What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 9:57 AM

Just to seed this subforum with an opening post, | wanted to pose the question in the title. |
have always found it disconcerting that other than "A Few Days In Athens" itself, there seems
to be no - close to zero, and possibly zero - other writings by Frances Wright indicating that she
was a devoted Epicurean, a self-proclaimed Epicurean, or even interested in Epicurus. | have
not by any means made a complete survey of her other work, so | hope to be corrected on this,
and that is the purpose of this thread. Given what | consider to be the incredible depth of
insight of "A Few Days in Athens, combined with her young age at publication, and her known
family associations with distinguished philosophers, | wonder if in addition to the fiction of it
being a "found manuscript" from the ancient world, it might also be material that was produced
in part or even in whole collaboratively with others. | have probably said this before here on the
forum, but | find it highly strange that someone who had come to understand Epicurus so well
would be able or willing to resist devoting a large part of her subsequent writing to the same
subject. Certainly most of us here when we discover what Epicurus was really about have a
long-term motivation to "spread the word" after that point.

| haven't had time to pursue this and doubt I will spend much time pursuing the question,
because the book stands on its own and is a monumental addition to Epicurean literature no
matter who wrote it or under what conditions. But if we were to identify others with whom
Frances Wright corresponded who shared these views, then that might lead us to other material
which would be worthwhile additions to our library -- again regardless of who wrote them.

Post by “Joshua” of September 23, 2020 at 1:11 PM

This would be a subject worthy of a monograph; in lieu of such at present, | will take the thesis
in defense of her authorship here.

| haven't read any of her other works at full length, but the evidence I've seen so far fairly
convinced me.

Like Diogenes of Oenoanda, Wright was cosmopolitan. Born in Scotland and orphaned, she lived
throughout her life in England and America, and for brief interludes in France. She traveled
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even more widely; through Europe, through the United States and the frontier, south as far as
Haiti, north into Canada. It might properly be said that she lived on the road.

In this capacity she was both writer and orator, and was the first woman in the country to
lecture mixed company in public on subjects of morality and politics. She was in this respect a
new Leontion, and suffered similar calumnies. She was also the first woman in America to edit a
published journal.

She befriended Lafayette and Jefferson, Bentham and Mill. She attempted a utopian community
for the betterment of African slaves, which failed. Even so, she supported other communities
throughout her life. On her career she had this to say, in a letter to Lafayette:

Quote

Trust me, my beloved friend, the mind has no sex but what habit and education give it,
and | who was thrown in infancy upon the world like a wreck upon the waters have
learned, as well to struggle with the elements as any male child of Adam.

The biblical reference is superficial; more subtle is the allusion to Lucretius, whom she surely
read. From Cyril Bailey's translation;

Quote

Then again, the child, like a sailor tossed ashore by the cruel waves, lies naked on the
ground, dumb, lacking all help for life, when first nature has cast him forth by travail
from his mother’'s womb into the coasts of light, and he fills the place with woful
wailing, as is but right for one for whom it remains in life to pass through so much
trouble.

Her allusion to this passage precedes Alfred Tennyson's (In Memoriam) by over twenty years.

Like Epicurus she was critical of superstition, critical of priests and clergy, and critical of the
institution of marriage—and yet like Metrodorus she did marry, and bore a child.

It might rightly be said that she wrote out her Epicurean philosophy once (and rather
completely), and gave the rest of her life to living it.

| agree with Cassius' concluding thoughts—more reading of her other works is in order!

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 1:37 PM
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There are definitely "lifestyle" arguments to be made, so good points. | hope we can find some -
any would be a start - references in her other writings that would bear out her Epicurean
orientation views specifically. That's the side that really troubles, me because surely we should
be able to find some.

And your reference to her writing lots of things is what | understand too -- that's why among all
that she is said to have written and done surely there are *some* specific statements about
Epicurus.

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 9:09 PM

| found some time tonight to do some word searches through Frances Wright's "Course of
Popular Lectures." Here is an excerpt with unmistakable similarities to Epicurus:
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T DIvIoioNs OF ENOWLEDGE, Lger. i,

The proof comes with the asserion; the fact. constitutes
the truth

But, you will say, there is other evidence than the phy-
sicaly tangible—other truths than those admilted through
the senges, There is the more {mmediate and the more
remols testimony of our senses; nothing more, nothing
Jes. Willyou appealto numerieal and geomelricaltruth
Had we no senses, could we know any thing of either ?
Were there no objects, o substances and existences around
you, how could you conceive of number ot of form ? If the
child see not four things, how shall he understand the
meaning of four 7 If be see not two halves, put them
together, divide them, compare them, measure, weigh them,
how shall he know that two halves are equal to & whole

L) nrl\n]“nnnlnr than ita rgﬂ'l Mhass « y Jha simnl

LECT I1l]  DIVIOIONS OP ENOWLEDGR, 19

sensations and applies his experience to others, and sy

- puthises in the pain or the pleasure he conceives them to

fiel. But, bero are our moral tuths lso based upon
fuct, There is no test of these but experience, That
iy good which produces good; that evil, which produces
evil; and, were our senses different from what they ate
out virtue and our viee would be diflerent olso. Let us
have done with ebetractions! Truth s fact, Virtue is
beneficial action ! vice, mischievous action; virtuous feel-
ings are those which impart pleasute to the bosom ; bed
feelings, those which disturb and torment i Be not
angious in seeking your rule of life. Consult experi-
ence; your own sensations, the sensations of others,
These are surer guides than laws and doctrines, and when

s 4 [IBNQQT

Gourse of Popular Lectures as Delivered by Frances
Wright: With Three Addresses on Various ...

