Presenting the Principal Doctrines in Narrative Form

Post by “Cassius” of August 12, 2022 at 8:37 AM

Don has recently emphasized the importance of not reading the Doctrines in isolation from
each other, and that the original format probably was not divided into 40 doctrines as we have
them.

Let's talk about how they are logically divided in narrative form. Here is a first draft at dividing
them logically - can this be improved?

The Principal Doctrines [The Epicurus College Wiki]

Post by “Don” of August 12, 2022 at 9:01 AM

I'm going to at some point go through the manuscripts like | started to for that other post to see
if there are any obvious demarcations in the texts.

But this is a good start!!

Cassius !

Post by “Eikadistes” of August 12, 2022 at 9:54 AM

My letter at the beginning of my Doxai contains an attempt at linking the ideas together fluidly:
Dear Stranger,

Your Best Life is an existence of uninterruptible satisfaction. Never let fear disrupt your Best
Life. Remember, pleasure peaks when your pain has been relieved. All pain is temporary, and
the worst pain is the most brief.

Living a full life requires sense, dignity, and decency. Make choices based on their
consequences, not ideology. Know that fame is no guarantee of your Best Life.
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Keep pleasure as your goal, even though pleasurable things sometimes cause pain. Things are
“good” when they relieve pain and “evil” when they increase pain. Ignorance of “good” and
“evil” leads to even more pain; knowing that pleasure is good dispels fear.

Defense against others is pointless if you live in fear of the unknown. Real security means
knowledge, discretion, and privacy, not wealth and power. The best things in life are free;
luxuries always come with added stress. Minimize the impact of “bad luck” by making wise
decisions. Be honest to enjoy your freest life; cheating leads to angst.

Physical pleasure is painlessness; mental pleasure is fearlessness. There is no greater joy than
pure pleasure. The Good Life is available to everyone, no matter how long they live. There is no
need to compete for happiness; Nature provides it abundantly.

Reconcile your opinions with evidence. If you doubt your eyes, you'll never be able to see
clearly. Listen carefully, but don't believe everything you hear.

Always make decisions with your Best Life in mind. Rest assured, wants are easier to forget
than needs; needs are easier to satisfy. Friendship is our greatest source of pleasure, and also ,
our greatest source of security. Some desires are needs, some, wants , and some, unhealthy
obsessions. Commit to healthy priorities to live your Best Life.

Justice is just a natural peace. Anything incapable of peace is incapable of justice. Universal
laws are not real; only natural peace is real. Therefore, violating the law is not evil; what is evil
is the pain of spending your life looking over your shoulder. Violating the peace of nature,
however, is always unjust. Even so, justice is not the same for everyone. Violating the law can
be just, when the law, itself becomes unjust.

At your best, form genuine friendships and spread cheer. At your worst, avoid making enemies.
Cultivate a true circle of loved ones to help you live your Best Life.

May you cultivate true happiness,

Nate

Post by “Don” of August 15, 2022 at 11:00 PM

Okay, as promised, here are the best digitized manuscripts | can find online of Diogenes
Laertius with citations and images of where the Principal Doctrines start. | have not begun to go
through the various texts to see where gaps appear to be, but the Oxford Arundel MS531
seems to be the most promising for that exercise; however, the others definitely need to be
examined.
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Oh, and this isn't intended to be just for people who read Greek. | would be curious for anyone
to take a look at the pages starting where I've indicated to see if anyone sees, to their eyes,
natural breaks in the text. Even if you don't read Greek, point them out! We'll see where they
end up.

Enjoy!
First manuscript from 14th century CE

codex Parisinus gr. 1759 (14th c.) known as P
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Diogéne Laérce

Diogéne Laérce -- 1075-1150 -- manuscrits
gallica.bnf.fr
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Principal Doctrines start on 247v, bottom of page, middle of the 3rd line from the bottom with
TO MAKOPLOV...

ViR gMiMRE-dmReZ5wRSQVAtRMyBaKEozXovnq)BF24 vfT6A0403ipiycYBXpFNOrsmedXYSxyaorCkdI5hct-nWe

Second manuscript from 14/15th c. CE

codex Parisinus gr. 1758 (14th or 15th c.) known as Q

Im

Grec 1758
Grec 1758 -- 1401-1500 -- manuscrits
gallica.bnf.fr

Principal Doctrines start on folio 206, middle of page; 14 lines from the top, right side;
alternatively, 12 lines from the bottom

Wéabhidhedl fjfObYakiShajvOI2AJAONEYmMY|jltgu6Gqg-kijs3S4Stlajb07DvVkkD-B3rjgZ7Xurpnjm-5wDJT92fOM2LC
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Third manuscript from the 12 century CE
codex Laurentianus Plut.69.35 - written 1101-1200 CE (12 century CE)

http://mss.bmlonline.it/s.aspx?ld=AWOItZA211A4r7GxMME1&c=Laertius%20Diogenes#/oro/496

Principal Doctrines start on folio 243v, 10 lines from the bottom on the left side.

