"You Have Been Deceived"

Post by “Cassius” of January 12, 2021 at 1:43 PM

This is a video that was discussed here some years ago, but only recently became available
again:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USIN88z5FzE&feature=youtu.be

Post by “Cassius” of December 30, 2021 at 9:28 AM

Here is one version of the text -- a version that Elli sent to me with her Greek commentary /
translation. | will see if | can find others because | am not sure if this is the final text or a draft.
If anyone compares the text version to what they hear on the video and finds something
significantly different, please let me know.

Original Post At NewEpicurean, with English text: http://newepicurean.com/you-have-been-
deceived/

Working link for video without subtitles, at Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/202939817

You have been deceived.

If you are hearing these words in the early years of the twenty-first century, then you have
already wasted much of your life dealing with nonsense.

If you are surrounded by people who are called “religious,” then you have wasted your time
dealing with people who claim that a god created the universe; that a god determined the
course of your life before you were born; that a god will tell you what to do while you are alive,
and that a god will punish or reward you after death. Depending on where you live, you may
have had to live in fear for your life - fear that those who claim to be the chosen people of god
will kill you, or enslave you, because you are not one of them.

‘Exete e§amatnOsi.
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Edv akoUTe autd Ta Adyla OTA MPWLHA XPAvla TOL ELKOOTOU MPWTOL alwva, TéTE éxeTe AodN
OMATOAACEL ONUOVTIKS UEPOG TNG CWAHC 00C aoXoAoVEVOL UE avonaieg.

Av mepBAAAeCcTE amd AvOPWTOLE TOL AMOKaAODVTAL «Bpnokevduevol», TOTE €XETE XAOEL TO
XP6vo co¢ PE To va aoxoAsiote pe dtopa mov woyxvplCovtal 6TL KAMolog B¢ dnuLovpPyNoE TO
gbumav, 6Tl Kdmolwog 0ed¢ kabBdéploe tnv mopela TnG CwAC oo mpPw akéun yevvnbelite, 6TL
Kdmnolo¢ 6e€6¢ Ba cag meL TL va Kavete evw elote Cwvtavol, Kat 6Tl K&molog Be6¢ Ba cog
THwpPNoeL | Ba cag avtaue{yel petd To B&vato. AvdAoya pe to Mol Celte, umopel va €xete
Cnoel ue e6Bo yla tn Cwr oag - 0 péoc 6Tl ekelvol mov LoxvpiCovtal Tl elval 0 eKAEKTOC Aadg
ToU Bg00 Ba 0OC OKOTWOOLY, N Ba oG LTIOBOLAWGCOLY, eNeLdr dev eloTe évag and avtolg.

If you are surrounded by people who are called “highly educated,” then you have wasted your
time dealing with people who claim that you should be “good” and “virtuous” - and that
following their system of logic and reasoning is the only way to know what the words “good”
and “virtuous” mean. These people tell you that it is not possible for you to know anything for
yourself, and they consider you to be little more than slaves in a dark cave, waiting for them to
enlighten you about a “truth” that only they can bring.

And if you are surrounded by people who are called “uneducated,” then you have wasted your
time dealing with people who claim that the world is chaotic — totally unpredictable — and that
it is useless to plan for the future, or to do anything other than pursue the pleasures of the
moment, preferably with drugs, or any of the numberless forms of escapism that substitute for
drugs in today’s world.

Av meplBAAAECTE amd avBPWTIOUC TOL ATIOKAAOOVTOL «LYNAOD HOPPWTIKOD emnmédou», TOTE
éxete xdoel 1o xpbdvo oo PE TO va aoyoAe{oTe Pe avBpwTmoug mov vrootnei{Couvv 6Tl Ba mpémnel
va €{0Te «KAAO(» KL «EVAPETOL» - KOL OTL TO VO OKOAOLBE(TE TO BLKO TOUG COOTNUA AOYLKAG Kal
OLAAOYLOPOD elval 0 pévog TPéMOC yla va yvwploete TL onuaivouy ol AéEelg «KaAo(» Kat
«evapeTol». Auvtol ol dvBpwmol gag Aéve OTL and pévol cag dev elval duvatd va yvwpilete
T{nmota ywa tov £auTd o0C Kol Bewpoly 6Tl elote KATL Alyo meplogdtepo and okAdBoL o€ pLa
oKkoTewr onnAld, mepévovTtdc Toug va ooC dLaQWTI(ooLY OXETIKA HE Hla «aAABELa» oL PEVO
avTol umopolv va oG HETAPEPOLV.

