
Episode Ninety - Recap Of Atomism In Preparation
for Details of Magnetism
Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2021 at 9:54 AM

Welcome to Episode Ninety of Lucretius Today.

I am your host Cassius, and together with my panelists from the EpicureanFriends.com forum,
we'll walk you through the six books of Lucretius' poem, and discuss how Epicurean philosophy
can apply to you today. We encourage you to study Epicurus for yourself, and we suggest the
best place to start is the book, "Epicurus and His Philosophy" by Canadian professor Norman
DeWitt.

For anyone who is not familiar with our podcast, please visit EpicureanFriends.com where you
will find our goals and our ground rules. If you have any questions about those, please be sure
to contact us at the forum for more information.

In this Episode 90 we will read approximately Latin lines 906-998 as we discuss the hot and
cold springs and similar phenomena.

Today we have with us a guest panelist, Joshua, who is a regular member of the
EpicureanFriends.com forum. Now let's join Joshua reading today's text.

Munro Notes-

906-916: to discuss now the magnet, a stone which has the power of attracting iron, and
communicating this power to a series of pieces of iron.

917-920: but many points have to be cleared up, before we come to the actual question.

921-935: we have said already that particles are constantly streaming from all things, which
affect in various ways all the senses.

936-958 let me repeat that all things in being are of rare and porous bodies, so that particles
can and do pass through them in all directions : this is proved by the whole of nature.

959-978: again particles emitted from bodies act very differently on different things: fire
hardens one thing, melts another; and so does water; what is pleasant to one creature is
hateful to another.
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979-997: once more, the pores of things differ, as well as the particles which things emit; so
that by different kinds of pores the different senses receive each its own object : thus too one
thing will pass through a metal, another through wood, and so on; and one thing will pass more
quickly than another through the same pore or opening.

Browne 1743

[906] And now I shall begin to show by what power of nature it is that the stone (which the
Greeks call a magnet, from the country that produces it, for it is found in the region of the
Magnetes) has the virtue to attract iron. Men are amazed at the qualities of this stone, for it will
make a chain of several little rings of iron, without a link between, to hang together entirely
from itself. You may sometimes see five or more hanging straight down, and play in the gentle
air, as they stick close and depend at the bottom one upon another; the ring that follows feels
the attraction and power of the stone from that above it. So strongly is the virtue of the magnet
communicated to the several rings; it acts with so great a force.

[917] In inquiries of this nature many things are to be first proved before we can fix upon the
true cause; we must trace the subject through many long and intricate difficulties; and
therefore I beg you will hear me with a willing mind, and with the closest attention.

[921] And first, certain seeds must necessarily flow, be sent out, and continually dispersed
abroad, from all things whatever we see, which must strike upon the eye and affect the sight.
From some bodies a train of smells are always flying off. So cold is emitted from the rivers; heat
from the sun; a salt vapor from the water of the sea that eats through walls along the shore,
and various sounds are always flying through the air. And as we walk upon the strand, a briny
taste frequently offends our mouth, and when we see a bunch of wormwood bruised, the
bitterness strikes upon the palate. So plain it is that something is continually flowing off from all
bodies, and is scattered about. There is no intermission, the seeds never cease to flow, because
the sense is continually affected, we still continue to feel, to see, to smell and hear.

[936] Now I shall repeat what I have proved at large in the first book of this poem, that no
bodies are perfectly solid, for though it is proper to know this upon many accounts, yet it is of
principal use in the subject I now offer to explain. In this place it is necessary to establish this
truth, that there is nothing in Nature but body mixed with void. And first, in the deep caverns of
the earth, the rocks above will sweat with moisture, and weep with flowing drops; and sweat
will flow from all our bodies and through every pore. The beard will grow, and hairs spread over
our members and our limbs. Nature divides our food through all the veins; it feeds and
nourishes the extreme parts, our very nails. We find that cold and heat will pass through brass,
will make their way through gold and silver. We know, by feeling the outside of a cup, whether
the juice within be hot or cold. And lastly, sounds will pierce stone walls of houses, and so will
smells, and cold, and heat. The force of fire, thrown from without, will pass through iron, and
scorch the soldiers limbs, though armed about with coats of mail. And tempests, rising from the
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earth or skies, and sent from thence, will strike through every thing before them, for nothing in
nature is without some void.