1 Fydm6BX L) MO2KmstkhrKwOpDM5IBZixsxtNK9CKEJjhhB5KL3BT4VRSDzc20lFluS5mitlvm1h5Nrh8p7UZo6mK

Fourth Manuscript from 2nd half of 15th century CE
Oxford Arundel MS531

https://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=arundel ms 531 fsO01lr

Principal Doctrines start on f.176r: 7 lines down from the top after a NOTICEABLE SPACE in the
text.

mKR6VeeBpyketXEONKOhw bro coleBBPdjW7eQcsqOuS5PTMKAzVHQASZwWFwWNIIAQrWy7-ndyqP6MEGzaczQP

There is a fifth manuscript, codex Vaticanus gr. 140 (14th c.) known as W
DigiVatLib

but the digital copy is in terrible shape!

Post by “Cassius” of August 16, 2022 at 6:36 AM

Wow thank you Don! At least we are now pretty sure the original was NOT divided neatly and
numbered to 40! But | do see regular "dots" that presumably indicate something (?)

Post by “Don” of August 16, 2022 at 6:43 AM

Quote from Cassius
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Wow thank you Don! At least we are now pretty sure the original was divided neatly
and numbered to 40! But | do see regular "dots" that presumably indicate something

(?)

My pleasure! It was fun.

The "dots" are typically either "semi-colons" (a raised dot in Greek manuscripts) or periods.

Post by “Cassius” of August 16, 2022 at 6:56 AM

1. | corrected the omitted "not" in what | wrote.

2. Do we think even those dots date back to the original, or did they evolve later?

Post by “Don” of August 16, 2022 at 7:28 AM

Quote from Cassius

Do we think even those dots date back to the original, or did they evolve later

Greek orthography - Wikipedia

For contrast, here's a page from Philodemus' On Choices and Avoidances from P.Herc. 1251.
dating to between 50 to 1 BCE.
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At that time, everyone just "knew" where to read punctuation and the script was written
continuously and in all "capitals" to our way of thinking... But that was just how they wrote.
Once Greek started to be a lingua franca among disparate cultures (or just to make it easier to
read!), the punctuation and accent marks were "invented" and added to the text.

It's the difference between this:

ITWOULDBEQUITEDIFFIC

ULTBUTNOTIMPOSSIBLE

TOREADTHISWAYINTEXT

and this

It would be quite difficult, but not impossible, to read this way in text.

So, the "punctuation marks" were always there, after a fashion, even if they weren't written.
That said, it can be interesting to see how phrases were punctuated. Here's an example from
my characteristics of the sage:

Epicurean Sage - Service to a king... A sage will be grateful to anyone who corrects them

Hicks: And he will make money, but only by his wisdom, if he should be in poverty, and he will
pay court to a king, if need be. Yonge: The wise man will also,...

sites.google.com

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 5:09 PM

The Latin translation here also has no numbers or divisions:
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Diogenes Laertius. De Vitis, Dogmat. & Apopht. Clarorum Philosophorum. 1615 : Diogenes
Laertius : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

Enzyklothek

archive.org

Quod beatum atque...

Post by “Cassius” of June 21, 2023 at 6:24 PM

So that would indicate the numbered divisions are no older than the 1600's.... Would be very
interesting to know who first used them!

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 7:02 PM

Laertii Diogenis vitae et sententiae eorvm qvi in philosophia probati fvervnt : Diogenes Laertius
: Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

[187] leaves ; 28 cm (fol.)

archive.org

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 7:17 PM
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Diogenis Laertii De vita et moribus philosophorum libri 10. Cum indice locupletissimo : Diogenes

: Laertius : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive
archive.org

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 7:25 PM

Spanish 1792

Les diez libros de Didégenes Laercio: sobre las vidas, opinidnes y sentencias de los filésofes ... :

Diogenes Laertius : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

Book digitized by Google from the library of the University of Michigan and uploaded to the
Internet Archive by user tpb.

archive.org
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Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 7:31 PM

French 1758

Les vies des plus illustres philosophes de I'antiquité: avec leurs dogmes ... : Diogenes Laertius ,
Diogenes Laercio , Diogenes, Jacques Georges de Chauffepié : Free Download, Borrow, and
Streaming : Internet Archive

Book digitized by Google from the library of the New York Public Library and uploaded to the
Internet Archive by user tpb.

archive.org

Post by “Joshua” of June 21, 2023 at 7:49 PM

Danish scholar Marcus Meibomius

Post by “Joshua” of June 21, 2023 at 7:52 PM

See page two of my Interlinear Lucretius thread for that conversation.
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Post by “Cassius” of June 21, 2023 at 8:03 PM

OK so we established there that the 40 enumeration probably does not date before the 1800's
or so | gather,.

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 8:22 PM

Philosophische Geschichte : Diogenes Laertius : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming :

Internet Archive
archive.org

German, 1806, with 44 Principal Doctrines?