That came from here:
https://archive.org/details/coursepopularle00wriggoog/page/n84/mode/2up?q=Pleasure

Another version: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug...&view=1up&seq=7
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Wualhemmﬂguu,muhﬁamaudenmmmnd
you, how could you conceive of mumber or of form 7 If the
child see not four things, how shall he understand the
meaning of four ? If he see not two halves, put them
together, divide them, compare them, measure, weigh them,
how shall he know that two halves are equal to a whole ?
of & whole greater than itapart? These are the amph
truths conceived by the philosopher of nature, Pestal
Here are the leading beauties of that system upen-
mental instruction which he so long strove to put in prac-
tice, and which time may snable others successfully 1o
develope.

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 9:49 PM

We're going to need to be careful to steer clear of analyzing this from strictly political terms,
but | am finding some interesting reading in this version of her "course of popular lectures"

ey 7 g

divert pubhc unenucrn !'mm examination of the pom:m:
edifice. There, all and every thing resclves itself into
chartered monopolies.  Thers, no one imagines that abo-
lition. or anti-abolition signifiss aught bot clerieal or fade-
ral intrigue; or that thess find not their suppoert in char-
tered companies in general.  There, no man. eonceives
that religious zeal means aught but stock-interost in the
charches or favour in the church-building banks i that

trade means aoght but land-speculating or produce-mo-
nopolizing hylﬂufbunkﬁwlrﬂlmﬂmmr
1!

It sounds like she has gotten herself deeply into the controversies around abolition, which |
think | understood from reading about her career, but this part apparently seems to go in the
direction of her seeing an even BIGGER problem in "chartered companies" and "banks," which |
am gathering means that she is diagnosing overriding financial considerations are worse
problems. | may be misreading this but | am gathering she is approaching this from an anti-
Hamilton, pro Jeffersonian / Jacksonian perspective.

Not sure what | gather from that other than that she is super-wrapped up in lots of types of
politics, but certainly from a perspective friendly to Jefferson and Jackson at least from an "anti-
monopoly" perspective.

I may have misunderstood this by not reading the whole thing but her writing style does
definitely seem similar to me with "A Few Days In Athens."

Ha - maybe we'll end up here with the example being - "Here's another person who thoroughly
understands Epicurus and translates his advice in a very Julius Caesar / Cassius Longinus /
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Thomas Jefferson "activist" kind of way.

And aside from the intrinsic merit of the substance of "A Few Days In Athens," her example of
taking that knowledge and then "seizing the day" / channeling her energy into activism may be
the ultimate lesson.

Maybe she WAS the full and complete genius behind A Few Days in Athens, maybe she DID
understand Epicurus better than anyone else of her time, and maybe FOR THAT VERY REASON
she became one of the leading social reformers and activists of her age! Is that possible????

FREFACE. ix

instroctione.  They who esteem the contrury will attend
them. My individual daty? This regards my cwn con-
victhons, both as respecta my views of general utiliny,
and my own persunsions as o my ftoess io advance ik
Buch is my answer to the instigniors of Federal Bank
mobs, such ns assanhed me and my hearers at the Falls
of Behaylkill; to preacher politicians, such ns attempred
to prevent my occupying the puslic Coart-hoase in York,
Pannsylvania; and 1o the Mayar of this cily, whoss
official summons tendored in o lawlol way, T shall always
e ready respectfully 1o answer, but whose arbitrary
orders | ghall ot all times disrogard, snd whese nees-
diary procosdings I shall resisi, and, as | boliewe, defesi,
cven a8 was the cnse on & [nie cocasion.

FRANCES WRIGHT DARUSMONT.
Philadelphia, 156tk Sept., 1538,

Post by “Joshua” of September 23, 2020 at 10:00 PM

A good find Cassius, but rather sad—it seems to confirm DeWitt; "It was the fate of Epicurus to
be named if condemned, unnamed if approved."

Henry David Thoreau rode the 19th century lecture circuit as well. | am absolutely convinced
from a comprehensive reading of his published works and private letters that he did not believe
in a personal god, or in any hell or paradise, and yet he sometimes evokes this theme in his
lectures—as when arguing against slavery, or pleading for the life of John Brown. A case of
tailoring his message to his audience, | suppose. The Reform movement had strong ties to the
Romantic movement in Europe and the Transcendentalists in America, as well as the Quaker
and Unitarian churches.

Tell an audience of nineteenth century men and women that you are going to educate children
on the model of the best philosophers in Europe, and they might applaud you. Tell them that
the foundation stones of that philosophy were laid by Epicurus as a bulwark against Plato and
religion, and the same audience might balk to hear it.
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Pestalozzi, by contrast, was a Christian humanist trained for the clergy.

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 10:27 PM

Quote from JJElbert

it seems to confirm DeWitt; "It was the fate of Epicurus to be named if condemned,
unnamed if approved."”

Yes, Joshua -- exactly! Good point.

Quote from JJElbert

Tell them that the foundation stones of that philosophy were laid by Epicurus as a
bulwark against Plato and religion, and the same audience might balk to hear it.

That would seem to be what is going on from what | am reading. Well | started to write "Yes
Frances Wright was an abolitionist" -- but | have to take that back, from what | am reading so
far she didn't like the term herself. She was definitely advocating for the eventual freedom of
the slaves, but through a gradual educational / resettlement process -- at least in this volume.
She's taking a VERY intellectual approach to the problem so the reason | am making the
observation is that she seems pretty definitely to be calculating her words to suit her
circumstances. She seems to have been prevented from speaking in many instances, so she
was definitely having to measure her words.