Kat av meplBdAAecte and avOpwWIoug Tov amokaAolvtal «aypduuatol», TéTe €xete XAOoeL TO
Xp6vo o0C HE TO va aoxoAeiote pe dtopa mou LoxvpiCovtal 6Tl 0 Kéouog slval YooTkOG -
EVTEAWC ampOBAeTTOC - Kat 6Tl £{vat dyxpnoto va npoypaUaTiCeTe yia To HEAAOVY, | va KAVETE
otwdAmoTE GAAO MOopPd vo EMOLWKETE TIC QMOAAVOELC TNG OTLYMAG, Katd mpotiunon Ta
VAPKWTLKE, A omoleodinoTe amnd TIC HoPQEC GLYHAG AT TNV MPAYHATIKOTNTA TOL UTIOKABLGTOUY
T VAPKWTLKA 0TO onueEPLVE KOGUO.

It is time for you to see that all this is deception, and that you need not hand your life over to it.

It is time for you to shift your devotion and your attention away from the deceptions which have
grown from what we today call the “Middle East.” Once again you must ask the question that
was first asked almost two thousand years ago: “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?”
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The man who first asked that question knew that Athens and Jerusalem cannot be reconciled.
He knew that one has to take sides in the war between those who love their life in this world,
and those who love some other world. You are living in a world that has chosen sides - and
chosen unwisely.

The man who first asked that question knew that Athens and Jerusalem cannot be y. He knew
that it is necessary to take sides in the war between those who love their life in this world and
those who love some other world. You are living in a world that has chosen sides - and chosen
unwisely.

Elvat katpdg va delte 6Tl dAa avtd elval andtn kot 6Tt dev yxpetdletal va mapadwoete tn wn
o0C O€ QUTA.

El{val Kalpd¢ va petatonioete TNV a@ooiwon KoL TNV npoooyr oag pokpld and TG andTeg mov
éxouv avantuyxBel and avtd mov orjuepa ovoudlovpe «Méan AvatoAr». MNa &AAN pa opd Ba
MPETEL va BE0ETE TO EPWTNMA TIOL TEONKE yla MPWTN popd oxeddY V0 YIALEdEC Xpdvla TPLy: «TL
oxéon éxeL n ABriva e TNV lepovoaAru»;

O AdvBpwtog mouv £€6e0e Yyl MPWTN Qopd avTd TO £pWTNUA Yvwplle 6TL n ABAva Kal n
lepovoaAfu 6ev pumopolv va cuuBLBacTtoly. MNwplle 6Tl eival avaykaio va mdpovus B€on otov
néAepo avdueoa oe eke{voug mov ayamnovv tn wr Toug o€ ALTOV Tov KOO0 KoL 0 £KE{VOUG TTOL
ayamnolv Kdmotov dAAo kdopo. Zelte e €vav KOTUO oL €xeL ETMAEEEL TAELPEG - Kol £XEL ETMAEEEL
aneplokenTa.

Hundreds of years before Tertulian asked his question about Jerusalem., there arose in Athens
the greatest of all teachers and the school that he founded. The philosopher Epicurus showed
the people of his day how to be free by asking other questions; questions which we ourselves
can ask today.

But what has confused so many of you is that you have never thought about the nature of
asking questions. You presume that all questions are asked in good faith, and that answers can
be established by looking to see how many people agree with them, or whether the answers
“make sense” to you given the assumptions that the questioners ask you to make.

Ekatovtddeg ypodvia mpwv va O€oel 0 TePTLUAALAVOC aLTH TNV €PWTINCN OXETIKE HE TNV
lepovoaAnu, otnv ABAVA eUPavioTNKE 0 HEYAADTEPOG OAWY TWVY daoKAAWY Kal (Bpuoe Tn oxoAn
ToUu. O QeLAboo@Poc Emikovpog €6€l€e oTOUG AVBPWTIOUE TNG EMOXAC TOU WG va £{val EAe0BepOL
B€TovTag AAAeC epwTAOELS. EpwTrioelg mov Kat gpel(c ol (Blol umopolue va KAVOLE CAUEPQ.

