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EPICUREAN PHILOSOPHY ZOOM DISCUSSION
WEDNESDAY AUG. 17TH, 8:30PM ET
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PD21: He who rned the

complete is easy to obtain, so hat there is
need of actions which involve competition.

PD22: We must consider both the real
purpose and all the evidence of direct
perception, to which we always refer the

conclusions of opinion; otherwise, all will be
full of doubt and confusion.
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Post by “Godfrey” of August 16, 2022 at 2:45 PM

It was said in another thread that PD22 was included in a "paragraph" with PD18-21 (I don't
remember where that grouping was written). | was just reading through the PDs by Saint-Andre
and, at least in his translation | felt that PD22 would be more appropriately lumped with PD23-
25. It's almost a transition between the two groups, but to me it fits better with the latter group.

| have no idea what scholar I'm disagreeing with but | thought I'd mention it

Post by “Cassius” of August 16, 2022 at 3:14 PM

You are right Godfrey - | will take the blame for messing this up. PD22 clearly belongs with 23-
25.

Why don't we plan to focus on 21 and consider the many ramifications of that one, especially
the "no need of actions which involve competition."

| think there are varying translations of "competition" and we can also use this to continue to
sort out the issue of how much "ambition" is appropriate in the pursuit of pleasure.

Post by “Godfrey” of August 16, 2022 at 4:57 PM

Cassius just blame it on an unknown scholar, that's where | thought the grouping came from

-
-

Post by “Cassius” of August 17, 2022 at 7:37 PM

Just bumping this thread == if you have time, join us tonight at 8:30 Eastern!
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Post by “Godfrey” of August 17, 2022 at 8:33 PM

Sorry that | won't make it, but | have two comments on PD21. Maybe more like questions than
comments....

| was thinking that "the limits of life" in this PD may actually be "the limits of the good life".
Looking through Nate's compilation | see that Strodach actually used that wording, although
he's the only one and I've no idea of the Greek nuance.

The reason this may be important is that what is described in this PD might be considered a
lower limit of the good life. | know of no evidence for this, but it comes from my thinking that
the categories of desires describe a sweet spot between a lower limit of a good life as described
here, and an upper limit at the nebulous place where desires become unlimited.

Post by “Don” of August 17, 2022 at 10:07 PM

It could be important in that PD21 does say "the limits" of life: T& népata tod Biov and not "the
limit". There's more than one limit implied by that plural. Does it mean the two extreme limits?
The singular form is mépac:

Henry George Liddell, Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, mépa™¢

| find it interesting that the LS) definition includes that népag (peras) "generally, limit, either
opposite of &pxri (arkhé), or including it"

The &pyxri and téAog are what

"pleasure is the beginning/foundation/dpxri and the end/goal/teAog of a blessed life tod
pokapilwg ChAv (same blessed as in PD1)."

We also find népac in:

48. While you are on the road, try to make the later part better than the earlier part; and be
equally happy when you reach the end.

nelpdoBal Ty VoTEPav TAC MPOTEPAC KPE(TTW TOLE(Y, £WC Av &v 06K WHEV: €meldav &' &ml
népac EABwHEY, OUaARC e0@palveaBal.

PD10

El T& mounTIKA [TRV mepl ToLEC dowWToLg RGovv] EAve ToLG PéBouC TAC Slavoiag Tol¢ [Te mepl
METEWPWVY Kol BavdTov Kal dAynddévwv], €Tt T€ TO Mé€pac TOV EmBLULRVY £6(6aokev, oLK Av TOTE
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elyopev 6 TL pepyaipeda adTolg, MAVTAXOOEY EKTTANPOLIEVOLE TRV NBovRVY Kal oLOaudBev olte
TO &Ayolv olte TO AuTtoOEVOY EXOLALY, 8 TiEP £0TL TO KAKOV.

Saint-Andre ,(with revision): If the things that produced the delights of those who are decadent
washed away the mind’s fears about astronomical phenomena and death and suffering, and
furthermore if they taught us the-limits—ef eurpains—and-desires—(literal: the limit of desires
(epithymion)), then we would have no complaints against them, since they would be filled with
every joy and would contain not a single pain or distress (and that’'s what is bad).

népac also shows up in PD18 "the limit of pleasure"; in the variant dneipog "unlimited, infinite"
in PD19 as well as the limits measures by reason: "Infinite time and finite time contain the
same amount of joy, if its limits are measured out through reasoning."
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