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 9:47 PM

Quote from Joshua

Danish scholar Marcus Meibomius

So, Marcus divided the books into paragraphs; what | called verses in my Menoikeus translation.
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Usener's Epicurea was published in 1887; but we have above the 1758 French translation with
enumerated PDs. Curiouser and curiouser.

I'm wondering if Martin is able to determine where the 44 comes from in the German
translation.

Post by “Don” of June 21, 2023 at 10:28 PM

Sorry, I'll stop soon...

Diogenis Laertii de vitis, dogmatibus et apophthegmatibus clarorum philosophorum libri X. :
Graece et Latine / ad fidem optimorum librorum quam correctissime ...

Here's a Greek/Latin edition from Curiae Regnitianae : Apud G. ). Puttnerum, 1739. That
includes 44 Principal Doctrines again. Interestingly, the-Greek-isret-subdivided. Oh, mistaken!
The Greek text does have Greek numbers in the PDs!! Now I'll have to go and verify those
weren't there...| don't believe they were, but can't hurt to check!... Yeah, the books from the
1500s definitely do not have numbered PDs in Latin or Greek.

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 12:06 AM

Okay, this was VERY interesting. | used the 1739 Greek with Latin translation to compare with
the text at Perseus Digital Library:

1739: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nnc1.0021...7768674761-1400

Perseus Greek (DL, Book 10): http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?do...0%3Achapter%3D1

Perseus English (DL, Book 10):
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?do...0%3Achapter%3D1

| used the Greek text to compare with each other since 1739 had 44 Principal Doctrines and
Perseus (i.e., Hicks, 1972) had the "normal" 40! | wanted to see what was different. And were
there differences!! Starting at 44, | had to go all the way back to PD18 to get the lists to
coincide!! Some Hicks were divided by the 1739, a couple 1739's were combinations of Hicks,
and so on. To follow the numbers, capital Roman numerals are the 1739. Hicks uses a modified
Roman numeral system with f being V (5). So, where 1739 uses XXVI for 26; Hicks would use
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xxfL for 26. I'm also, in part, placing this here to serve as notes for myself and anyone else who
wants to dive in to this.

Principle Doctrine Comparison: 1739 edition vs Hicks 1972 (Perseus Digital Library)

[139] [L.] TO pakdplov kol deBaptov olte adTO MPdyuaTa £xel 00te AAAW TopPEXEL, WOTE olTE
opyaic olte xdploL ouvéxetal: €v doBevel yap ndv to TolodTov. [év GAAOLC 6€ @naL ToLG Beolg
AOYyw BewpnToicg, oD pEV Kot APLOPOY DPeoTWTAC, oUC 68 KO’ Ouos(belav ék TAC ouveyxodC
EMPPLOEWC TV OHol{wY eIBWAWY &ML TO a0TO AnoTETEAEOUEVWL AVBPWTOELSKIC.]

[L.] O B4vaTtog 006&v MPOC APAC: TO Yap SlaAuBEy avalaodnTtel: TO 6° dvaloBntolv o006EV TPOC
AMGG.

[ue.] 'Opog Tob peyéBoug TGV AdovV R mavtog Tod &Ayolvtog OmeEaipeotg. 6mov &' Gv TO
AOOUEVOY €Vij, KaB™ BV &v Xpdvov f, oK E0TL TO &AyoDv | TO AUTIOOHEVOY A TO CUVAUPOTEQOV.

211 [140] [f.] OO xpoviCel TO dAyoldv cuvex®c év TR oapk(, AAAX TO uUEV AKpov TOV EAQXLOTOV
xpovov mdpeoTt, TO 6& pOvov Omeptelvov TO ABOUEVOV KATA Odpka 00 TMOAAXG NUEPAC
oLpMEVEL212 al & moAuxpdviol TV APPWOTLOV MAEoVElov £xovat TO ABSUEVOY €v T oapkl A
mep to dAyodv.

[f.] OOK ZoTwv ABéwc TRv Gvev ToD EPOVIHWC KOl KAAKC Kol Sikailwg, <obLdE @poviuwg Kal
KaAQC Kal Sikaiwe> &vev Tod N6EWC. 8Tw 6 TodTO U OM&pyeL €€ o0 AV PPOVIHWE, KAl KOAGC
Kal Sikailwg vmdpyel, o0k £€o0TL TobTOV AGEWC CAv.

213 [141] [fi.] “Eveka TtoD Bappelv £€ avBpwnwy, AV Katd ooty [&pxAc kol Baotieiac] dyabdv,
¢€ Qv Bv note ToDO’ oléC T’ A MopacKeLETETOAL.

[fuw.] "Evbo€ol kal mepiBAentol Tvec €BovAriBnoav yevéaBal, Thv €€ avBpwTiwy dopaAclay olTw
voui{Covteg mepunojoecBatl. Wot’ €l PEV &oQaANG 6 TGy TowlTWY Blog, améAaBov TO TAC
PUOEWC &yaBdv: €l 68 uf AoPaArc, o0k Exovaty o0 Eveka € dpyxfc Katd T TAC PUoEWC oikelov
wpéxdnoav.