AAAG auTté mou €xeL TpoKaA€éoel alyxvon o€ TOGOLG TOAAOUG amd cag elval OTL Oev €xeTe
efetdoel mMOTE TN @OON TWYV EPWTACEWVY. YMOOETETE OTL OAEC OL €pWTACELC elvat
KaAoTipoa{peTEC Kal OTL OL AMAVTACELC UMOPODY va dLamoTwholv Pe TNy €EETaon TOL MARBOLC
TWY oVBPWTIWY OV CUPEWVYOLY Hall Toug, f av oL AmMavVTACEL «Bydlouv voénuo» o€ €04C UE
5eOOUEVEC TIC UTIOBETCELC IOV OL EPWTWVTEG 0GC TNToLV va KAVETE.
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Epicurus was the first man who pointed out that you yourself have the ability to find your way
out of the dark caves of religion and “higher education.” Epicurus taught that your own abilities
- your five senses, and the faculties with which you were born - are the only test of what is true
and false. He also taught that all religious speculation, and all academic logic and reasoning,
must be based on evidence that men have the ability to confirm or deny for themselves.
Epicurus showed you what the preachers and the academics do not want you to see - that all
their speculations in fact rely on the evidence of our natural faculties, and that speculation not
built on that evidence is worthless.

O Enikovpog Atav o mpwToC dvBpwmno¢ o omolog¢ emeorjuave OTL £0e(c ol (dlol €xete TNV
tkavétnTa va Bpelte 1o 6pdHo gag €Ew amd TIC OKOTEWEC OMNALEG TNG Bpnokelag Kot TNG
«ovwTEPNG ekmaibevong». O Emikovpog 6(da&e 6TL oL BLkEC C0OC LKAVATNTEC - OL MEVTE OOC
QLOOAOELG KOl Ol AOLTEG LKAVOTNTEG WE TLG omoleC yevwnBAKATE - e{val 0 Hovadlkég EAeyXOC YL
To TL €lval cwoTtd kot TL AdBoc. Aidage, emiong, 6Tl dAec oL BpnokevTikég doEaaieg kat dtL 6An
n akadnuaikf Aoylkr Kot To oKeMTIKS, Ba mpénel va Baoifovtal oe anodel&elg mov ol dvBpwrol
é€xouvv TN duvatéTnTa va emPBeBalwoouvy { va dlawedoovy amd pévol touvg. O Enlkovpog odg
€06€l€E TL Ol LEPOKAPLKEG Kal ol akadnuaikol dev BEAOLY va delte - 6TL dAeC oL elkaolec TOULG
otnv mpaypatikéTnTta Boaoilovtal otnv amddelén TWY QUOLKWY LKOVOTATWY HaC Kol TL n
elkaaola mov dev elval xTiopévn mdvw oe avth TNV anddelEn slvat dxpnotn.

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that a god created the universe? Where is that god now?
Where are his continuing acts of creation today? Show me before my own eyes one grain of
sand being created from nothing! Show me one grain of sand being destroyed to nothing! If
there is no proof that a grain of sand can come from nothing, or go to nothing at the command
of a god or any of his preachers, then there is no proof the universe can - or ever did - come
from nothing!

Moo eival n anddel&n, pwtnoe o Enikovpoc, 4Tl kAmolog B¢ dnulovpynoe To cbunayv; Mob elvat
auTtég 0 Be6¢ TWwpa; Mol Bplokovtal ofpepa oL ovvexelc Tov mMPdEelg TNG dnuovpylag; AsigEte
MOUL UMPOOTA 0Ta HETLA oL €vav KOKKO dupoL Tov va dnuiovpyeitat amd to tinota! Asi§te pouv
€vav KOKKO Gupouv va Kataotpépetal oto Tinota! Edv dev umdpxel kaplo anddelEn 6Tl €vag
KOKKOG dupov pmnopel va mpoépxetal and 1o T{nota, f va KATAAAEEL 0TO TIMOTA KAT' €VTOAN
€véG Beol 1 Kdmolov amd TOUG LEPOKAPUKEG Tov, TOTE Bev umdpyel Kaulo anddelEn 6TL TO
obunav pnopel -  0TL KdnoTte undpeoe - va npoépxetal and to tinota!