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 10:53 PM

I am going back to her 1829 edition of her Course of Popular Lectures. This one contains an
opening lecture on "knowledge" and | am finding this rings true to how | now read Epicurus.
Don will recognize this as perhaps echoing our recent discussions on the passage translated as
"mere words":
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The field of knowledge is around, and about, and within
us. Let us not be alarmed by sounding words, and let us
not be deceived by them. Let us look to things. It is
things which we have to consider. Waords are,_or, more
correctly, should be, only the s
shonld be ; for it 18 o most lamentable truth, that they are
now very gencrally conceived to constitute the w
Mﬂtﬂwﬂﬂ Worde, indeed, seemn At
present contrived rather for the purpose of confusing our
ideas, than administering to their distinctness and arrange-
ment. Instead of viewing them as the shadows, we mis-
take them for the substance ; and conceive that in propor-
tion as we enlarge our vecabulary, we multiply our ac-
quirements.

Further:

e

I shall have occasion, in o more advanced stug’,-: of our
enquiries, Lo examine minutely the errors in the existing
made of instruction, and which are of a nature to perplex
the human mind from infancy to age, and to moke
even learning an additional stumbling bleck in the way
of knowledge, Tor the present, I would confine myself
to the establizhing the simple position, that wll real know- |
ledgre iz derived from posifive sensations,

LECT. 1] HATURE OF ENOWLEDGE. 8

knl;rwl.o bc l.hB a_'pmm. pn.rmed in all cur schools and
tolleges, where the troths of the mest demwonstrable
soiences are presented under tee disguise of oral or written
lesons, instend of being expoesd, in practical illustrations,
tw the eye, and the ear, and the touch, in the simple, incon-
trovertible fact.  This method, while it tends 1o hide and
perpetunte the errors of teachers, so does it also incul-

i § b liel in the schal 1 fipall

estnblis i i
compounded of words, and signs, and intellectunl abetrac-
L, i ol facts and human se

Post by “Don” of September 23, 2020 at 11:14 PM

That sounds like Epicurus's injunction against education as indoctrination.
"Set sail in your own boat, free from all indoctrination!"

I'm certainly hearing strong albeit uncited echoes of Epicurus in Wright from your postings
here.
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Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2020 at 6:05 AM

There is now absolutely no doubt in my mind but that Frances Wright was the author of AFDIA.
Not only is the writing style is there, but also much of the basic theory. More examples are
below.

But rather than ending my feeling that something is strange here, my feeling of strangeness
has at least doubled. | think Joshua has put his finger exactly on the issue with the DeWitt
quote. Wright made the decision to bulldoze forward with the substance of Epicurean theory
while at the same time dropping all attribution to its authors.

So yes it presumably must have been a factor that she decided the religious question was too
hot to handle, and indeed the end of AFDIA does attack religion, but indicates that much more
could be said about it - without carrying through in full force.

Interesting as that is, | think the question more important to consider is how this applies to the
issue of those who see Epicurus devoted to "living unknown" and "avoiding politics" and
pursuing "absence of pain" at all costs.

Here is someone who has shown a deep understanding and appreciation of what would appear
to be every significant aspect of Epicurean philosophy at a level undocumented since the
ancient world, and yet she uses that knowledge in a way that every respectable modern
commentator for at least 500 years (with the exception of DeWitt) would hold to be totally
unacceptable to Epicurus!

If that is the case (and | think we can document a mountain of evidence that it is) who is wrong
about Epicurus? The non-DeWitt modern commentators, or Frances Wright, Thomas Jefferson,
Julius Caesar, Cassius Longinus, and others we've only begun to discuss?

What we're seeing with Frances Wright in these passages is an amplification of Jefferson's
words in his letter to William Short that he attributed specifically to EPicurus:

"I take the liberty of observing that you are not a true disciple of our master Epicurus, in
indulging the indolence to which you say you are yielding. One of his canons, you know, was
that “that indulgence which prevents a greater pleasure, or produces a greater pain, is to be
avoided.” Your love of repose will lead, in its progress, to a suspension of healthy exercise, a
relaxation of mind, an indifference to everything around you, and finally to a debility of body,
and hebetude of mind, the farthest of all things from the happiness which the well-regulated
indulgences of Epicurus ensure; fortitude, you know is one of his four cardinal virtues. That
teaches us to meet and surmount difficulties; not to fly from them, like cowards; and
to fly, too, in vain, for they will meet and arrest us at every turn of our road. Weigh
this matter well; brace yourself up...."
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From page 63 of the 1829 Courses of Popular Lectures:

Mow we stand In relation, more near ar mare remote, to
all sulstances and all existences within the range of our
observation ; that ia, to the whole of matier, of which
whele we gurselves form npart.

W:Mummndmutdﬂmmmmdrﬁn

ﬂthemnmnuﬂnﬂuhnfmunbdu we muy
.Mqunmum—ihumlhmku,aﬁa
insect beneath our foot ; we may walch the progress of
npdamamﬂﬂduﬁnpmumh}rmwdmm
our own bodies; but let us not imagine ihat bere i de-
shruction, hero s only change, We may evaporale waler
into steam, of converl il inlo air ; we may transform tho
blaging diasnond into the elements of dull carbon; we may

(1] DIVIRLONE OF EsowiEDdE  [LEcT. nin

stop the owrest jaises in the plant or the tree, and leave i
fading and withering until we fnd culy an cartvy heap om
the sail | we may- armest the scliom of erganic life, asd
streich the warm snd sentient being & cold, dull clod of
cormuption &l oo fed—yet bave we neither taken fom,
m added o, che dements before us. W bave changed

e mul) R , el e cLbtenc
to meart others inlo being.  The s mler s ther ity
8| anly is and ils fies_diversed.

