Episode Thirteen - Properties, Qualities, And the
Trojan War

Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2020 at 11:05 AM

Welcome to Episode Thirteen of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet
Lucretius, author of "On The Nature of Things," the only complete presentation of Epicurean
philosophy left to us from the ancient world.

| am your host Cassius, and together with my panelists from the EpicureanFriends.com forum,
we'll walk you through the six books of Lucretius' poem, and discuss how Epicurean philosophy
can apply to you today. Be aware that none of us are professional philosophers, and everyone
here is a a self-taught Epicurean. We encourage you to study Epicurus for yourself, and we
suggest the best place to start is the book, "Epicurus and His Philosophy" by Canadian
professor Norman DeWitt. Find out more about the nature and goals of our podcast at
Lucretiustoday.com, where you can download a copy of the text that we read from each week.

In previous episodes we have discussed:

e (1) Venus / Pleasure As Guide of Life: That Pleasure, using the allegory of Venus, is
the driving force of all life; That the way to rid ourselves of pain is to replace pain with
pleasure, using the allegory of Venus entertaining Mars, the god of war;

e (2) The Achievement of Epicurus: That Epicurus was the great philosophic leader who
stood up to supernatural religion, opened the gates to a proper understanding of nature,
and thereby showed us how we too can emulate the life of gods;

e (3-4) So Great Is The Power of Religion To Inspire Evil Deeds! That it is not
Epicurean philosophy, but supernatural religion, which is truly unholy and prompts men to
commit evil deeds;

e (5) On Resisting The Threats of Priests And Poets: That false priests and
philosophers will try to scare you away from Epicurean philosophy with threats of
punishment after death, which is why you must understand that those threats cannot be
true; That the key to freeing yourself from false religion and false philosophy is found in
the study of nature;

e (6-7) Step One: Nothing Comes From Nothing. The first major observation which
underlies all the rest of Epicurean philosophy is that we observe that nothing is ever
generated from nothing.

e (8) Step Two: Nothing Goes To Nothing. The second major observation is that
nothing is ever destroyed completely to nothing.
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¢ (9) The Evidence That Atoms Exist, Even Though They Are Unseen. The next
observation is that we know elemental particles exist, even though we cannot see them
just like we know that wind and other things exist by observing their effects.

e (10-11) The Void And Its Nature. We also know that the void exists, because things
must have space in which to move, as we see they do move.

e (12) Everything We Experience Is Composed Of A Combination of Matter And
Void. Everything around us that we experience is a natural combination of atoms and
void.

In this Episode 13, we move to a discussion of Epicurus' view on whether reality is objective or
subjective, and we explore how Epicurus categorized the things we experience around us as
being either (1) the properties (also called essential conjuncts, which are essential and
unchanging) or (2) qualities (also called events, which are inessential and changing depending
on context) of the bodies that make them up. Whether properties or qualities, all our
experiences arise from the nature, movement, and combinations of the atoms, and cease to
exist when the atoms which compose the bodies disperse. Today we will discuss Epicurus'
views on this issue, and apply it to the example that Lucretius gave us: the story of the Trojan
war.

Our text today begins at at approximately line 439 of the Daniel Brown Edition.

Let's now join our discussion, with Elayne reading the text:

Review the prior sections of Book 1 of Daniel Browne by clicking here.

1743 Daniel Browne Edition (click link for English and Latin):

[439] Again, whatever is must either act itself, or be by other agents acted on; or must be
something in which other bodies must have a place and move; but nothing without body can
act, or be acted on; and where can this be done, but in a vacuum or empty space? Therefore,
beside what body is or space, no third degree in nature can be found, nothing that ever can
affect our sense, or by the power of thought can be conceived. All other things you'll find
essential conjuncts, or else the events or accidents of these. | call essential conjunct what's so
joined to a thing that it cannot, without fatal violence, be forced or parted from it; is weight to
stones, to fire heat, moisture to the Sea, touch to all bodies, and not to be touched essential is
to void. But, on the contrary, Bondage, Liberty, Riches, Poverty, War, Concord, or the like,
which not affect the nature of the thing, but when they come or go, the thing remains entire;
these, as it is fit we should, we call Events.

[460] Time likewise of itself is nothing; our sense collects from things themselves what has
been done long since, the thing that present is, and what's to come. For no one, we must own,
ever thought of Time distinct from things in motion or at rest.
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[465] For when the poets sing of Helen's rape, or of the Trojan State subdued by war, we must
not say that these things do exist now in themselves, since Time, irrevocably past, has long
since swept away that race of men that were the cause of those events; for every act is either
properly the event of things, or of the places where those things are done.

[472] Further, if things were not of matter formed, were there no place or space where things
might act, the fire that burned in Paris' heart, blown up by love of Helen's beauty, had never
raised the famous contests of a cruel war; nor had the wooden horse set Troy on fire,
discharging from his belly in the night the armed Greeks: from whence you plainly see that
actions do not of themselves subsist, as bodies do, nor are in nature such as is a void, but
rather are more justly called the events of body, and of space, where things are carried on.

