Essentialism?

Post by “Marco” of January 3, 2022 at 7:15 AM

| can't find anything about ‘essentialism’ in the website. Is it a term that is not used in English,
but is used in French? Do people use ‘idealism’ in English?

Post by “Cassius” of January 3, 2022 at 8:27 AM

Yes "idealism" is used in English. | have seen "essentialism" used in philosophy writing as well.

| gather the two terms are closely related. | may be wrong but | gather "essentialism" is more
associated with Aristotle and idealism with Plato, both as their theories for how to approach the
issue of the existence (or not) or "universals."

Post by “Cassius” of January 3, 2022 at 8:29 AM

As to essentialism | need to verify my memory but | thought we had a reference to an article by
Richard Dawkins which references this issue. | will look for the link.

Post by “Cassius” of January 3, 2022 at 8:30 AM

This is the article | was thinking about: https://www.edge.org/contributors/w...-for-retirement

| would have to review the whole article but | am thinking Epicurus would agree with Dawkins
criticism of Aristotles position. This is related to the issue of color discussed in Lucretius.

UPDATE: Looks like the link has changed:

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2307-essentialism/ 1
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