0y a8 iom EXETREGE Al
it fllews, not merely Ut wa form at this mement o part
ol ome greal whole, bisd thal we ever have mod ever siall
form & pari of ihe ssme. Under various forme, wiis

varying qualites, the ehements which mow oom) aar
ol have ever [

vl milinil malier ; and, consequently, ever m ng
and with the elements of &l things, we sand, i
ooy very nature, ollied and eselsted wilk the sir wa

trvchie, the dust, the stose, the Bower we sed ; the warn

Akl revude dhe inoet dhat hoamas sermind e e Feu e

LECT. 111,] DNVIRIoNS OF ENOWLEDOE. 66

ment. Fasily, as pleasanily, should we tread oll the pathe
of imowlsdge ; end ndveneing, wighot cheek or baek-
of wch opening borizon, umiil the whole map of materinl
exisence, with all its occurrences and chamges, lny reveal-
ed to our sight and spprehension.  Then would que sda-
calion be simply a voynge of discoxery.  We should heve
ﬂjwlﬂ%uuﬁhhﬁﬂhﬂmhmup
Emnnﬂhre.ﬂ.mhfumupnmﬁﬂ Far
other is our cocupation now.  Instesd of esinblishing facts,
we have to overthrow errors | instend of sscertaining whad
i#, wa have 1o chass from our Isaginatons whatl 48 sl
Before we can open our eyes, we have io ask fenve of our
maperstitions | beforn wecan exerchss our fucultles, we have
i@ nak leave of each olher.  VWhen I think how msy and
delightful the taak would be to present you with & simple
tabile af just knowledge—to arrange under the rngle hend
of MaTTER 45 T8 PRENoMEN A, all the_real shiects of
brurnsn 1 of haman snguiry ;

Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2020 at 6:15 AM
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| won't have time and it would take too much space to paste too many of these clips, but some
are so blindingly obviously derived from Epicurus that I'd like to save people some time and

post a few more:

Bﬁm‘:wuunpﬁmﬂlm:mmrm“
muast aacertain facts drawn from the ablentive chesrvmiion
of imalier, Wemwlkmhm-lmlgd'ﬂhnmuﬂ
composing oar own bodies, and that of the maotter com-
posimg all otber bodies, ilinrize our senses
ol G pueretandip ith the_multiform

'|' -

in the phiysical world, anse to cnose ; or,

W i w—m-lur-mr we o oot

| e in i
Had buwman bemge, o oll ages of the world, done this,
where should we not pow bein just knowledge T It s tire
that we seck out the right road. We have groped kg
enmigh in erroe ; lived bomg encuagh in firy land ; dresm-
o more than encugh of things unseen and couses an-
known.  We have, indesd, dresmed so moch and obe
served s ligile, that our imaginntcns have grown langer
iibn the world we lve in, end car jodgments havs dwindbed

Judgment based on analogy against past observations:

&8 DIVINIONS OF ENOWLEDGE.  [LECT. mIL

Haring cbtained o geneml view of the philosophry of
malier, wé may then carry our investgstions inie the
other branches of keewledge, acconding 10 our leisure,
iaste, and opportumily. We may apply oursslves o Lhs
past history of man, se handed down to ae by tsditon,

oeal or ln wriing ; “ﬂwﬂiﬂawh
whal we know of the nature of man the naiure of
thir eredibiliny. 1 mrul i

we mny receive every fabde for mabier of
fact, wwallow every falry wle ke trus history, supposs
avery mythology soand philossphy, snd mistske equally
the tricks of comjurom and the phencanens of matum ke
Eniras e,
We may then peruss with egosl interest and sdvanisgs
the narmatives of tavellers, and engage in genenl rending
with liwle risk of wking fucts for grunted without evidence,

This is aimed at the church, but does it not remind you of Torquatus criticizing Plato in "On
Ends"?
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Hut, B oy be aslind, how sow the penembiy af reen,
sl e eopeialy, of wornen, b find Lime nadl opports-
iy for much prepesniany vetigyiin: ae v peknew kige
0 b abmnistaly infimurenbie 1 Shoukd we ducorer that
hey mww wpond mmore lime snd mare ¥

gl Usan ey e dovole S e mesl us-

5 W wase more angious Uaghl, s

LECT. (L] Bifimcws of EwowLIza &
e Und, and mesie banl cified ooty i@ (aillos
anquiry—anguiry which sever -ian e snawssed, il

whos snewer, if pamsble, cquld profi shem nobng—
tuan weuld sulfion o graily every budsbin conssiy, wed
wiwe Lhew minds with knowledge, whose uidity shoubl be
ek 81 every momsenl of thei lises—sboik] we dasser
tha, would thes bs ne affm mads 5 e dms snd ope
porundly iy bomer sooonl, sad o dven thoughe and
maonay imie U more sssfl chacne §

We spalic of enquiry. Bohold! my iriends, & subjecl for
B! Aslk yoursdves bow Frocroploy yout bemuss leiie—
bavar po cmplay yoer bewars dlay, the fim ol the week |
Ask, for whst have y ruissd specieus beldings drogh
pour citien and villages, and for what ye pay o Bosl of
mmechrers, wrierrsinl, an we bave sees—an wr laee proved—
i deesving Teu |

Compare that to "You are pleased to think him uneducated. The reason is that he refused to

consider any education worth the name that did not help to school us in happiness. Was he to
spend his time, as you encourage Triarius and me to do, in perusing poets, who give us nothing
solid and useful, but merely childish amusement? Was he to occupy himself like Plato with

music and geometry, arithmetic and astronomy, which starting from false premises cannot be

true, and which moreover if they were true would contribute nothing to make our lives

pleasanter and therefore better? Was he, | say, to study arts like these, and neglect the master

art, so difficult and correspondingly so fruitful, the art of living?"