[ful] OvbBepla ndovn KaB’ €auTtd KAKOY: GAAX TA TWQOV ABOVOY TMONTIKA TOAAAMANC{OUC
EMLQEPEL TAG OXARTELG TV NOOVRV.

214 [142] [w.] El katenukvodTo mdoa ndovr, Kal xpdvw Kal mept 6Aov TO &Opoloua OTAPXEY A
TA KLPLWTATA €PN TAC PUOEWC, 00K &v ToTE BLEéPepov AAAAAWY al Rdovad.

[x.] El T& moinTikd TV mepl TOUG AowWToLG ABoVOY EAvE ToLC POBoLC THC dlavolag Tolg TE mepl
METEWPWVY KAl BavdTtou Kol dAAynddvwy, €TL TE TO MEPag TV EmBLULWVY €6(Baokev, 00K Gv ToTE
elyopev 6 TL éuepypdpueba avTolg, mavtayd0ev elomAnpovpévolg Ty Adovv Kal 00daudBev obte
TO &Ayolv olte TO AuTtoOEVOY EXOLALY, 8 TIEP £0TL TO KAKOV.

[xt.] EL unBev Auag al TOv petewpwy dmoylat AvwyAovv Kal al mept OavaTov, A moTe MPoOG NUAG
A T, ETL Te TO WA KATAVOEIY TODG 6pouC TWV AAYNGOVWY Kal TGV EmBLULY, ODK Av
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npooededueba pualoAoyiag.

215 [143] [xw.] OOk Av TO QoPOOUEVOY AVEWY DMEP TRV KUPLWTATWY WA KATEWSOTA TG | TOD
oOunavToC QUOLG, GAN’ OMOMTELOMEVOY TU TOV KOTX TODC MOBouC: (IoTe Oo0K AV &vev
puoloAoyiag akepaiovg TaG NOOVAC ATOAAUBAVELY.

[xut.] 0082V BpeA0OC AV TAV KOT  AvBPWMOLE AOPAAELOY KOTAOKELETETBAL TGV EVWOEY LTIOTTWY
KOOESTWTWY Kol TWV LIO YAG KAl AMAXG TWVY év TR dnelpw.

[xf.] TAc dopaieiag TAC €€ AvOPWNMWY YEVOUEVNG UEXPL TWVOC Suvduel Te €EepeloTiknN216 Kal
eoumopla eiAtkpveotdTn yivetal f €k TAC novyi{ag kol EKXwPRoEWS TV MOAADVY dopdAcLa.

217 [144] [xf.] O ThAc @VLocwg MA0DTOC KOl WploTal Kol €0MOPLOTOC €0TWV: 6 6 TV KEVRV
60EWv eic aAmelpov ékmimTeL.

[xf..] Bpaxéa co@@® TOXN MOpePminTel, TA 8¢ PEYLOTA KOl KUPLWTOTA O AOYLOMOG OLWYKNKE KOl
KaTd TOV guvexf xpdévov tod Blov Slotkel Kal GlolkroEL.

[xfu.]1 0O 6ikatog atapakTéTATOC, 6 6 AdLkOC MAE{oTNG TaAPAXAG YEUWV.

[Xful.] OOk énavEeTtal év TH capkl | Adovr, Emeldav dnag To0 kKot &vdelav dAyoldv €Ealpebi,
AAAQ pévov molkiAAeTaL. (XIX) TAC 8¢ dlavolag ToO Mépag TO KATh THAV RGovAv dneyévvnoev i Te
To0TWY adTWV €KASYNOLC Kol TWY OUoyevy TolToLG, 800 ToLG peyioToug péBoug napeokeLale
T dravolq.

XX 218 [145] [xwx.] O amelpog xpodvog (onv Exel TV ROovAv Kal 6 MEMEPATUEVOC, €AV TG ADTAC
TA MEPATA KATAUETPAON TG AOYLOU.

XXI [xx.] H(1739: El) pév (1739: n) oap€ anéAaBe ta mépata TAC Ndovic &mnelpa, Kol EMELPOC
avTRV Xpovog mapeokevaoey. (XXI) A (1739: Ei) 6& Sldvola tod TAC 0apKOG TEAOUG Kal MEPATOC
AoBoboa TOv €mAoylopov Kal Ttobg LmeEp Tod ai®voc @béBoug ékADoooa TOv mavteAf] Blov
nopeokKeVOOEY, Kal 00B&v €Tl Tob anelpov xpdvou mpocederidn: <obL> Unv AAA" olte E€puye TRV
néovry, 006’ fRvika TRV €¢€aywynv ék tod CAv Ta npdyuata napeokebalev, WG EAAe(moOvVod TL
100 dploTou Blov katéotpepev. (NOTE: The two €U's "IF" AT THE BEGINNING OF 1739'S XXI AND
XXII AND HOW THEY SPLIT #20 IN PERSEUS)

XX 219 [146] [xxt.] 'O t& népata Tod Biov KATELWBWC OlBEV, WC €OMOPLOTOV €0TL TO <TO>
aAyodv Kat’ &vdelav éEalpodv Kol TO TOV BAov Blov mavteARf KaBLoTdv: Kot oLOEV Mpoodeital
MPAYHATWY AyRDVAC KEKTNHEVWY.