[959] Besides, all seeds that are thrown off from bodies are not the same in quality and shape,
nor do therefore they equally agree to things they strike or act upon; for first the sun burns up
and dries the earth, but thaws and melts the snows so deep upon the mountaintops. And wax
will drop when placed before the fire, and brass will run, and gold dissolve by heat, but skin and
flesh it shrinks and shrivels up. Water will harden steel made weak by fire, but softens skin and
flesh made hard by heat. Leaves of wild olive please the bearded goats as if they flowed with
juice of nectar or ambrosia, when nothing is more bitter than that leaf to us. The swine fly every
strong perfume, and fear the smell of every ointment; 'tis the sharpest poison to the bristly
race, but cheers our spirits with a sweet delight. And then, to roll in the mud is the most odious
filthiness to us, to them a cleanly pleasure; they are never tired of wallowing in the mire.

[979] But before I enter fully upon the subject before us it is proper first to premise that, since
there are many pores of little spaces in all compound bodies, it is necessary that these
passages should be of different natures, and should vary severally in their size and figure, for
all creatures are formed with different organs, every one of which has an object proper and
peculiar to itself. Sounds, we perceive, make their passage one way, and taste another, and
smell another, according to the different nature and texture of the things that strike the sense.
One thing, we find, will make its way through stones, another through wood, another will pierce
through gold, another through silver, and another will fly through glass. This the images flow
through, through these the heat, and some seeds will sooner pierce through the same pores
than others. This is owing to the different figures of these passages which vary wonderfully in
shape, as we said before.

[998] These things therefore, being fully proved and laid down, and every thing made ready
and easy for the grand inquiry, we shall easily discovery the reason, and open every cause that
moves and invites the iron to the stone.

Munro 1886

[906] Next in order I will proceed to discuss by what law of nature it comes to pass that iron can
be attracted by that stone which the Greeks call the Magnet from the name of its native place,
because it has its origin within the bounds of the country of the Magnesians. This stone men
wonder at; as it often produces a chain of rings hanging down from it. Thus you may see
sometimes five and more suspended in succession and tossing about in the light airs, one
always hanging down from one and attached to its lower side, and each in turn one from the
other experiencing the binding power of the stone: with such a continued current its force flies
through all.

[917] In things of this kind many points must be established before you can assign the true law
of the thing in question, and it must be approached by a very circuitous road; wherefore all the
more I call for an attentive ear and mind.
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[921] In the first place from all things whatsoever which we see there must incessantly stream
and be discharged and scattered abroad such bodies as strike the eyes and provoke vision.
Smells too incessantly stream from certain things; as does cold from rivers, heat from the sun,
spray from the waves of the sea that eats into walls near the shore. Various sounds too cease
not to stream through the air. Then a moist salt flavor often comes into the mouth, when we
are moving about beside the sea; and when we look on at the mixing of a decoction of
wormwood, its bitterness affects us. In such a constant stream from all things the several
qualities of things are carried and are transmitted in all directions round, and no delay, no
respite in the flow is ever granted, since we constantly have feeling, and may at anytime see,
smell and hear the sound of anything.

[936] And now I will state once again how rare a body all things have: a question made clear in
the first part of my poem also: although the knowledge of this is of importance in regard to
many things, above all in regard to this very question which I am coming to discuss, at the very
outset it is necessary to establish that nothing comes under sense save body mixed with void.
For instance in caves rocks overhead sweat with moisture and trickle down in oozing drops.
Sweat too oozes out from our whole body; the beard grows, and hairs over all our limbs and
frame. Food is distributed through all the veins, gives increase and nourishment to the very
extremities and nails. We feel too cold and heat pass through brass, we feel them pass through
gold and silver, when we hold full cups. Again voices fly through the stone partitions of houses;
smell passes through and cold, and the heat of fire which is wont ay to pierce even the strength
of iron, where the Gaulish cuirass girds the body round. And when a storm has gathered in
earth and heaven, and when along with it the influence of disease makes its way in from
without, they both withdraw respectively to heaven and earth and there work their wills, since
there is nothing at all that is not of a rare texture of, body.

[959] Furthermore all bodies whatever which are discharged from things are not qualified to
excite the same sensations nor are adapted for all things alike. The sun for instance bakes and
dries up the earth, but thaws ice, and forces the snows piled up high on the high hills to melt
away beneath his rays; wax again turns to liquid when placed within reach of his heat. Fire also
melts brass and fuses gold, but shrivels up and draws together hides and flesh. The liquid of
water after fire hardens steel, but softens hides and flesh hardened by heat. The wild olive
delights the bearded she-goats as much as if the flavor it yielded were of ambrosia and steeped
in nectar; but nothing that puts forth leaf is more bitter to man than this food. Again a swine
eschews marjoram-oil and dreads all perfumes; for they are rank poison to bristly swine, though
they are found at times to give us as it were fresh life. But on the other hand though mire is to
us the nastiest filth, it is found to be so welcome to swine that they wallow in it all over with a
craving not to be satisfied.