This is SO good:

Euch being my motives, sach my object, | mist entreat
Fou bo enquite what the knowladge W, that you lsarn
from your spiritual teachers. = The knewledge by fuith,”
they will answer for you, “Amnd faith,” they will sdd,
“in the knowledge of things unseen”  Can thers be any
mhtmwhﬂﬂT[puithmrrm Honowlsdge we
havn shown o be sscertained facte.  Things unesen !
Can human understanding know any thing abwat them ¥
More 1 will nsk : could it he of any wtilily were even sach
knowledge possible T A do yo hire tenchers to teach you
ponexisent knowhedpe, imposible knowledge, and keow-
ledge which, even under the suppmition of s possibalicy,
could serve no conceivable parpose T We are on the earih,
wned they tell us of beaven; we are homan beings, and
they tell un of angels and devils ; we are matier, and
thery tell we of spirit 1 we have five senses wherehy o admit
truths, and & reasoning faculty by which to build our be-
li:fupnndm'n;uﬂilljtﬂlmnl’ﬁmdm
thousanids of years ago, which sll cur experence lady
contradicts.

Longer version of excerpt already cited:
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™ BIVIMIONE OF ENOWLENE. |emer. o

The prool comes with the assertion ; the fael constivulm
the wruth.

But, you will sxy, there @ other evidemee than the phy-
woally tangibls—other truths then thoss sdmitsed throagh
the seimses,  Thers @ the moes immediafe and the mons
remcle iestimony of oar senses ; noﬂuq;ml.-uﬂnhg

p pmerial pnd

nt‘ 4 If he see mol rwe halves, pot them
compam them, messare, weigh them,
hn-luhll.l'h.u&ﬂma |Iu|. 1wn helves are equel 1o 8 whole 7
ar & whale grester then itnpart 7 These are the simpls
traths conceived by the philsopher of naiure, Petslorsi.
Here are the leding tﬂ'nl.ﬂnfr]‘ll.l}llﬂ'ﬂzﬂﬁﬁ-
mental instruction which he o long stirove W st in prac-
tiee, nnd which time may ensble cthers seccessfully o
deralopn.

Post by “Cassius” of October 4, 2020 at 8:19 PM

| told Elayne that | would read some more into Frances Wright to see if | could pull out
particularly interesting sections of her "Courses of Popular Lectures." References here are to
the PDF located here.

Here is a notation as to one such section, in Volume | -

Pt sy, sk
pp— =
o — b

# phrie, Wik, o8 et ey g b g e s ke by i
wad bl - Ty
m [T L e T —————

e ey gk b S iy + ks, W waider e — 1
tary bl | bl o b s, o i sl rammerd whek e g B
e i st & il ol ey b sy, sl e, ey, by, oy

e e ] e et o g o e g} o s i | sl gy, O

| find this very strange. She has published an entire book praising Epicurus to the skies, and
putting in his mouth exactly the words that science should be observation, and not theory,
which IS consistent with Epicurus' viewpoint.

How then to explain these paragraphs, in which she slams Athenian philosophers without
mentioning the exception of Epicurus, and she mentions only Aristotle (I think it is fair to say
that that's a negative reference, but it's not clear to me)?

And as the text continues she then turns to praising Pestalozzi, the Christian. Hopefully by the
end of this chapter on "religion" it will be clear why she is doing this.

Great line here, as to "Castles in the Air" on page 93:
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e P o e e e

Knowledge signifies things known. Whers there are
no things bnewn, there s no bnowledee. Where thers
are no things fo be kmown, there can be no knowledge.
We hawe observed that every science, that is, every branch
of knowledge, is compounded of certain facts, of which
our sensations furnish the evidence. Whers no soch evi-
dence iz supplied, we are without dafa; we are without
first premises ; and when, without thess, we atempt to
build up a seience, we do as those who mise edifices with-
onl foandations.  And what do such boilders construct 7
Casiles in the air.

OK this is important. As the chapter closes, it is clear what is going on -- she has decided that
she is going to take the position simply that | DON'T KNOW - and she's not going to take a
position on anything other than what she can see in this world -- and in the absence of anything
said here, she does not even seem to be taking a position on life after death.

Here then we may have the ultimate dividing line and where she decided to depart from
Epicurus:

e wems e cmagomes)  TGme e Ty ——g—
other words to express the same idens, Flor myself, pre-
tending to no insight into thess mysteries, possessing o
means of intercourse with the mhabitants of olher worlds,
confessing my abeolute ineapacity to see either na far back
na & firet caune, or as far forward as a las one, [ am con-
tent o elate to you, my fellow creatores, that all my
siudies, reading, reflection, and observation, have obtained
"wumhﬂulﬂgﬁhﬂ"ﬂdﬂmufﬂrmw
earthly interests, nnd qur earthly duties ; and that T more
than doubt, whather, should you expend all your tine and
all your treasare in the search, you will be shle to acquirs

ne ETLIOION, [LECT. T
any better information especting unmses worids, b
Tutaee events, han mysell. W henever pou sball some 1
the mme comclusion, you will pohably dink e way
wpachi efifloss whidh rear ihen beads in v city, are
wmrwhad myisspplied, and ihe e of the individusls who
monkster theren somewhsn muemployed | you will then
bl percrive thad they whe wish, io muse, or g,
sl bt dhos i b dboe manner desiguaied by the gead
Jemm, nasely, Ly arering their cosel and shulling the -
o wawd Ssrcher perceive, that ihe orue bilde i ihe boak
of mature, the wisest tmcher b whe most peidly s
pounds if, ihe bes presi owr own conscence, snd the
mwwl oithodes church a lall of siesce - 1 look nowmsd
doubilem upon men of weay fewhs, wpon calviniss,
TS fizela baplists, catlolos, amd [ dmow
by whait nsames we will, sre we Dol @osiunes accupying
the mama rrih, wod sharsg the e oatees T oand oo
we ol sonshder (hess s membens of sne fumily, spert
from ull cur speculsis prcling worlds, ard exi L
and aiza of being, for which, in sges past, men oat smeh
aher's (hrsals, and fof which hey sow munder each
wihar's peace T