XXIV [xxw.] To O0peotnkdc Oel Téhog émAoyi{CeocBal kol mdocav TNV évdpyelav, €9 Hv TA
60&aldueva dvayouev: €l 6& prf, mdvta dkploiag kal Tapaxfc €otal peotd. (1739 HAS SOME
SPELLING DIFFERENCES: 0@eoTNnKOG < DQPECNKOG; MECTA < PECQ

XXV [xxut.] Et pdyn ndoag taic aiobriogeowv, ovy €€eLg 000™ 0¢ Gv @G abTWY dlewedoBat MPOg
T{ molovpevog TNV dvaywynv kpivng.
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XXVI 220 [147] [xxf.] EL T’ ékBaAelc anA®¢ alobnaowv kal pn dlatpioelg 10 60Ealéuevoy KaTd
TO MPOOoMévov Kal TO mopov A6N katd TAV alobnowv kol Td mddn Kal ndcav QAVTOOTLKAY
gmpBoAnv thA¢ Olavolag, ovvtapdfelg kal TAG Aownag aiobriocelc TH potalw 66En, Wote TO
KpLTApPLov dmav EKBaAelc. (XXVII) el 6& BeBalwoelg Kal TO mMpoouévov dmav év Talg 6oEaoTikaic
évvolalg Kal TO R AV émpaptipnoy, o0K EéKAE{pelg TO OLEWPeLOPEVOY: WG TETNPNKWCS £on
ndoav dueloBriTnov kata naoav Kplow tod dpBRC fj un 6pORKG.

XXVII. 221 [148] [xxf.] El un mapd médvta Kopov Enavoicelg EKAOTOV TWY MPATTOUEVWY ETIL TO
TéAo¢ TAG PUOEWC, GAAQ TIpoKaTaOTPEYELG €l TE puyNV €l Te BlwELV TToloVEVOC €l¢ GAADO TL, OUK
goovtal ool Tolg Adyolc ai mpdEelg akdAovboL.

(APPEARS "OUT OF ORDER" AS ALTERNATIVE TEXT for 32 BELOW) [xxft.] TGv émBuuiidv doat un
En’ aAyolv €movdyouvov €av R oLUMANPWOXAOY, oLK eiolv dvaykaiat &AA’ €08LayLTOV TV
BpeEv Exovowy, 8tav duondploTol A BAGBNG dnepyaoTikal 6GEWOLY lvad.

(NOT APPEARING AS THIS IN 1739 EDITION, see below: [xxfi.] Qv | copia mapackevdletat €ic
TRV 100 6Aov Blou pakapldTnTa, MOAD HEYLOTOY £0TLY i TAG QLAlAC KTAOLG.)

(NOT APPEARING AS THIS IN 1739 EDITION, see below: [xxfuwt.] 'H a0t yvwun Bappelv Te
¢rnoinosv Onép Tod MNBEV aiviov elval 6ewodv pndE moAvypdviov, kol TAV £v adToic TOlC
WPLOPEVOLG GOQAAELOY PLAlOLG222 HEALoTa KOTEIDE oLUVTEAOLUEVNVY.)

(ALTERNATE TEXT for 29, combines text from xxfu. and xxful from Perseus: Qu 1| cogia
nopackevdletatl €ig TNV TOD 6AoL Blov pakapldTNTA, MOAD HEYLOOY €0 1 TAG GLAlaG KTAOLG.
Kol TNV €v ouTolc Tolg wplopévolg aoedaAclav  @UAlag paAloa Ktnoet Oel  voplely
cuvteAdovpévny. XXIX. Ex iis, quae ad totius vitae beatitudinem sapientia comparat, longe
maxima est amicitiae possessio. Et in mediocribus opibus securitatem, amicitiae possessione
maxime perfici putandum est. Google Translate: Of those which wisdom brings to the happiness
of the whole life, the possession of friendship is by far the greatest. And in moderate wealth
security is to be thought best accomplished by the possession of friendship.)

(ALTERNATE TEXT for 30: A'. 'H avtn yvwun Boppey TE EMOLNCEY LTIEP TOL PNOEV ALWVLOV E£LVAL
dewov, unde moAvypoviov. XXX. Eadem sententia confidentiam parit, quod nullum sit aeternum
malum, neque diurturnum. Google Translate: The same sentence gives birth to confidence that
there is no eternal evil, nor long-lasting.)