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that the human soul existed before birth, or after death?
Where is the proof that in all the ages a single man has come back to life once being truly
dead? Such proof does not exist, and that means that once dead we are nothing, and there is
no possibility of reward or punishment after death.

Mo0 elval n anddel€n, pwtnoe o Enikovpog, éTL vIAPYXE N avBpwLvn Yoy mew and Tn yévvnon,
6Tl Ba vndpyxel HeTA To BdvaTto; Mol elval n anddelEn 6TL avd TOug ALWVEC évag dvBpwTmog
é€xel €pBel miow otn Cwr é0TW PLa EOPA €VvW ATOV TIPAYUATIKE VEKPOG; TéTola anddelEn dev
vndpxel kKat avtd onuaivel 4tL étav e{poote vekpol dev elpaote TiMota Kat 6TL Hev vNdpPyEL
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Kaula mBavétTnTa yla enBpdBevon A Tpwpela peTd To BdvaTo.

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that there is a single standard for what is “good” or
“virtuous” in human life? Is it not true that killing another person will be looked on as a great
evil if the person killed is an innocent baby? But that killing another person will be looked on as
a great good if the person killed is a reprobate, stopped cold in the act of mass murder? All
questions of what is right and wrong must be judged in the context from which they arise.
There is no tablet of stone written by god or man which contains rules which must be obeyed
by all men at all places and all times.

Stopped cold means "stopped totally" or "Stopped dead in its tracks" (without taking another
step).

Moo elval n anddelEn, pag pwtd o Emikovpog, 6Tl vdpyxel éva pévo mpdTLMO yla TO TL €lval
«KaAb» 11 «evdpeto» otn CwH ToLu avBpwmov; Aev elval aAfBsia 6tL 0 ebévog evég GAAov
avBpwrmov Ba Bewpndel wg éva peydAo Kakd, av To MPOOWTO TOV OKOTWONKE e{val éva abwo
HwpPd; AAAG autdég 0 @Ovog €vdc dAAou atdpov Ba Bewpnbel wg éva peydAo KaAd, av To
MPOCWTO TMOL OKOTWONKE glval évag eykAnuatiog, mov oKoTWONKe Mdvw o pa mPdEn pallkig
doAogoviag; OAeg ol epwTAOELG Y TO TL elval cwoTd Kal TL AdBog Ba mpénel va kplBolLv Bdoetl
TWY oLVONKWVY amnd TI¢ onoleg MPOKOTITOLY. Agv LTIAPXEL Kapla METPLYN MAGKA TTOL va YPAPTNKE
and 06 } dvBpwMo KoL TIOL VA TIEPLEXEL KAVOVEG oL oTolol pémnel va TnpovvTal and dAoLC TOUG
avBpwmoug as 6AouG TouG TOTOUG Kol e GAouG Toug Xpévoud.

But while ethical questions must be judged by their context, where is the proof, asked Epicurus,
that nothing at all can be known with certainty? We can see for ourselves that killing may be
good or evil depending on context, why should we accept without any proof that the state of
being dead mean may mean delight in heaven or agony in hell?

Unproven assertions about death are bad enough, but even worse are those who tell us that
nothing in life can be known with certainty. These are the worst kind of liars, because they
presume that we will accept their definition of “true” and “false,” even while they tell us that
nothing can be true or false!