[979] There is still one point left which it seems proper to mention, before I come to speak of
the matter in hand. Since many pores are assigned to various things, they must possess
natures differing the one from the other and must have each its own nature, its own direction:

4
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2209-episode-ninety-recap-of-atomism-in-preparation-for-details-of-
magnetism/

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2209-episode-ninety-recap-of-atomism-in-preparation-for-details-of-magnetism/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2209-episode-ninety-recap-of-atomism-in-preparation-for-details-of-magnetism/


thus there are in living creatures various senses, each of which takes into it in its own peculiar
way its own special object; for we see that sounds pass into one thing, taste from different
flavors into another thing, smells into another. Again one thing is seen to stream through
stones and another thing to pass through woods, another through gold, and another still to go
out through silver and brass; for form is seen to stream through this passage, heat through
that, and one thing is seen to pass through by the same way more quickly than other things.
The nature of the passages, you are to know, compels it so to be, varying in manifold wise, as
we have shown a little above, owing to the unlike nature and textures of things.

[998] Therefore now that these points have all been established and arranged for us as
premises ready to our hand, for what remains, the law will easily be explained out of them, and
the whole cause be laid open which attracts the strength of iron.

Bailey 1921

[906] For what follows, I will essay to tell by what law of nature it comes to pass that iron can
be attracted by the stone which the Greeks call the magnet, from the name of its native place,
because it has its origin within the boundaries of its native country, the land of the Magnetes.
At this stone men marvel; indeed, it often makes a chain of rings all hanging to itself. For
sometimes you may see five or more in a hanging chain, and swaying in the light breezes,
when one hangs on to the other, clinging to it beneath, and each from the next comes to feel
the binding force of the stone: in such penetrating fashion does its force prevail.

[917] In things of this kind much must be made certain before you can give account of the
thing itself, and you must approach by a circuit exceeding long: therefore all the more I ask for
attentive ears and mind.

[921] First of all from all things, whatsoever we can see, it must needs be that there stream off,
shot out and scattered abroad, bodies such as to strike the eyes and awake our vision. And
from certain things scents stream off unceasingly; even as cold streams from rivers, heat from
the sun, spray from the waves of the sea, which gnaws away the walls by the seashore. Nor do
diverse sounds cease to ooze through the air. Again, moisture of a salt savour often comes into
our mouth, when we walk by the sea, and on the other hand, when we behold wormwood being
diluted and mixed, a bitter taste touches it. So surely from all things each several thing is
carried off in a stream, and is sent abroad to every quarter on all sides, nor is any delay or
respite granted in this flux, since we perceive unceasingly, and we are suffered always to
descry and smell all things, and to hear them sound.

[936] Now I will tell “over again of how rarefied a body all things are; which is clearly shown in
the beginning of my poem too. For verily, although it is of great matter to learn this for many
things, it is above all necessary for this very thing, about which I am essaying to discourse, to
make it sure that there is nothing perceptible except body mingled with void. First of all it
comes to pass that in caves the upper rooks sweat with moisture and drip with trickling drops.
Likewise sweat oozes out from all our body, the beard grows and hairs over all our limbs and
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members, food is spread abroad into all the veins, yea, it increases and nourishes even the
extreme parts of the body, and the tiny nails. We feel cold likewise pass through bronze and
warm heat, we feel it likewise pass through gold and through silver, when we hold full cups in
our hands. Again voices fly through stone partitions in houses, smell penetrates and cold and
the heat of fire, which is wont to pierce too through the strength of iron. Again, where the
breastplate of the sky closes in the world all around \[the bodies of clouds and the seeds of
storms enter in\], and with them the force of disease, when it finds its way in from without; and
tempests, gathering from earth and heaven, hasten naturally to remote parts of heaven and
earth; since there is nothing but has a rare texture of body.

[959] There is this besides, that not all bodies, which are thrown off severally from things, are
endowed with the same effect of sense, nor suited in the same way to all things. First of all the
sun bakes the ground and parches it, but ice it thaws and causes the snows piled high on the
high mountains to melt beneath its rays. Again, wax becomes liquid when placed in the sun’s
heat. Fire likewise makes bronze liquid and fuses gold, but skins and flesh it shrivels and draws
all together. Moreover, the moisture of water hardens iron fresh from the fire, but skins and
flesh it softens, when hardened in the heat. The wild olive as much delights the bearded she-
goats, as though it breathed out a flavor steeped in ambrosia and real nectar; and yet for a
man there is no leafy plant more bitter than this for food. Again, the pig shuns marjoram, and
fears every kind of ointment; for to bristling pigs it is deadly poison, though to us it sometimes
seems almost to give new life. But on the other hand, though to us mud is the foulest filth, this
very thing is seen to be pleasant to pigs, so that they wallow all over in it and never have
enough.

