

Hmmm -- OK Don has a timeline by major recognizable figures, even if they are not Epicurean.
Nate's is a listing of known Epicureans to date.

| scent a project that is needed -- a "pretty" (graphical form with colors) time line with several
columns. One column | think would be major world people / events such as Don's listing. Maybe
another would column be a listing of Epicureans only. Maybe another column for "events in
Epicurean history" such as the best guess of publication dates of Epicurus' writings, Lucretius'
Poem, Philodemus's works, Diogenes' Wall at Onoanda, and extending perhaps into major
events such as "rediscovery" of Lucretius, Gassendi, etc? Would this be the best arrangement
or would other columns make sense? We really don't need a "history of world philosophies"
chart that incorporates the major other ones, unless maybe the column for world events lists
things of relevance to the Epicureans that document the rise of Judeo/Christianity in the ancient
world? Maybe that would be part of the "people/events” column, and a thord column might be
"associated pictures."

| suspect this will be a dream that won't soon happen but we have the raw material from the
work Don and Nate have done already. Quite possibly a google spreadsheet like was used on
the Stoicism chart would work and allow joint editing:

The Stoic Spreadsheet:

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2744-episode-one-hundred-forty-nine-epicurus-and-his-philosophy-part-
05-the-early-yea/ 3



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2744-episode-one-hundred-forty-nine-epicurus-and-his-philosophy-part-05-the-early-yea/?postID=20773#post20773
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2744-episode-one-hundred-forty-nine-epicurus-and-his-philosophy-part-05-the-early-yea/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2744-episode-one-hundred-forty-nine-epicurus-and-his-philosophy-part-05-the-early-yea/

Epicurean Philosophy v. Stoicism - A Comparison Chart with Citations

Epicurean vs. Stoic A Comparison Chart With Citations To Sources In The Ancient Texts (see
also a Comparison Chart on The Goal of Life) Issue Epicurean...

docs.google.com

Consider this to be a Mock-up only
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TimeLine of Epicurean Philosophy

Time Line of Epicurean Philosophy Notable People And World Events Events In The Epicurean
School Associated Pictures? 1 Does “truth” exist? If so, how...
docs.google.com

| added this to the "To-Do" list: EpicureanFriends To-Do List
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