Munro:

[439] Again whatever shall exist by itself, will either do something or will itself suffer by the
action of other things, or will be of such a nature as things are able to exist and go on in. But no
thing can do and suffer without body, nor aught furnish room except void and vacancy.
Therefore beside void and bodies no third nature taken by itself can be left in the number of
things, either such as to fall at any time under the ken of our senses or such as any one can
grasp by the reason of his mind. For whatever things are named, you will either find to be
properties linked to these two things or you will see to be accidents of these things. That is a
property which can in no case be disjoined and separated without utter destruction
accompanying the severance, such as the weight of a stone, the heat of fire, the fluidity of
water. Slavery on the other hand, poverty and riches, liberty war concord and all other things
which may come and go while the nature of the thing remains unharmed, these we are wont, as
it is right we should, to call accidents.

[460] Time also exists not by itself, but simply from the things which happen the sense
apprehends what has been done in time past, as well as what is present and what is to follow
after. And we must admit that no one feels time by itself abstracted from the motion and calm
rest of things.

[465] So when they say that the daughter of Tyndarus was ravished and the Trojan nations
were subdued in war, we must mind that they do not force us to admit that these things are by
themselves, since those generations of men, of whom these things were accidents, time now
gone by has irrevocably swept away. For whatever shall have been done may be termed an
accident in one case of the Teucran people, in another of the countries simply.

[472] Yes for if there had been no matter of things and no room and space in which things
severally go on, never had the fire, kindled by love of the beauty of Tyndarus’ daughter, blazed
beneath the Phrygian breast of Alexander and lighted up the famous struggles of cruel war, nor
had the timber horse unknown to the Trojans wrapt Pergama in flames by its night-issuing
brood of sons of the Greeks; so that you may clearly perceive that all actions from first to last
exist not by themselves and are not by themselves in the way that body is, nor are terms of the

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episode-thirteen-properties-qualities-and-the-trojan-war/ 3



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wiki/doku.php?id=munro_1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episode-thirteen-properties-qualities-and-the-trojan-war/

same kind as void is, but are rather of such a kind that you may fairly call them accidents of
body and of the room in which they severally go on.

Bailey:

[439] Or again, whatsoever exists by itself, will either do something or suffer itself while other
things act upon it, or it will be such that things may exist and go on in it. But nothing can do or
suffer without body, nor afford room again, unless it be void and empty space. And so besides
void and bodies no third nature by itself can be left in the list of things, which might either at
any time fall within the purview of our senses, or be grasped by any one through reasoning of
the mind. For all things that have a name, you will find either properties linked to these two
things or you will see them to be their accidents. That is a property which in no case can be
sundered or separated without the fatal disunion of the thing, as is weight to rocks, heat to fire,
moisture to water, touch to all bodies, intangibility to the void. On the other hand, slavery,
poverty, riches, liberty, war, concord, and other things by whose coming and going the nature
of things abides untouched, these we are used, as is natural, to call accidents.

[460] Even so time exists not by itself, but from actual things comes a feeling, what was
brought to a close in time past, then what is present now, and further what is going to be
hereafter. And it must be avowed that no man feels time by itself apart from the motion or
quiet rest of things.

[465] Then again, when men say that ‘the rape of Tyndarus’s daughter’, or ‘the vanquishing of
the Trojan tribes in war’ are things, beware that they do not perchance constrain us to avow
that these things exist in themselves, just because the past ages have carried off beyond recall
those races of men, of whom, in truth, these were the accidents. For firstly, we might well say
that whatsoever has happened is an accident in one case of the countries, in another even of
the regions of space.

[472] Or again, if there had been no substance of things nor place and space, in which all things
are carried on, never would the flame of love have been fired by the beauty of Tyndaris, nor
swelling deep in the Phrygian heart of Alexander have kindled the burning battles of savage
war, nor unknown of the Trojans would the timber horse have set Pergama aflame at dead of
night, when the sons of the Greeks issued from its womb. So that you may see clearly that all
events from first to last do not exist, and are not by themselves like body, nor can they be
spoken of in the same way as the being of the void, but rather so that you might justly call
them the accidents of body and place, in which they are carried on, one and all.

Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2020 at 11:06 AM
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Today's discussion of Lucretius (Episode 12) contains a couple of really deep issues worth
noting before we start:

1) The difference between the PROPERTIES of atoms that are unchanging, and The QUALITIES
of BODIES that do change and vary by situation. We are going to have to look closely at
whether ATOMS have qualities, or whether only BODIES (combinations of atoms) have qualities,
which | think is the case. We also need to look at the terminology because | personally think
that EVENTS which is used by Daniel Brown (and closer to the Latin) is much better than
ACCIDENTS as used by Munro and Bailey and many others.