This exchange from Chapter 14 of A Few Days In Athens always bothered me, because it
seemed that she was putting words in Epicurus' mouth that seemed clearly different from what
we know about his positions from the ancient texts. | always wanted to give her the benefit of
the doubt that somehow she thought there was a way to reconcile this with what he wrote, but
now | see that she simply decided to write her own position in as his. Here is the text:

Quote
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“On leaving you, last night,” said Theon, “l encountered Cleanthes. He came from the
perusal of your writings, and brought charges against them which | was unprepared to
answer.”

“Let us hear them, my Son; perhaps, until you shall have perused them yourself, we
may assist your difficulty.”

“First, that they deny the existence of the gods.”
“l see but one other assertion that could equal that in folly,” said Epicurus.

“l knew it,” exclaimed Theon, triumphantly; “I knew it was impossible. But where will
not prejudice lead men, when even the upright Cleanthes is capable of slander!”

“He is utterly incapable of it,” said the Master ; “and the inaccuracy, in this case, |
rather suspect to rest with you than with him. To deny the existence of the gods would
indeed be presumption in a philosopher; a presumption equaled only by that of him
who should assert their existence.”

“How!” exclaimed the youth, with a countenance in which astonishment seemed to
suspend every other expression.

“As | never saw the gods, my son,” calmly continued the Sage, “l cannot assert their
existence; and, that | never saw them, is no reason for my denying it.”

“But do we believe nothing except that of which we have ocular demonstration?”

“Nothing, at least, for which we have not the evidence of one or more of our senses;
that is, when we believe on just grounds, which, | grant, taking men collectively, is very
seldom.”

Display More

Continuing on:

So she DOES mention Epicurus, at least once, and approvingly, however short;
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110 MOBALS. [LEcT. ¥v.

Eves seem o have equalled all ihai we can show in
modem generations of good and wise. Such appears o
bave beens the modesl and benevolent Bocrates: wach,
maore sepecially, appears w have bean the mild, unpre-
ing, rensonable Eps in whioss sthics, ns i
conv o us, we science firsl based upon
h_mhnuhlm—-ﬂ-um-!nndmg"

mvhdhnhﬂmhmhuh
of Christian nations, or to the equally numerous family
whhuﬂhrdl@uwdluhmnd,hmm-

But oh my my -- can it really be true that she is going to base her morals on "good" and
'beneficial" without further definiton?

From the consequences of actions & ascensined thrmsgh
our mnsations, and oar obeervations of the sensations of
Actions which produce good, we call morsl nethons ; me-
tivoa which produce evil, immoml actons. Revolve the

o |
LECT. T.] WoRALE. 1

thelter ne e MAY, we man mme to b other rational con-
chision. T word sonacs; then, i employed o desig=
mate o coipres of mctions, whose effects are bemeficial v |/
el e ok, In other words, they conifuis &
rube of Bin drawn from the ascertained corsequences of
netiors. The rube in imple. 17 wa never look ol of &, we

N BEYEr P0 wrong in morals.

s B} A W, A I

This is not directly related to investigating FW's thought process but it is too good not to
include:

Bt let ws hiers obasrve, that (o sseurs for surselves that
seemly Fq!tﬁfﬂhul: mmnﬂﬂnrﬂudumlm

ns b0 that af & We musi lu'ld.
forming & pan of our
, can as little be stified s palled, without injury @

ouf physheal, moral, and menlal health.
nqmnlglh-mhilmmuddthjugmmmﬂ

Well i did not expect THIS --- almost a precursor or shade of Ayn Rand in discussing self-
interest, but stated in a much better way (Not sure if this comment is an aside or not, but i do
personally think that this is the correct way to interpret Epicurus.)
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Then she continues on to discuss what is essentially a feeling-based "moral sense" - very
similar to Jefferson's formulation which i'll quote here from the Peter Carr letter:

He who made us would have been a pitiful bungler if he had made the rules of our moral
conduct a matter of science. For one man of science, there are thousands who are not. What
would have become of them? Man was destined for society. His morality, therefore, was to be
formed to this object. He was endowed with a sense of right and wrong, merely relative to this.
This sense is as much a part of his Nature, as the sense of hearing, seeing, feeling; it is the true
foundation of morality, and not the [beautiful], truth, &c., as fanciful writers have imagined. The
moral sense, or conscience, is as much a part of man as his leg or arm. It is given to all human
beings in a stronger or weaker degree, as force of members is given them in a greater or less
degree. It may be strengthened by exercise, as may any particular limb of the body. This sense
is submitted, indeed, in some degree, to the guidance of reason; but it is a small stock which is
required for this: even a less one than what we call common sense. State a moral case to a
plowman and a professor. The former will decide it as well, & often better than the latter,
because he has not been led astray by artificial rules."

Post by “Cassius” of October 5, 2020 at 4:07 PM

| doubt it is wise or helpful to go too far into discussion of Frances Wright's political opinions,
but | do want to save people some time so they don't have to read the full books without some
guidance or markers ahead of time. | will LIST a few choice excerpts to show her views, which
seem to have been intended to promote a very radical and very sweeping overthrow of almost
every aspect of existing society:
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(1) Starting around page 166, in the chapter "Existing Evils." Not just universal public schools as
we might think of them today, but very strongly regimented public schools for children in which

parents are allowed minimal interference, and apparently minimal contact with their children:
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(2) The following is not a political opinion, but it is so pointed an indictment of speculation
about the nature and origin of the universe that | have to include it as significant to her

perspective:
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(3) And she carries that forward to advocate a kind of tolerance, that it does not matter if we
disagree so long as we keep our opinions about speculations to ourselves (?)

| 5] WALL OF BCTENCE. |AoDRERE TTL
it b o obgect W conciliste, and divide where wn am as-
semiblad to umile.