[979] This too remains, which it is clear should be said, before I start to speak of the thing itself.
Since many pores are assigned to diverse things, they must needs be endowed with a nature
differing from one another, and have each their own nature and passages. For verily there are
diverse senses in living creatures, each of which in its own way takes in its own object within
itself. For we see that sounds pass into one place and the taste from savours into another, and
to another the scent of smells. Moreover, one thing is seen to pierce through rocks, another
through wood, and another to pass through gold, and yet another to make its way out from
silver and glass. For through the one vision is seen to stream, though the other heat to travel,
and one thing is seen to force its way along the same path quicker than others. We may know
that the nature of the passages causes this to come to pass, since it varies in many ways, as we
have shown a little before on account of the unlike nature and texture of things.

[998] Wherefore, when all these things have been surely established and settled for us, laid
down in advance and ready for use, for what remains, from them we shall easily give account,
and the whole cause will be laid bare, which attracts the force of iron.

Post by “Joshua” of September 24, 2021 at 10:35 PM
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In reading the Rolfe Humphries translation of this passage I found something interesting. At
Loeb line 921, he translates with an emendation;

Quote

In the first place, from everything we see

There is bound to be an everlasting flow.

Ah, look about you! Watch a glimmering pool

In the first shine of starlight, see the stars

Respond, that very instant, radiant

In water's universe. Does this not prove

How marvelous the swift descent from heaven?

Our other senses know of emanance

In fragrances [...]

Display More 

I was startled by the seemingly unwarranted poetic license, and the Loeb edition did not point
to a lacuna in these lines. However, when I did a search for Lucretius' use of that imagery it
took me all the way back to a heavily corrupted passage in Book 4. Here is a part of the Loeb
note on page 292.

Quote

[...] The new passage should begin before 217, but after 216, the opening of it being
lost. 217-229 are repeated, with a few minor variations, in 6.923-935, and the reviser of
this work thinks it most probable that 217 was preceded by two lines identical or
almost identical to 6.921-922, and that those two lines were preceded by lines by lines
in which the new subject was introduced. [...]

It seems the translators are doing their best to use these two passages (both corrupted in the
manuscripts) to form a coherent whole.

Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2021 at 10:40 PM
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As I have said before I really like Rolfe Humphries' version. Seems he can be less literal, but he
really seems "into" the meaning so his intuition seems reliable.

Post by “Joshua” of September 26, 2021 at 11:06 AM

We talked a lot about pigs. This video by the late Christopher Hitchens is an excellent reading
from a chapter of one of his books on specifically this subject.

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=4LoWVkSyC0o

Post by “Cassius” of September 26, 2021 at 1:30 PM

OUTSTANDING - EXCELLENT - THANK YOU!

What's the reference to firefighters and pigs?

I thought I had read somewhere that part of the religious problem with pigs was due to their
independent character and that they do not submit to higher rule. Here's the reference I think:

The operative text from Lactantius’ “Divine Institutes” was as follows:

Think what it means that the favored mascots of Epicurus are demeaned by the world’s
religions, for reasons stated by Lanctantius: “The forbidding of the flesh of swine also has the
same intention; for when God commanded them to abstain from this, He willed that this should
be especially understood, that they should abstain from sins and impurities. For this animal is
filthy and unclean, and never looks up to heaven, but prostrates itself to the earth with its
whole body and face: it is always the slave of its appetite and food; nor during its life can it
afford any other service, as the other animals do, which either afford a vehicle for riding, or aid
in the cultivation of the fields, or draw waggons by their neck, or carry burthens on their back,
or furnish a covering with their skins, or abound with a supply of milk, or keep watch for
guarding our houses. Therefore He forbade them to use the flesh of the pig for food, that is, not
to imitate the life of swine, which are nourished only for death; lest, by devoting themselves to
their appetite and pleasures, they should be useless for working righteousness, and should be
visited with death. Also that they should not immerse themselves in foul lusts, as the sow,
which wallows in the mire; of that they do not serve earthly images, and thus defile themselves
with mud: for they do bedaub themselves with mud who worship gods, that is, who worship
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mud and earth.” (From the “Divine Institutes“)

Post by “Joshua” of September 26, 2021 at 2:22 PM

Quote

What's the reference to firefighters and pigs?

Rather grim I'm afraid. When you've smelled a burn victim.....