L045 -pasted:fronr<lipboard-png

2) this section contains the very interesting discussion of the Helen / Trojan war reference, and
gathering what it means is not easy. | think he is using this to again get at the issue of
"Existence" and what that word means. | think he is saying that we need to be careful to make
sure we do not think that the story of the Trojan war "exists" as some archetype or in another
dimension, and he argues that by saying that the events of the Trojan war are long gone and no
longer "exist" in real form.

3) Last point maybe is to point out that he says that TIME does not exist except as a function of
the movement of bodies. That one may actually be easier, and this is mentioned in the letter to
Herodotus that we can compare.

Quote

Quote Moreover, you must firmly grasp this point as well; we must not look for time, as
we do for all other things which we look for in an object, by referring them to the
general conceptions which we perceive in our own minds, but we must take the direct
intuition, in accordance with which we speak of “a long time” or “a short time,” and
examine it, applying our intuition to time as we do to other things. Neither must we
search for expressions as likely to be better, but employ just those which are in
common use about it. Nor again must we predicate of time anything else as having the
same essential nature as this special perception, as some people do, but we must turn
our thoughts particularly to that only with which we associate this peculiar perception
and by which we measure it. For indeed this requires no demonstration, but only
reflection, to show that it is with days and nights and their divisions that we associate it
and likewise also with internal feelings or absence of feeling, and with movements and
states of rest; in connection with these last again we think of this very perception as a
peculiar kind of accident, and in virtue of this we call it time.

There are lots of aspects of all this to consider but one is "Who would argue that 'actions of
themselves subsist, as bodies do, or are in nature (such as is a void)?"
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Is that a reference to Platonism?

Then there is the background of monism: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monism
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Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2020 at 11:10 AM

What follows are notes from Cyril Bailey in his most extensive edition of De Rerum Natura. |
tend to discount Bailey's interpretations as much less reliable than Munro, but the notes may
still contain helpful elements. If others know of commentaries on this section | would appreciate
your adding references to the thread. For MUNRO, who is much more sympathetic to Epicurus
and therefore more likely to be correct, see the next post.

L. 448 COMMENTARY

Vi. 1235 apiser . . . condagia morbi, and v. 808 crescebant ulert terram
radicibus apti.

2. Propertics and accidents. yg-82,
449. All other predicable things are either inseparable properties

or accidents of bodies or space, 452. A property is that which cannot

be removed or separated without the physical dissolution of the

thing, as weight is to rocks, heat to fire, wetness to water, touch to

all bodies, intangibility to the void. 435, An accident is that which
by its occurrence or cessation does not affect the nature of the thing,
like slavery, poverty, wealth, etc. 459. Among these may be
reckoned time, which is not an existence in itself, but from things
themselves we derive the sensation of past, present, and future: it

cannot be perceived apart from the motion or rest of things. 464,

The same is true of events: the ‘rape of Helen' or ‘the defeat of the
Trojans’ must nof be supposed to have an independent existence
merely because time in its irrevocable course has carried off the
races of men, whose ‘accidents’ these things were, 469. For (1) all
events may be regarded as the accidents of places or parts of space,
(2) 471. 1 there had not been matter and space in which events take
place, Paris' love of Helen could never have kindled the Trojan war,
nor the wooden horse have set fire to Troy at night. 478. Therefore
events cannot have an independent existence like body or be re-
garded like space, but they are the ‘accidents’ of body and space, in

which all things are carried on.,
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episod

COMMENTARY L 448

cventa. One of his simplifications is that he has mainly in mind all
through compound bodies, the things of the perceptible world, and
that is what he consistently denotes by corpus, corpora; of the two
ultimate constituents, he mentions the consunchon of space in 454
intactus inans and (as I believe) its eventa in the section dea]lmg with
‘events’ (464-82); the ‘atoms’ or ‘particles’ are doubtless included
in corporibus cunchis in 454, but there is no reference to any evenfim
attaching specially to them. :

A coniunctuin, then, is an inseparable property of things, an
essential quality which you could not take away or attempt to
separate from other coniuncla without destroying Ithe physical
nature of the thing (notice discidiunm 452, the technical term for
atomic dissolution). Here we can get help from Epicurus, ‘wilq
gives as his examples of ouBefiyxira ‘shape, colour, size, arnd weight
—the properties, that is, which make a thing perceptible to the
senses, He says further that we must think of ‘a body as a w.hule
as having its permanent (atbio) nature composed of _thtse !}'ungs,
yet niot that they come together to form it, as the pamcles do . aml'
later that ‘they have their own peculiar ways of ‘bemg perceived
(e.g. Shape and size by touch or sight, colour by sight, and weight
by touch), and that ‘the whole aggregate always goes along with
them and is never separated from them, but has its character as
body in virtue of their united comprehension’ (e.g. a rock is a rock
in virtue of its peculiar shape, size, colour, and weight). A simpler
and perhaps more illuminating description occurs in the next