Permii e hern w miteesie mn observaion whick [ kave
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of the w%ﬂn we believe. The better we
(1% mii of naties m the visible and iangible werld
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It im possible, indeed, io sabwert, by prooss of rensoning,
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maffics for ths other.

OK at this point | have finished reading the first book of lectures. There is some in it about
slavery, but not really a lot, as | would have expected based on reputation. It is really a much
deeper blueprint for full societal revolution based on overthrowing the church and existing
systems of culture and business, with emphasis on her theory that it is knowledge/observation
that much be expanded, while speculation on religious and other matters that cannot be
answered should be minimized. | see no discussion whatsoever of the issue of life after death.

Now on to the second book of lectures.

This is just SO fascinating. Wright's target is indeed going to be slavery, but she is not content
just to oppose slavery - she sees the source of the movement towrard war -- on both sides -- as
caused by financial interests / financial speculators / banks which she identifies as a movement
of the "chartered monopolies" promoting their own interests:
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And it appears that she singled out as her opposition not mobs of pro-slavery agitators, but
"Federal Bank mobs":

FAEFACE.

instructions.  They who esteem the contrary will attend
them. My individual duty T ‘This regards my own coms
viclions, both a8 respects my views of general utility,
and my own persuasons as lo my filsess 1o advance it

o prevind my pecupiing e public Cogri-honss ja Vo
Pannsylvunin: eod 1o the Mayor of this city, whose
affizial surmenons tendered in |‘_'|.|'I'fl,|.|. way, | shall always
be ready respectiily 1o anewes, kot whose arbitrary
arders | shall a1 all nmes desregard, asd whose incen-
diary proceedings [ shall resist, and, ns | believe, defeat,
even &5 wis the cas on & |nbe occnsion

FRANCES WRIGHT DARUSMONT.

Philadelphia, 15¢h Sept, 1834,

Here she denies that she was an abolitionist as that term was generally understood:

mysel, fow heve md b, Whatever spithets the anger of mis
prejudice, muy have ed with my
that of phi st camnot

‘uid:-cl. , OF misconoe

e, il plessos me to
be ome of them ; a title which, however good in s
dictionury —nmhu:urbnm.mnnﬂumdmﬁ
lun.uld mlwl-ﬂ l-cmpullu-.u
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At the time present

ontracieed, that Ma-
dhmmﬂh
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40 PM

Here are her views on what would happen after emancipation, and her views on racial

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1700-what-evidence-do-we-have-that-frances-wright-personally-was-an-

Just a few more clips from the Second collection of Frances Wright's popular discourses:
epicurean/

Post by “Cassius” of October 5, 2020 at 9

A ﬁ._:m HOREH

w.m i m.mm“m m ¥ »

] “Mw_mmm.mm i _;m.mw v .E it
ﬁw ma%w._.-“._ m.rmm m w r
il L — 5 m,_m_m _
B e o0 _?m ity S e s R Sl
B3 1m L mmﬁ m.h i o _ : fi ﬁ____m..ﬁ.__ i i M“ ”m.
L m,m_mmwhumwam z :q il i gl il
] - FrefigEid ol &5 o i: i i wERe

wmmmmh.mmmmmmmw% £ _“ i M_ﬂ_m il __m_w_mm_ __mm_m mm_mm_m

jiigd k o :h ﬁn HilH ﬂw“ i i
H m.“.m umm wmnm.n l_ .mmmw mmm m -m____ _MMH .ﬁw_w__:.mm-__“un ___u“w“m_ u”m.—nmmu
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She was definitely on Jefferson's side against Hamilton:

S ————

MMMMM&W The greal sruggls
by e aword oves; the peopls went boma 1o their lemi-
lisn and (i Intoers, and the halimeasum mas, joising
wigh whitewashed iozies, st 0 the pasching up privain
forienes w1 sxpenm of dbe public good  Amenm's
{Genius was ihon abeent.  Thomas Jefferson wos i
with Benjumin Fraokln Franilis, o in yeers
amad marvicms, pelumed bet fo pay the dobt of matore; and
Themas Jaffareon returmsd, as bs himssli mils s, to0 s
Whst fobowed the
of the 1 i Formd alles
it of Girear Britnis, with soeh alisentioe and rodil
cafin 19 Lhe Enie of Amerises inslilofioss anl e
eharaciir of it Americes peuple rardersd indispenebls
—whai fallowed thiv, we sl ol now trece.  Suffioe it
Pty e
g, thé [P Mash edaral, and wl
tis v been numed Eiropein of momrehil, procmssdsd
o dis & bow il Aserican goversment, whch rscniled
on jla own bemad  Thil bleaw wis e el o exalk
hdidm_mhn:ﬂy_mm.m:mphln
language, ihe snemeL wis 1o subveri Amerioan gevern-
ment, and 10 place in g soead 8 goesrmment cast in the
11 s imporonmt 1o cur object
Mlt'--trmbrcl-ullyu.de:wlwcl.

