NMPO®HTAZ ATOMQN - "Atom-Prophets"

Post by “Eikadistes” of June 13, 2021 at 11:52 AM

There's a characterization from the 2nd/3rd-century CE Greek grammarian Athenaeus of
Naucratis of Epicureans as being "atom-prophets".
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| can dig it. =
Quote

Instead, for Athenaeus, Epicurus provides only the sharp contrasts with the Odyssey:
Homer gives us the context for a symposium and stipulates who is to be invited; in
contrast, Epicurus launches into the symposium without a prologue and thus presents a
scene with no place or time. Furthermore, Epicurus’ Symposium is un-Homeric in that
the gathering is attended solely by philosophers, whom Athenaeus dubs ‘'atom-
prophets' (nmpogrita¢ atéuwv, Ath. 5.187b; cf. 5.177b). While Epicurus’ symposiasts
are flatterers and Plato’s are caustic, Homer’s dinner guests temper their speech (The
Learned Banqueters 5.182a). - The Invention and Gendering of Epicurus, 45-46
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¢MOTPATIAG, TA 62 MOALTIKWTEPOV TEAOUUEVA OWEPEOVWG. Kol TAAW ad SLelAey T
pEVONuoBowiav E&xovta, T& ©6° oikelwv ovvodov. Emikovpoc ©6& ovundalov
QLAOCOPWVYHOVWY nenoinTat. (Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae, 5:3) <
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| couldn't find an English translation of Deipnosophistae. =
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Quote from Nate

Deipnosophistae

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?do...ipnosofisth%2Fs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deipnosophistae?wprov=sflal
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Check out the Deipnosophistae references to Epicurus:

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/searchr...%3A2013.01.0003

Be sure to click the "More" in the bar above the citation.

It also looks like they're referring to Epicurus's work Symposium.
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