rtesetisrobertibetole nﬂ@sﬁmﬁ{eimﬁﬂuﬁ accompani-

This is a very difficult section, which has been analysed fully in

the hope of bringing out its meaning. Epicurus first refers to the
idea in the Lefter fo Herodotus at the end of t ¢ passage already

ments of body, without which it cannof be thought o as body'. 1f
we try to apply this a little more fully than Lucr. has done, we can
say that the coniwncta of the ult@mate _pa_rtic]es are shape, size, and
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L g8 COMMENTARY 3
here gives us no examples and Luer. confines himself in 455-8, not
merely to the eventa of compound bodies, but to those of human:
beings, and there again, not on the physical, but on what, with-

Giussani, we may call the moral side. But again we may attempt.

to fill out the idea. The ‘accidents’ of the ultimate particles are:
their movements in space and their consequent collisions, deflexio 1
and combinations. The accidents of space are (this will be seen to.
be implied in 469-82) the movements of the particles and of compound
things which take place in it. The accidents of compound bodies
are their movement or rest, their states, whether physical, such as.
ill health, or ‘moral’, such as the examples which Lucr. gives, their
changes of state, such aswarmth or cold ora change of colour, and thei
actions or sufferings, the things that they do or have done to them,
After this general exposition of the nature of coniuncta and eventa
Lucr. passes on to consider two special cases of eventa, time and
occurrences, or events in the English sense. These will best be
considered separately as they come in the text. 1
As regards the difficulties which have been raised by commens
tators, so far as they affect Lucr, we may notice the strange

statement of Munro, that Lucr. invented the distinction between |

coniuncta and eventa, whereas ovufefyrdra and oupnrdpara are

‘synonyms, denoting either kind of accident’. How this can be -

maintained in face of the careful exposition in the Leiter fo Hero-

dous T do not understand, but if there is confusion in the application

of the terms, it should be explained with Giussani (Stwd. Lucr. 17-38)

on the ground that the terms are relative not absolute, and that

what is the auuBefiyxcs of one thing may be the ovunrwpa of another,

Thus slavery is, as Lucr, says, the evenfum of a man, but it is the

oupPefxds ot comiunctum of a slave. There is, however, no trace

of this conception in Epicurus and it is exceedingly improbable that
the difficulty even occurred to Lucr. I cannot myself find any con-

fusion or ambiguity in the use of the terms either in Epicurus or -
Lucr., or any discrepancy between them, except that Lucr.’s account

is greatly simplified. A full discussion of difficulties and criticisms

will be found in Giussani (loc. cit.); see also the notes of Robin
and Pascal.

449. quaecumque cluent: ‘all tl.'l]ngs that have a m!' 4all 1

predicable things'. duent is not merely a synonym of sun, but

is not ‘all things said to exist’ (Merrill, for Luer, does not doubt

their existence, nor ‘all things known' (Pascal). It is, as Castiglione

suggests, equivalent to mdvra i dvopaldpeva, Smith, following Duff, =
translates ‘whatever qualities are predicated (of body and soul)’;

this reads too much into the words.  coniuncta is regarded by
Lucr, as a participle and constructed with a dat. both here and in
453-4; eventa has the gen. here, but dat. in 469.

b72

L 453 COMMENTARY
(LK. . 291) speaks also of a divisio (sc. disyllabic form) in the dat.

termination, though again all the examples which he quotes (284) are
gen. On the other hand, Quintilian i. 7. 18 expressly states that the
-a1 termination was used for the dat. and there are undoubted
examples of it indnscriptions, e.g, C.1.L. xiv. 2863 DIOVOS FILIA(l)
httPRIVOREN bibich iewnfiartr, badurga it soo Lipebd

There remains the question whether, even if the -ai termination
were used for the dat., it would be scanned as two long syllables.
Priscian regards it as a disyllable, but Nigidius in Aul. Gell. xiii.