Post by “Joshua” of September 26, 2021 at 2:52 PM

Quote

nor during its life can it afford any other service, as the other animals do, which either
afford a vehicle for riding, or aid in the cultivation of the fields, or draw waggons by
their neck, or carry burthens on their back, or furnish a covering with their skins, or
abound with a supply of milk, or keep watch for guarding our houses.

This is patently false. Pigs provide excellent services. They clear tenacious, thorny and invasive
weeds by digging up the roots; they turn and till the soil; they produce manure for fertilization;
they are used to establish new ponds, for by their wallowing they compact and seal the ground
to hold water; in Florida they are kept to drive off snakes, which protects people and animals
(especially children and young); they are used to hunt for truffles; In medieval Europe, and in
New York City as late as the nineteenth century, pigs were used to clean city streets of thrown
out food.

And they are curiously intelligent and companionable. I know of at least one instance where a
pig saved a woman's life. She had a debilitating heart attack, and when her pig found her he
managed to get out to the nearby road where he flagged down a car! The driver got out and
followed the pig back to where the woman had collapsed, and she was rushed to a hospital.

If Lactantius was incapable of imagining a use for this noble beast, he ought to have let the pig
do his thinking for him!
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Post by “Joshua” of September 26, 2021 at 3:05 PM

If I seem too earnest, it might be because I recently had the pleasure of socializing with two
piglets 

Post by “Joshua” of September 26, 2021 at 3:08 PM

Post by “Cassius” of September 26, 2021 at 11:45 PM

Episode Ninety of Lucretius Today is now available. Special treat! Joshua joins us and does a
special dramatic reading! But don't worry Don is not going anywhere!
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https://www.spreaker.com/episode/46701541

Post by “Cassius” of September 27, 2021 at 6:25 AM

I particularly thank Joshua for keeping me honest in this episode when I mis-attributed the
"emended" reference to Cicero himself rather than to Jerome, and I slandered Aristotle as
calling him an oracle-monger.

That's why studying and talking together is so helpful!

Post by “Don” of September 27, 2021 at 8:44 PM

Great episode! Finally had a chance to listen while driving to/from work.

I posted this before listening to Joshua 's "dramatic reading."  The word that came unbidden
to my mind was mellifluous. I decided to look up that word since it usually doesn't come up in
casual conversation. I found the following derivation: "late 15th century: from late Latin
mellifluus (from mel ‘honey’ + fluere ‘to flow’) + -ous." So, Joshua 's rendition literally provides
the honey to the cup of wormwood. 

Post by “Godfrey” of September 27, 2021 at 8:55 PM

   Joshua you bring a nice perspective to the podcast, and your reading voice is quite
enjoyable: smooth and extremely clear.

Post by “Joshua” of September 27, 2021 at 11:34 PM

Thank you all! I really enjoyed, I will be interested in doing it again!
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Post by “Godfrey” of September 28, 2021 at 1:17 AM

Quote from Cassius

As I have said before I really like Rolfe Humphries' version.

Cassius I finally got a copy of this version due to your repeated praises (and also Joshua's if I'm
not mistaken). I've just begun reading it, starting with Book 6 (to stay close to the podcast) and
so far it really does make for good reading, flowing noticeably better than other versions.
Thanks for the recommendation!

Post by “Cassius” of September 28, 2021 at 5:05 AM

Yes I think both Joshua and i not only have the Humphries text but also the Charlton Griffin
reading available at Audible and Amazon. I actually listened to it read by Griffin before I bought
the book, and listening to Griffin read it was my very first experience of "Hey this material
actually makes sense!" Prior to that point there was something about the text that I just found
unintelligible.

Now that I have something of an understanding of what the story is all about, I can pick up
most any translation and appreciate the differences, but until that point i found the
combination of all these archaic Roman references plus the unfamiliarity of the philosophy to
be an unpassable barrier to reading more than a few paragraphs.

I was infected with the Ciceronian "What is this praise of pleasure?" nonsense and the response
never clicked until I heard Charlton Griffin read it to me - like a child needs a book read by a
father figure, I guess.

Post by “Joshua” of September 28, 2021 at 7:04 PM

My experience with the Humphries translation is very similar to Cassius'. The audible version is
great! I also have and love the paperback. He somehow manages to strike the right chord every
time.
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I think you'll especially love his rendition of the hymn to Venus! As I type this, I can hear it in
my head.

Post by “Cassius” of September 28, 2021 at 7:50 PM

I remember thinking in certain sections of the Charleton Griffin version that his tone as a little
too pompous and not quite compassionate enough, but I think his version is head and shoulders
far about the other audiobooks that are available,
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