moa

My friends; in all diseases, before recourse may be
bad to a remedy, it is indispensable o understand the
pature of the malady 1o be treated.  That Americon so-
ciety is sick, sick to danger, all minds of ordinary ob-

r senvation and reflection can distinguish. That ita sick-
“Iulmmtmlhﬁnnedllaym whmhmm

banner, the o Inseribed = Bank of the Unided Stades ™
the other, ®Safes’ Chariered Monopolies.® The firsl
_l.lhlﬂr.l |r|.|1m'mnk - ﬂ.:twnfnll prum'l-lln-
indep and ingy Justine; the

E

ionary struggle, P
wughi in Greai Beitain, and shus the darimess of En-
\ory unkversities and repalisn Seosch Calvinim wis
b tix s thee Light meed i e of thie apiril of "TH
The arch Fadiralia, Gowrernewr Morr, » o of

To the purcp's mmeuvves of that period may be
traced e clom: conpeuisn betwoss fnapsial selesing
i intrigai yosithifil edae it e b
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HI-"'IrI,! inspocted the crigin und rise of the 'P-r"_r"l:l;'

was brought te bear the Hamibon fisaneizl scheme,

wa will rn-'p'rmed.lumpl-ulhv natemn, ohjercd,
s effecis of that scheme keell

This schermne, as fired altempled undor forma oponly

Egropein—such & & funded debil, an expensive admisis-

arli arbirary | n-lnu-d :u-

%i?, wax i'r-inld hy ik mati -1lf|. Tlprrnli
at its head, in 1801, The seme schese, o8 next
Mpﬂhlhw m fmancisl corre-
spordisce aml conjnction with the agens and comp-
irollers of e geversments of Eorope—nsmaly, with
Meassre. Rotbechad and thair whole fralemily of stes
Bolers, sicek makers, sad_sinek Taneoy—Thia second
mdhﬁ-ﬂﬂmﬁﬂnﬂlmhpﬂuﬁﬂﬂ
sinca, tha treary of Ghen,

defiance of the law of Amesict’s govemment,

weiee of America's

W bave soen thal the st schame of the Party was
1o esisblish a srong governmend, armed wish direot
P-.r-—innﬁl'lﬁ..l.urm-r;l]‘ll.lm.m“
than that Wing, being openly ad voosted By Hamilion and

S — ——— g

globe Muﬂwmdlhﬂﬂlnknfﬂwumdﬂlm
Bwch & the umion subsisting botween the old Hamilton,
American fedoral, and mow schip fedaral finapeial schema
on the ooe hand; and the old Pitt, British tory, and now
whkig Ewropean financial scheme on the other, The names
and the tactics of the paries on both sides of the ocean,
though changed for the pine bundred and ninety-nanth time,
ever desmgnate & s of men and & scheme of politics hav-
ing in view the same objects with thoss proposed by the
old parlinment of George the Third ; namely, the subju-
gaticn of the whole mdustry and eredit of the eivilized
earih to one menstraws cosclidated monepoly-monarchy.
Awmh_fwhmllmuulﬂmiu nilan

Here Frances Wright tells us how she really feels on the issue of what to do with the chartered
banks:

Bagents of Grancial conssldation  Thess nancier keve
passges, s dear in dhe followers of Hamilion, sm w0 s
from malicn the smbrace of e boa comincior, which
enfifids bat to spesh.  The subgort is teb serious For pla-
wmairy, or wa might sibjeds thai say spproach towards
any intimats fisancial commusian between Armesics ard
Earape sl be like & marrsge between in ol rike il
» poumg beirms ﬁlmdl-mud\.h-hh-—dm

it on, i Leare be oo iU #eads bETwess aima om
H-mkndlrldmuhﬁbmlnlhmm
Ue it Batwoen them

Eiks ot scoiched bue billal, bt America armiage
m:ﬁ-ﬂﬁpﬂiwiﬂhm-lﬂ

The final essay in Volume 2 is "The Sectional Question: On Southern Slavery" =
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™ e R LR (i, v

i @ view e iy comedy. Haviog; vhabedl e ok |

lu-fp--l--nu-.h-l'---nl m_
‘-Ilrri-lqrirm- I pereversd wah gesd

Bope wnd et coanegm,
St o, the st el Pogr drery. B ol
aahar sl o _ﬂmimmuﬂ-
o] it i ks uiﬁ
minl, Tl wmin
......_p.._.u.u.-.t...u.u.._n
e faow ol woreip., i pmire iy 1

rE————
e e e U s et i it o W L b
-w-HH—I-—H'l:IHﬂlI Illh-ﬂhrll.—i.—l.

The Alrican raee, more intimately associated with
America's political and social state, will demand, bath
for ite own good and the good of the white population,
as glill dependent on its lobor, n gradual bat cficient
preparation for enfranchisement and colonization.

1 bave no other ohjection o enter into fizll delzils on
this head bat that, at the present moment, they would be
premature.  One thing ot a time and all things in order.
Wi have to emancipate, to regulate, to elevate, and 10
stimulnie the industry of the porth; that dons, the south,
whose statesmen, as & body, have ever been the highest
souled, the mest oational, and ibe most republican that
this nation has prodoced, will see, effectoally and honor-
ably, to wips ofl 1the stain from their escubcheon ; to turn
to good—to & source of wealth and gigantic internal im-
provemend, the avil which weighs upon them ; and, st one
and the same time, 1o cancel the wrong inflicted during
o course of ages by the white ruce on the black, and 1o
pnl.u'fmm 1l:ulr ghores a reflux tide on Africa of ineelli-

civilieation |

Ok that pretty much sums up the second collection, which seems much shorter than the first,

unless the version | have is an abridgement.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1700-what-evidence-do-we-have-that-frances-wright-personally-was-an-

epicurean/

24


https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1700-what-evidence-do-we-have-that-frances-wright-personally-was-an-epicurean/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1700-what-evidence-do-we-have-that-frances-wright-personally-was-an-epicurean/