COMMENTARY L 453

. . 1. ‘. 6‘1 &
. horum: 0G), res being picked upb}ia neuter.a.sml 5671
se: 5: there andol?rol. VB, § 7. 2. Bemays's harum 11:& gunc}c;rsis:?'r,
though it has been adopted bylm:nyrrd :tritxjt:rs. including Brieger,
;ussani. and Pascal, and recently by _.
Gz:;s:n:;mm: “n no case’, nearly aqmva]entl to uw:::.
permitiali, ad). of permities, pmbablﬁ lf;:né ;;oo:l :E Lm:g&n:::, ami
is stronger than perniciali, W A0 ) SO )
:I:eans 'an:g\ilaﬁng’, not merely ‘harmiul’ mdlo. sele l; o:
220, Its use here emphasizes the idea that the rmthdlzawat‘ of on
of the comisncta of a thing would imply its Physu;:ﬂ {?JSIIIP_ l-:zm.“ﬁ
452, potis est = polesl. pofis is an archlmc formation, like s ts,
magis, and is used by Lucr, indifferently with mas;ra.,lffm., o aeg gr{
substantives. He also uses the neuter form pole in il :o;g and, i
Lachmann's emendation be right, in v, 3336. See Prol, A'tﬁe:é
seiungi seque gregari: there is probably a difference bfatween .
verbs: seiungi to remove the conunctum from the thing, Isfgrega
to isolate one cominclum from the others’: see Prol. V 'h § 14
seque gregari: Lucr.'s use of tmesis lies m|dvrfa1|r between the E!!;
travagances of Ennius and the restfaint of Virgil, who lgnnlﬁnes lt
to the prefix in- used in either of its senses. In Luer. 1t 1: Ew:
frequent with -gue, but the parts of  verb are also separate 83; |
enin (i, 162, 860, iv. 948), quasi (v, 287, 299) ; tore violent areiv. gﬁ
practer creditur ire and iv, 832 fuler quaccumque pretantur.
Pr:igﬂ: gfs weight is to rocks, heat to fire, wetness to water, touch
to all bodies, intangibility to void. The text and cnptentsloi these
Jines have been much discussed. In 453 00 have saxis ... 1S - - -
aguas (aquas 0), which Martin a]nnelof modern editors refans,
being apparently content to leave conitinclum {_ar u‘mundu:s} or}::e
structed both with the dat, saxis, corporibus, inans and with i
gen, ignis, aquai in the same sentence, which is very improba d.g
Lachmann, holding that aquai as dat. was impossible—nam 1
dativis in -ai disyllabum exewntibus mugas narrant grammalici—rea
saxist (= saxi esf) .. . igWiS . .- aguas, a row of gemitives. But apart
from the evidence of the next line, which Lachmann expunges, 9
his coniuncla duabus rebus shows that Lucr. regarded coniunclum
as a participle and constructed it with the dat. Most modern editors
have therefore followed the lead of Bockemuller‘m reading saxis ..
iguist (= igni esf) . . . aquai and regarding aguai as dat. This is not
so serious a difficulty as lias been supposed; though patriai 1. 41,
which has been quoted, is almost cenmn].y. gen, yet summai 1. 953
is probably a dat, and so possibly s fugas in 1. 147, and the gram-
marians are aware of the usage. Chanisius 1. 19 ?dduces ferrai
frondosai from Ennius (Ann. 1g1) and aulai medio from YII:GII
(Aen. ii. 354), though both {hese instances are really gen. Priscian

073

COMMENTARY L 450

455, servitium contra paupertas divitiaeque . . . (nom.) haec (a_cc.,}
soliti sumus . . . vocare 456 a good example qf Lucr.'s characteristic
habit of anacoluthon. Soin ii, 1030-3 accusatives picked up by nom.

and in ff. 3427 nominatives picked up by quorm untm quidvis acc.

(cf. iv. ra3-6). See Prol. VB, § 2. We may notice also how after the

: ; b | the next number
irtééw- w&”—' ] ‘f u attar-v?/a r/

In the list wii 'q- v i fu ;
457, adventu ., , abituque: cf. 1. 677 quorum abﬂu‘aufadlig. ;
458. soliti sumus: not ‘T, Lucretius, am in the habit of calling’ but

ik nar paks
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Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2020 at 11:24 AM

| apologize for the poor copy but it is the best | seem to be able to do. If anyone has a source
that is more clear please post.