XXXI 223 [149] [xxw.] TOv émbuptidv al pév elol puotkal <kal avaykolol: al 6 guaolkal> Kal
o0K &vaykaial: at 6& olte guokal 00T’ dvaykaiol AAAX apd KeEVAYV BGEav YIvOueval. [pLUOLKAC
Kal avaykaiag nysitatl 6 Enikovpog ta¢ dAyndévoc drnoAvodoag, wg MoTov &Ml 6{yous: QLOLKAC
8¢ 00K dvaykaiag 6& Tag molkiAAoDCag pévov TRV ndovry, un vrneEatpovpévac 6& TO BAYNUA, WG
NMoALTEAR oltia: o0Te 6& puolkag o0T ™ dvaykaiag, WG aTepdvoug Kal dvdpldvtwy dvabéaoelc.]

(ALTERNATIVE TEXT for 32: AB'. Twv emBupwy O60aL YN €M AAYOUV ETOVOYOLOLY €0V UN
CUUMANPWOWOLY OLUK ELOLY avayKatal, aAA' €88taxvTov TNV 6peELy £xouvoLy, 6Tav dugtopLlol, n
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BAaBNnc ampyalikal, doEwowv swal. XXXIl. Cupiditates illae; quae dolorem non inducunt, si
consummatae non fuerint, non sunt necessariae: sed adpetitum habent, qui facile dissipetur,
quoties paratu difficiles, aut detrimenti effectrices esse videantur. Google translate: Those
desires; which do not cause pain, if they have not been completed, they are not necessary: but
they have an appetite, which is easily dissipated, whenever they appear to be difficult in
preparation, or productive of harm.)

XXXHI [xxx.] Ev al¢ TRV QUOIKGYV Embupt®dv, pA €n° &Ayodv 6F &mavayovo®@v £av un
oLVTEAECBDOLY, DNdPYEL f OTIOLSR CVVTOVOC, MaPd KEVAY §GEav adTal yivovtal Kol 00 mapd TAV
£LTOV QLUOLWY 00 dlayéovTal AAAX TTapd TAV ToD &vBpwmov Kevodofiav.

XXXIV 224 [150] [xxxt.] To thA¢ @Uoswc &ikatdv éoTL oOPBOAOY TOD CUPPEPOVTOC €iC TO WUN
BAdmTEWY AAAAAOULG PUNdE BAGTTECOOAL.

XXXV [xxxuw.] ‘Oca tov CWwv un Adovato ouvbrikag motelobatl Tag Omeép tod PR BAANTEWY AAAX
und& PAGnTecOal, mpdc tadTa o0BEV AV Sikatov 006E EBLKOV. WOADTWCS 6E Kol TRV £€6vv Boa
MR NB0vaTo i un €BoOAeTOo TAC ouvBrikac moteloBaL Tag OMEP Tod un BAGMTEWY UNdE BAGNTECGOAL.

XXXVI [xxxuwe.] OOk Av TL Ka®’ £avTd Sikatoodvn, GAA’ év Talg PET GAAGAWY CLOTPOPAIC Kab’
omnnAikoug 61 mote &gl TéMOLE cLYVORKN TIC Lep ToD PN BAATTEWY UNdE BAdTTECOAL.

XXXVII 225 [151] [xxxy.1 H &dkia o0 kaB ™ €autnv Kakdv, &AA™ €v T Katd TV Lmoylav eoPw,
€l U AjoeL TOLC LTEP TWVY TOLODTWY EQPECTNKATAC KOAAOTAG.

XXXVII [xxxf.] OO0k £ott TtOV AGOpa TL KwolvTa wv ouvéBevto MPOC AAAAAOLC €ic TO MR
BAATTEWY UNGE BAGTTEOBAL, TLOTEDELY OTL AjOEL, KAV PMUPLEKLS &Ml ToD mapdvTog AavBdavn. péxpt
Yap KatooTpopic &dnAov €l kal AfoEL.

XXXIX [ooxft.] Katd pgv <td> Kowodv ndot o Sikatov T adTS, CLHPEPOY YAP TL AV v T MPoOC
AAAAAOLC Kowwvig: KaTtd 6& TO Blov Ywpag Kal dowv 6r mote alTiWv oL Mol cuvéneTal TO
avTd dlkalov eivat.

XL 226 [152] [xfuw.] TO pev €mpaptupolpevoy 6Tl CUUQEpeLl év Tailc ypelag TAG mMPOC
GAAAAOLC KOWWYVIAC TGV VOULOBEVTWY €lval dikaiwy, Exel TOV Tod dikailov YopakThipa, £4v TE
TO a0TO naot yévntat €&v te un to adTd. (XLI) £€dv 6€ véuov BfTal Tig, un dmoPaivn 6& kKatd To
ouupépov TAC mPOC AAARAOLG Kowwviag, oLKETL TodTto TAV TOD Oilkaiov @OOWEYEL. KAV
peTarmintn td kKatd TO dlkatov auugépov, xpdvov 8¢ Tva i TAV MPOANYWY EvapudTTn, 006&V
ATTOV £KETvOV TOV XPOvov AV Bikatov TolC pA ewvalc KEvaic £auTODC OLVTAPETTOUOLY, GAN’
AnAQ®C €ic T mpdyuaTa BAETOLGOLY.