AAMG evw T nOKA epwThpaTa mpEénel va Kpivovtal and TIC ouvOrikec Toug, mol elval n
anddelEn, pwTtéd o Enikovpog 6Tt Timota anoAdTwe 6ev unopel va yivel pe BeBatdtnta yvwoto;
MmopoOpe va 6o0ue and pévol pag 0Tl o pévog pnopel va eival KaAdg 1} KakdC avdAoya PE TLC
ouvOrikecg, yoti Oa mpémnel va dextolue WPl Kapla anddelEn 6Tl To va e{vatl K&molog vekpdg
propel va onuaivel anéAavon otov ovpavd ) 060vn otnv KdAaon;

Avanddelktol Loyxvplopol oxeTikd ue to Bdvato slval apkeTd Kakol, aAA& akdOun xelpdTepoOlL
elval ekelvol mov pag Aéve 6tL Tinota otn Cwri dev unopel va yivel yvwotd pe BefatdtnTa.
Avtol elval yedteg Tou xelploTtou €{boug, eneldr) Bewpoly GTL Ba anodexBolE TOV 0pPLOUS TOLC
mdvw otnv «aAfbsla» Kal 0To «Peddoc», akdun Kot étav pag Aéve OTL Timota 6ev umopsl va
elval aAnBéc rj yevbéc!
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Among the saddest of all are those whose education has led them to believe that their very
lives are worthless. These people waste their lives and bury their emotions in drugs from the
pharmacy, escapism from the television, or “stoicism” from the local bookstore.

In the face of these deceptions, Epicurus taught that we should look for ourselves at the nature
of the world. When we do, we will see that the world is governed neither by gods nor by chaos.
The sun rises in the east every day, and yet there is nothing truly new under the sun. Using our
eyes and our intelligence, we can learn that the consistency we see in front of us must have a
basis, and that this basis is neither supernatural nor chaotic.

MeTa&0 TwWY Mo BALBepWV amd dAoug ivat ekelvol Twv omoilwv n eknaidevon To0¢ 0d6iynoe va
nmotedouy 6Tl ot {(bleg Toug ol Lwéc elvat dyxpnoteg. Avtol ol dvBpwmnot onataAolv Tn Cwr Toug
Kal 8dBouvv Ta cLValoBRUATE TOUC ME TA AVTLKATAOALMTIKA TOu Qapuakeiov, ye tn euyr and
NV MPAYHATIKOTNTA HEOWw TNG TnAsdpaong, | HE TOV «OTWIKLOPO» ayopdlovtag OXETLKE
BLBAla amnd to yelTovikd Toug BLBALONWAE(0D.

AvTiuéTwnog Pe avTég TIC andteg, o Emikovpog d(6age 6Tl Ba mpénel va avalnTAOOUUE TOV
€aUTSO Hag otn euvon tov kKéopou. Otav To Kdvouue, Ba Sodue 6TL 0 KAOPOG Hev KLBEpvATAL O0TE
and Be00¢ olTe amd To X4oC. O AALOC avaTEAAEL OTA avaTOAlKd K&Be pépa, Kal SUwG dev
vndpyxel TimoTa MPAYUATIKE Kawolplo KATW amd tov AAL0. XpNOoLUoMoLWYTAC Ta HATIa Yo Kal
™ epdvnon Hag, Umopolue va pdbouvue 6TL N guvoyr oL BAEMOLE PMPOOTA UG TIPETEL va EXEL
Mo Bdon, kot étL avth n Bdon 6ev g{vatl 00TE LMTEPPLOLKH 00TE XAOTLKH.

Epicurus taught that Nature has no ruler over her, and that Nature yields neither to gods nor to
chaos. Instead, the world we see around us is composed of eternal elemental particles which
we cannot see, but which form the eternal fabric and glue from which the universe is made.
There are no ideal “patterns” to which we must conform our lives, or to which preachers and
academics have exclusive access. There is no beginning or end to the universe in space or
time. Instead there is only what is - the universe of eternal elements with natural properties
from which worlds are made. It is from these which the natural laws of the universe arise, and
from these by which the universe as a whole teems with life.