68 BOOK 1 NOTES II BOOK I NOTES I 69

Mo in the technical sense of the Greek woujoa mu: fungi peculiar to
i both in the technical sense as here and 443, and in the common
i, 0a 111 168 T34 v 308, of oy, 441 iprun on its part in
to aliis agentibus, 443 erit, ut possunt of mss. I now think
Wt : see n. to 0 901 uf debent, [Comp. also 1 112 Cuins, uti
o, rei, and Plaut, Awph. cited there; also asin. 28wt ipee
b lo fuciam ut svias (= talis qualia ipse scibo); Ter. Phor. 224
nistin, olim ut fuerit vestra oratio (= qualis fuerit); Juv, I
W turba deorum Talis ut est hodie; and perhaps Cie. pro Sex.
b 33 aiunt hominem, ut erat furiosus, respondisse, i.e. quo erat
f: see Madv. gramm. 444 a anm. 4] 443 Epic. in Diog.
fh, x 67 o kodr oire Tosjout olre mafedly Bivera, aMMd Komow
9 ' lavroi rois supac Tapéyerar, 445450 comp. Epic. ibid,
ol B rura ooy dmwonbijva Slvaras ofre rephrrds ovre avaloyes
wiphyrrois, os vd xaf’ Gas gioas MapBarduea ki pj us T
W suprrispara 1 oupfeByeora Aeyduera: the ma k. ak. g, Aap =
wl est per se nartura of 419 duras being applied to body and void
iy the school of Demoeritus and Epicurus, 447 48 might
Il xpressed by ol alafyrdy oire voyro. 448 apisei: s01v 1235
i contagia, and v 808 terram radicibus apli.
0482 all other things are either inseparable properties or acei-
s ol wmatter or void ; time also exists not by itself: from the things
o on follows the feeling of past present and future : the actions done
§ ioge of Troy for instance did not exist by themselves, but were
iocldents of the men there or the places there : without hody and
g iotling which there happened could have happened. 449 clueat
ot the same as sunt, as often in Luer.: *all things which have o
 which exist’, eontuneta and eventa appear to have heen devised by
lmself to distinguish the two kinds of ouufeByxora or aceidentia,
Wi or per se, and those not so: the editors after Lamb. quote a pass-
orphyry and decide that coniuncta=mupPefnrorn, eventa=ouprri-
e truth is that in the passage quoted above from Epicurus, as
W n 67, 68, 70, T1 of the same letter, cupfef. and cuprr. are
denoting either kind of accident; just as Aristotle uses
ly rupuBeByds both for his xaf’ avro oupf. and for the o} waf’
gt chap. of metaph. v; and Cicero in the passage quoted at 419
| sque his aceidant for both kinds, I might cite many passages
 Woxtus of the quite indifferent use of the two terms : adv, math, x
‘whish bears directly on what follows, rovrer 7y sypBefyuirar rd
Wiy dysipirra v ols aupéfneer, 7d 8 xuplleobau e
i by olv dori iy ols cuuBifpeer dorep o dvnrvrla plv Tob
bt lfis B 70D eevod...(454 might have been forged from this
) ol dyupurre 86 éore v ols cupfBiPneer xabamep 7 xivos
o i now comp. with this Diog, Laert. 67: Epicurus argues
.
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fortasse latuit cet.’, and in Horace Seneca Quintilian and Jus 2
expression rather denotes ‘an acquired pereeption or feeling of ¢
mon duties and proprieties expected from each member of socie
quoted from Sir W. Hamilton by Mayor to Juy, vin 73; though 8
genses sometimes run into one another, 423 cwi, s N, P B
says, depends on fides=cui fides adhibita; Livy m 10 6 out v
anno fides non fuerat ; Aen. 11 69 ubi prima fides pelago; Aetna 5l
lo o eae fidem; O, her. 17 (18) 119 Siqua fdes woro sst; am, 11
verum falso crimine deme fidem, 426 foll.: Luer. again closely f
Epic. 1 1. 40 ¢l pij fp & wevov xad yupar kai dvagi Guow dvopalops
dv elye ra oupara Srou v olbt & o éxweiro, xafarep guiberat & o
497 i nullum foret: see n. to 37T, 430 supera: 370 foll.s
shew Lamb, and others to be wrong in reading quaquam in 438
wé have qua diversa moventur; but moveri and seare are not the
and Lucr, manifestly refers to 378 Nam quo squamigeri poferunt pré
tandem, N spatium dederint laticss? concedere porro Quo poterun
cet.: meare=procedere et concedere.
430483 doubtless he dwells at such length and with sue
phasis on this argument, because the stoles taught that all sta '
virtues ete. were body: take among many passages what
says in Plut, do repugn. stoic, 43 p. 1063 F obbiv iAo ras
dépas elvat, ol V) Tovrey ydp owéeras Td gupara’ kai Ty
teacrov dvat v Eu quveyopdhr airds o quvéyur arp ooy, o ey
jukv dv oudijp vk, and Sen, epist. 117 7 quod aceidit alicui, ubrum
id cui acoidit st am in e0 cui acoidit? i in e0 est e acoidit, om
est quam illud cui aceidit, ‘wilil enim acciders sine tactu pofests
tangit, corpus est, #i extra est, posteaquan acciderat, recessif, quod 18
otum habet, quod motum habet, corpus est. 433 Quod : see
04 animum, mentem quam,  lert, numero: this redundant |
wumera is suficiently illustrated by Fore. s.v. 435 Augming, &
often used by Luer. and only by him and his constant imitator Arm
501 614 adaugmen: momen too seems peculiar to him and his imit
for momentum; he also uses fragimina more than once: glomeramen
tramen vezamen clinamen to0 he alone of elassical writers employs. ]
sit 0. dummodo sit, 438 Corp. num.: the lexicons cite f om
and Cacsar numerus vini, frumenti, olei and the like ; Livy als
magnum frumenti numerum ; signati argendi magnum Aume '"
pro Cluent, 87 joins nuwmerus and sumina, 88 here: cum ipsa pectk
smero ¢ summa sud...ostendat, —sequetur: will go to make up
ewpk‘!‘d SUTIRAN, 437 intachle, another araf ?«qr. h}' which *’
lates the dvadujs of Epicurus, 438 meantem, a favourite W