XLII 227 [153] [xyfut.] "EvBa pf K@y YEVOUEVWY TWV MEPLECTWTWY MPAYHATWY dve@dvn un
&puéTTOVTA €I TAV MPOANWW T& vouwoBévta dikata £ adTOV TGOV Epywv, o0K Av TadTa
dlkata. EvBa & KWWY YEVOUEVWY TWV MPAyHATWY 00K ETL ouvEpepe TA avTA dikala Kelpeva,
¢vtadBa 6& TOéTE pEv Av bikala, 8Te oLVEEeEpev €l¢ TAV MPOC GAAAAOLC KowwWviav TOV
OUMMOALTEVOPEVWY: DoTEPOV & 00K AV ETL dlKawa, BTE PR CLVEPEPEY.
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XLII 228 [154] [xxxtx.] O T un Bappodv &nd Ty EEwOEV &PLOTA CLOTNOAUEVOC 00TOC TX HEV
duvatd OudPUAC KaTEOKELAOOTO: TO O6& PR duvatd oOK AAASQUAG ye: 6oa 6& undE TodTo
BuVATOC AV, AVETIUELKTOC £YEVETO, Kal éEwpload’ 229 oo TOOTWY AVGLTEAR TTPATTEW.

XLIV [xA.] Ocot TtAv ©OOvouwy Eoxov ToD TO Oappelv pAACTA €K TV OMOPOLVTWY
nopaokevdoaobal, obTw Kal éRlwaoav PeT’ GAAAAWY AOoTa TO BeBatdtatov nMioTwHa EXOVTEG,
Kal TmAnpeotdtny oilkeldtnta AmoAaBdévteC O0OUK WOVUPavVTO WG mPOG EAeov TRV TOD
TEAELTACAVTOC MPOKATATTPOPAVY.

Post by “Cassius” of June 22, 2023 at 3:15 AM

Quote from Don

I'm also, in part, placing this here to serve as notes for myself and anyone else who
wants to dive in to this

Good idea. We really need to pin this down. It's logical to have a way to keep track of the
sentences, but the artificial division introduces an overlay of meaning that needs to be kept in
the background - by "force" if necessary.

Plus | don't think we should lose sight of the "celestial book" references, and we should consider
how this "list":which may not really be a list might be related to that. If such a book were of
manageable length would Diogenes Laertius really have left it out of his collection?

Numbering is not exactly a mystical art. If Epicurus or the later school leaders had thought
separation and numbering were important or helpful, then presumably they could easily have
numbered them themselves - and if they did not, that is significant.

Post by “Martin” of June 22, 2023 at 5:40 AM

Quote

I'm wondering if Martin is able to determine where the 44 comes from in the German
translation.

This is in reply to Don's comment #19.
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The German translation referenced in #18 has 44 numbered Principal Doctrines.

It claims to be the first translation of Diogenes Laertius' "History of Philosophy" directly from
Greek to German and acknowledges older indirect translations from tranlations into other
languages.

While browsing through the foreword, | did not find anything on the numbering but the
following noteworthy statements to quote:

P. VI (12) "Wir vergessen oft das Jahr, wo wir uns trauen liessen, ...":
"We often forget the year in which we got married, ..."
(in the context of the difficulty of correctly establishing the ancient chronolgy).

P. X (16) "Denn der griechische Text des Laertios ist voll Unrichtigkeiten, und daher sehr oft
nicht nur dunkel, sondern beinahe unverstaendlich, und unerklaerbar; dies gilt vorzueglich von
dem Lehrsystem des Platon, der Stoiker, von dem ganzen dogmatischen Theile des zehnten
Buches, wo beinahe nicht mehr fortzukommen war, und wo ich also oft vielmehr den Oedipus
als den Uebersetzer machen musste.":

"For the Greek text of Laertius is full of mistakes and therefore very often not only obscure but
almost incomprehensible; this is particularly true of the doctrinal system of Plato, the Stoics, of
the whole dogmatic part of the tenth book, where it was almost impossible to get any further,
and where | therefore often had to do Oedipus rather than the translator."

(I am not sure what doing Oedipus means here and wonder whether the translator rather
meant Sisyphus.)

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 8:11 AM

Quote from Cassius

Good idea. We really need to pin this down. It's logical to have a way to keep track of
the sentences, but the artificial division introduces an overlay of meaning that needs to
be kept in the background - by "force" if necessary.