O Enikovpog 6{6ake 6TL N @OON Hev €xel Kavévav amnd Mdvw TNG va TNV KLBEPVE Kat 4Tl N dvon
dev vmokumnTel 00TE 0TOLG BE0DC 0UTE O0TO XAOG. AvTiBeTa, 0 KOOUOG TOL BAEMOVUE YOPW HOG
ouvTiBeTaL aMd aLvia oToLXELWdN cwpaTdla Ta onola v pnopolue va do0pe, aAAd Ta omola
amMOTEAOUY TO QLWVLO LVAKO Kol TNV KOAAQ amd Ta omolot KATAOKELAOTNKE TO ZOPmav. Agv
vndpyouv oavikd «poTiBa» ota onola Ba MPEMEL va CUPHOPPWVOVTAL Ol CWEG Hag, i ota énola
Ol LEPOKNPUKEG Kal oL akadnuaikol £€xouv amOKAElOTIKA TMpPdoBacn. XTto gOumav dev umdpyeEl
apxr Kot TEAOC TOL XWPOL 1 Tou Xpbévou. AvtiBeTa udpxELl KOVO ALTO TIOL TIPAYUATIKE elval -
TO OOUTIOV TWVY ALWVLWY OTOLXEIWYV HE QUOLKEG OBLOTNTEG amd Ta omola SnulovpyolvVTAL Ol
Kéopot.. Elvat avtd and ta omola mPoKOTTOUY Ol QUOLKOL VOUOL TOL GUUMAVTOC, Kal e{val amd
auTd e€attiag Twv onolwv To cOUMAY 0To GOVOAS ToL Tl amd TwH.
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As for how we should live, Epicurus asked: To what do all living things look to know what is
desirable and what is undesirable? Why would men be any less equipped by Nature to know
what to choose and what to avoid than are any other animals? All of us can see, Epicurus
pointed out, that young animals of all types - even humans - reach out for pleasure and draw
back from pain from the moment of birth. And this they continue to do so long as they remain
uncorrupted by false religions and false philosophies.

It is time for you to realize that the deceptions of the last two thousand years are not
irreversible. They are not permanent, and they are not your “fate.” You are a being with free
will and an intelligent mind. Just as you can choose what type of ice cream you like using your
natural faculties, without gods or ideals of virtue to tell you which is best, you can choose how
to live your life using your natural faculties as well.

The path to happy living was opened by Epicurus over two thousand years ago - it is time you
got to know more about him.

Ooo yla 10 mWw¢ Ba mpémnel va {rjoovue, o Emnikoupoc pwtnoe: Mwg 6Aa ta (wvtavd évta
eaiveTtal va yvwpiCouv Tt eivat emBuunTd Kat TL {vatl avermOiunTo; MNati ot dvBpwmnot Oa mpémnet
va g{vatl Atyétepo eEomAlopévol and tn evon, Wote va yvwplfouvv TL va eMAEEOLY KL TL va
amo@lyouy amnd 6,TL 6Aa T GAAa Cwa; OAot pag pynopovue va do0ue, Tévioe o Enikovpog, 6TL Ta
veapd Twa AWV Twy €BWY - akdéua Kot ol qvlpwrol - emBLWKOLY TNV evyxaploTnon Kal
amno@ebyouv Ttov mévo and tn oTiyur TNS yévvnoric Touc. Kat avtd Ba ouveyxioovv va mpdTtTouy
epOoov mapapeivouy avaAroiwTtol and PedTIKEG BpnokeleC Kol YeOTIKEC PLAOCOQIEC.

Elvat katpdc va ouveldbntonoljoete 4TL oL €EaNMATACELG TWY TEAELTA{WY VO XIALAOWY £TWVY dev
glval un ovootpéylpeg. Agv elvat poévipeg kot dev elval n «polpa» ocag. Elote éva ov ue
eAe0Bepn BoOANON Kal HE éva eLPULEC HLOAS. AKPLBWC oMW propeite va emAéEeTe TL €ldoug
MoOywTé 0aC apE€oel XPNOLHLOTOWWVTAC TIC QULOLKEC LKavOTNTEG o0C, Xwplc Toug BeolC N Ta
WBavik& TN apeTAC va oag Aéve molo e{val To KaADTEPO, unopeite enlong va eMAEEETE MWCE va
CAoete TN Cwr 0aC XPNOLUOTOLWVTOC TG PUOLKEC 00C LKOVOTNTEG..

H mopela mpo¢ tnv evtuylopévn Cwr &ekivnoe amé tov Emikovpo mpw amd mdvw amnd 6vo
XWAL&OEG XpobvLa - AABE KaLp
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