Lucr, in its proper sense of passing to and fro. 439 vac. in. & st
pleonasm often repeated; just below he has inane vecansque
we find even spatium vacuum inane. 440 fuciet quid us
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episod
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wht that time was not only doparor, but also like void xaf" evrd
fueror wpaypa : see Sextus]. 1, 218, With these vss. should be comp.
by in Diog. Laert. x T2, or the fuller passage of Sextus 1. 1. 219
koupos Bi...rov ypévov aipmrupie TupTTOpdTOY lvit Aéyer Taperderor
s e xai wi kal gpuis kal rafert xai drafidais sal anjoers wel
wivra yip rabra oupmrpierd o Tl u‘vpﬁl'ﬂwtf. Time
eolore is an aceident of accidents: Luor. treats the question with
position in the sentence see Ussing to Plaut. Amph, 181, : _ noe to the m_:eidenm of hody and vmﬂrjmt mautm:eg Evie:m
witiali : permaties permitialis permitiabilis are quite distinet in o | Mites of motion and states of mt', ur. :lllny 5“:3 ey
and differ perhaps in meaning from perndcies perniciosus : whether of the strange words of Chrysippus in te e
nicialis or pernieiabilis exists T cannot say; but Conington, Virg ' gind [yripare, quoted by ?lumh ‘di: pomn. {10 Ep 100 B m;:ﬂz
p. 229, is mistaken in supposing that I did not believe in the exister o Fipd 0T, ::z B'I lﬂ'zp:: i é dplipos m;i r.os,x:km" ris 2
pernicies, perniciosus, There is overwhelming evidence however fo ok drrw wﬁi‘u v Tjpdpa :rqd dara, ol 8 wal 3 ;wpn_v ;
mities, etc.: they are found in the best mss. of Plautus, Livy, Ta . Kl 9y Bexdry mn.vmu‘m&mm i 7 Tpuands, m{;lp v cm,t::
in the palimpsest and two other of the best of Pliny xv 74 by wai 70 Bipos/ ki 70 dlainapor wal ¢ énaurds. m
p. 153 and 218, assigns a pevmities to Plautus, Accius and Lucilin '1lnnnmtiug particle, dnm!a lelongs ?D. sequaluir, 08 8 00 : l;:g
Sen. Agam, 229 the permithi of the Floreutine attests permitiem: lolo 15 wanted : oth&rw‘lsa Plautus joins deinde ﬁpi;;o I;;m »
Donatus ars gramm, 11, p. 392 Keil, says ‘per inmutationem litten , 464 and 471 Bem.qw see . to 11.’. hiB o
olli pro ill, syllabae ut permitics pro pernicies’, attesting both the s it plainly refer to Qhrym??u n.nd. the.abmn: 0, u_wa.n; ) i
t, us otherwise it would not be syllabae but litteras. permitizs som  nocidents vere bodilyentities, time an immaterial t;ntlty. f':“ ey s
imply ‘utter destruction’, ‘annihilation’: pernicies and pernicioss Aiorefore used the hymonymes esse, _emtc.pro:: : uﬁf asud :;18 o
prob. connected with noceo: see Corssen 11 p. 422: we say pernig pe of Helen was, therefore t]mr rape exists of | o ; Yt I
legea; and in our passage ‘sine pernicioso Discidio’ would i1l ex '1. the plurals in 655, 657, 658? 639, 660, EEB,ISBT, E) & ;H,Mi]i
Lueretiug’ meaning, See Fick vergl. Woerterh. 1p. 153, 3 mi etes 04, 1083, 1087 ; all of them &lmnﬁ at the stoies. | f;ﬂ;ﬂ; b
compares with varions Sanserit words pude porfu pefoy, tinis m P 86 125 ete. (3rd edition), and Hobbes md:] yu g::&if
ete., and Corssen krit, Baitr, p. 206 foll.: permities therefors will aj s . 51 foll.] 486 faee bllia rape of Helen B -1& uhmnh:s i
‘a wasting away to nothing': Fick 1. L p. 470 ‘with the form -tyd o y 408 as us_me to make his argument more mT];. aﬂl o
sanser. i4yd ‘going’, lat. evitivm, in-itiumetc, 453 soque gregaris il case intelligible to all, the conquest of Troy. Lhis 1 ug :
thisipug supatis : so ingue nerentes, ingque peditur, inque peditiete, ingua) intinues : Teueris thar.uiore t;ul;sa the place of the geum:mmm
iinque gravesount, inque gredi ; conque globata, conque gregantur, MY, regionibus of loei: motice tm the quodcumqm whm !
pulrescunt ; perque forare, perque wolare, perque plicatis ; proque 1 jpoctl past event, not agetur: he singles out Teueris here, huua e
_praeterque meantum, proster creditur ire, rareque facil, inter enim } gl dlngled out Troidugenas gentis in 405 ; the Greeks 1:?]1?0;5 Mﬂ'—’r:
iner enin fugit, inter quasi rupta, inter enim saspit inder quasi rie il have answered his purpose, had he so chosen, J g;;“?:;l
inter enim cursat, inter plaga currere; ciroum tribus actis; exse sus 9 1o poss from time, the accident of accidents, to the murak ‘
dam super ; even inter quascumque pretantur, and fucit are ; thoy o of 440, that of aaedents generally. 478 conlatus g
does not rival Ennius' eere conminuit brum,  455—456 these now j tlis metaphor of o fire blown into flame. 474 {iem Phrygio
tives, which are out of the construction‘and = vocabula quase sunt 01 11 001 Thessalico canrhamm tacta colore; v 24 GI;W mgﬂ;
vitium ete.' are curious : comp. Catull. 86 3 Totum illud * frmosa’ L Illo Leonis: comp. Virgil's TWW.W mgff., .::ﬁﬂ 2
[Hor. od. 111 24 27 Si quaeret ‘pater urbium’ Subseribi slatuis ; Py hania ; Valgius' Pylio pr.uﬂm‘:emm-e Namm 3 Gu.fmllus ini : f;;, '
I8 81 resonent miki ‘Cynthia’ silvae ; Sen. Here, fur, 643 (647) po Wiynia tcta ; Horaoe's pinguis Phrygiae Mygdonias opes [an it
dabit: Lentum est ‘dabit’: dat;] and perhaps Cie. de fin, 1 L Pegum progenies | Pmpartmf’ equss Btrusco de sanguing fegum];
hase leviora ponam: poema, ... signum, tabula, lous amoenus, | or's Dopyelyy xepakajy bewoio miw!w and Nn?‘fﬂpﬁl wapa Vil
vonelho, wids. lyiéos Barihios : perhaps too 119 gentis Jtalas hominum ; but see .
459 foll.: here too Lucr. is combating Chrysippus and the poreh ' glisoens still keeping the ssme metaphor. 475 Clara seems

