
Outline of Episodes - Serves As An Outline of the
Poem As Well!
Post by “Cassius” of June 17, 2020 at 3:17 PM

This outline will be expanded as we proceed with each episode:

Book One:

(1) Venus / Pleasure As Guide of Life: That Pleasure, using the allegory of Venus, is
the driving force of all life; That the way to rid ourselves of pain is to replace pain with
pleasure, using the allegory of Venus entertaining Mars, the god of war;
(2) The Achievement of Epicurus: That Epicurus was the great philosophic leader who
stood up to supernatural religion, opened the gates to a proper understanding of nature,
and thereby showed us how we too can emulate the life of gods;
(3-4) So Great Is The Power of Religion To Inspire Evil Deeds! That it is not
Epicurean philosophy, but supernatural religion, which is truly unholy and prompts men to
commit evil deeds;
(5) On Resisting The Threats of Priests And Poets:  That false priests and
philosophers will try to scare you away from Epicurean philosophy with threats of
punishment after death, which is why you must understand that those threats cannot be
true; That the key to freeing yourself from false religion and false philosophy is found in
the study of nature;
(6-7) Step One: Nothing Comes From Nothing. The first major observation which
underlies all the rest of Epicurean philosophy is that we observe that nothing is ever
generated from nothing.
(8) Step Two: Nothing Goes To Nothing. The second major observation is that
nothing is ever destroyed completely to nothing.
(9) The Evidence That Atoms Exist, Even Though They Are Unseen.  The next
observation is that we know elemental particles exist, even though we cannot see them
just like we know that wind and other things exist by observing their effects.
(10-11) The Void And Its Nature. We also know that the void exists, because things
must have space in which to move, as we see they do move.
(12) Everything We Experience Is Composed Of A Combination of Matter And
Void. Everything around us that we experience is a natural combination of atoms and
void.
(13) The Things We Experience Are Properties and Qualities Of Atoms And Void
And Cease To Exist When Their Atoms Disperse. All things we experience around us
are either (1) the properties (essential conjuncts; essential and unchanging) or
qualities (events; inessential and changing depending on context) of bodies. All these
arise from the nature, movement, and combinations of the atoms, and cease to exist
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when the atoms which compose the bodies disperse. Therefore it is incorrect to think that
ideas or stories such as that of the Trojan war have any permanent existence.
(14-15) Atoms Are Solid And Indestructible, And Therefore Eternal. The argument
that atoms are solid and indestructible and therefore eternal.
(16) The Atoms Are Never Destroyed, they Provide Continuity To All Nature, and there
is a strict limit on Divisibility of All Things.
(17) All things are not made of a single element, such as fire, as some
philosophers assert - such as Heraclitus, who asserted all things are made of fire.
(18) All things are not simply formed from the four classical elements (earth,
air, fire, and water) - here there reference is to Empedocles who was a great man, but
greatly fallen.
(19) All things are not made of tiny pieces of the same thing, or of tiny pieces of all
things, as Anaxagoras suggested.
(20) The universe is infinite in size and has no limits to its size.
(21) The earth is not the center of the universe.

Book Two

(22) Opening of Book Two: Epicurean Philosophy As The Only Way To Defeat Fear of
Death And Other Errors As To The Goal of Life
(23) The Motion of the atoms continues without resting place, and at great speed.
(24) The Swerve Part One - As a producing force of nature.
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