It's a similar situation to the Bible in that there were no "verses" in the original texts. Scholars
started dividing the New Testament into verses in the 1400-1500s. Maybe the artificial divisions
are an outgrowth of that tendency.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2629-presenting-the-principal-doctrines-in-narrative-form/ 19



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/109-principal-doctrines/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2629-presenting-the-principal-doctrines-in-narrative-form/?postID=24662#post24662
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2629-presenting-the-principal-doctrines-in-narrative-form/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapters and verses of the Bible#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DMost attribute these

Quote from Cassius

Plus | don't think we should lose sight of the "celestial book" references
F'm-sorry,-can-you refresh-my memory-on-the "celestial book" reference? Oops, never mind. |
found the discussion:

Post
RE: Toward a New Interlinear Gloss of De Rerum Natura

Any way you can use one of the text versions posted to Internet Archive? It would probably
require some editing but might include more options?

| was considering doing an interlinear of the Principal Doctrines or the Letter to Menoikeus until
| remembered the Epicurus Wiki did a good job on both: http://wiki.epicurism.info/Main _Page/ I'll
keep working on my in-depth analysis of the Letter and possibly integrate some interlinear text
there.

Don
June 1, 2021 at 11:08 PM

Quote from Cassius

If Epicurus or the later school leaders had thought separation and numbering were
important or helpful, then presumably they could easily have numbered them
themselves - and if they did not, that is significant.

It certainly appears to me that they did not number the PDs.

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 10:25 AM

Okay, so here's my next project in my "copious" free time = | want to look at the "best" Greek
manuscripts transcribing Diogenes Laertius and go through them, looking for natural breaks in
the text - not topical necessarily but literally in the written texts. Then to "reconstruct" the book
listed as Koplat 66&at by Diogenes in Epicurus's bibliography. Note that that title doesn't have a
definite article. It's NOT 'At kOptat 86EatL "THE Principal Doctrines" but Kopiot 86Eat "Principal
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Doctrines" as in maybe these are not EVERY Principal Doctrine of Epicurus but a good solid
exposition of the important teachings Epicureans should pay attention to.

From my letter to Menoikeus introduction, | found that the six manuscripts listed by Bailey as
the most significant and "representing a careful copying" are:

codex Borbonicus Neapolitanus gr. iii B. 29 (12th c) known as B
codex Parisinus gr. 1759 (14th c.) known as P

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8470453h/f497.item (the letter begins four lines from the
bottom of folio 243r)

codex Parisinus gr. 1758 (14th or 15th c.) known as Q

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btvlb107231783/f203.item (letter starts 16 lines down on left
folio on page number 148)

codex Constantinopolitanus Veteris Serail. (14th or 15th c.) known as Co
codex Laurentianus LXIX. 35 (14th c.) known as H

http://mss.bmlonline.it/Catalogo.aspx?Shelfmark=Plut.69.35

Plut.69.35 is listed in the online catalog as coming from the 12th century, so | am unsure if it is
H or something else. However, it's inclusion in the Laurentian Library and its shelfmark 69.35
(i.e., LXIX. 35) leads me to believe it is. I'm not sure why Bailey gives it a date of 14th century.

codex Vaticanus gr. 140 (14th c.) known as W

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS Vat.gr.140 (letter begins 13 lines down on right folio 177)

PS. This project will be *after* revising my Menoikeus commentary to include the discussion on
QTMOAQUOELG in 131 etc. Just saying.

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 11:34 AM

As an example of what does bring me joy = . KYPIAI AO=XAI starts in the middle of the third
line from the bottom on folio 247b in this manuscript, Publication date : 1075-1150:
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Diogéne Laérce
Diogéne Laérce -- 1075-1150 -- manuscrits
gallica.bnf.fr
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Okay... but procrastination brings pain, so NOW I'm off to trim the hedges -

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 4:29 PM

Again, for my notes as much as anything (but happy to share!):

Principal Doctrines begins in manuscript Grec 1758

(Publication date : 1401-1500) on folio 206 (left side), 12 lines up from the bottom, right side of
the text:
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Grec 1758
Grec 1758 -- 1401-1500 -- manuscrits
gallica.bnf.fr

Post by “Cassius” of June 22, 2023 at 5:15 PM

Quote from Don

It's a similar situation to the Bible in that there were no "verses" in the original texts.
Scholars started dividing the New Testament into verses in the 1400-1500s. Maybe the
artificial divisions are an outgrowth of that tendency.
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Yes makes sense. So to avoid drawing any improper conclusions from the "absence" of
divisions, it would be necessary to know of some ancient texts where divisions *were* used. If

everything in ancient Latin and Greek was in fact run together without much break then not
much can be inferred.

Post by “Don” of June 22, 2023 at 6:07 PM

Quote from Cassius

So to avoid drawing any improper conclusions from the "absence" of divisions, it would
be necessary to know of some ancient texts where divisions *were* used. If everything

in ancient Latin and Greek was in fact run together without much break then not much
can be inferred.

Personally, | think the fact that there were lists of 44 and 40 PDs floating around shows there
was no "standard" list. I'm also curious to look at the Latin translations to see if they offered
any gaps in the text for topics or paragraphs.
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