the soul is not immaterial, because then it could not wouciy [
xaw: viv 8 bapyis apdirepn raira Biahapfivoper mepl v Yy
cuprrdpara,  Are oprrduara here conduneta or are they not} I
and yeb the latest authorities such as Zeller and Ussing contin
distinguish the two terms, Galen also again and again uses

synonymes ; as Method. Med. 1 8 &repdv 11 ylvos eire ouprrojuin
aupfefrirov b’ Gros dv ilos @ik mis dvouafer. [450 ea:
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- king upofthewholainnantruutumu!nhinghyaumegmtnr

a play on the two meanings of famous in story, and bright in ref b i gt ﬂfﬂi P Imvii.

to the flames of war: comp. 639 (larus ob obssuram linguam, -.

httfossfpwyiby. épioureantiisnds:conithvedd/1600te bk Hel{s] S'qualitiesyand-theebroiamanat aut firri
made more famous by the * timber” hovse of bronze in the acropol Manil 11780, férique rigors :
of 'h:h peeped H:::lﬂthﬁllﬂ Teucer and the sons of Theseus, 493 glacies, a bold but expressive metaphor to which I know

auict parallel; but Mart, 149 12 says Salone, qui ferrum gelat
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Vire. Aon, 11 262 probably rot his Acamas. Troianis 18 af:-
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Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2020 at 11:25 AM
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430—482: doubtless he dwells at such length and with
phasis on this argument, because the stoices tanght that all states q
virtues ete. were body: take among many passages whu.t: {311
enys in Plut. de repugn. stoic. 43 p. 1063 F olfidy @lhe rds &
ddpas «lvar, gapolv: ¥wd TovTew yip ovwégeras Td :J:u'qmﬂ' s ol
Ixnaroy dvay rav i curepopdray alrds o ouvéguy anp doTw, v oK
pir & o xor Ao and Sen. epist. 117 T quod aceidit u.fwut, il
id ewi accidit est, an in oo cui accidit 7 #iin 2o et cwi aecidit, tom
est quam illud cwi accidit. ‘nihil enim accidere sine tactu potest:
tangit, corpus eat. #i exfra est, postengquam accideral, recessit, quod e
motum habet, quod motum habet, corpis est. E’:E Quﬂd: 200 I

Post by “Cassius” of April 9, 2020 at 8:49 PM

Episode 13 of the Lucretius Today Podcast is now available. In this episode, we discuss how
Lucretius explains the Epicurean analysis of the things we experience as either being properties
or qualities of the bodies that arise from combinations of atoms. We'll discuss how we use this
knowledge to come to an understanding of how human experiences are subjective, while the
atoms themselves exist independently of our experience. And we'll apply this perspective to
analyzing how human events such as the Trojan War, no matter how significant, do not have an
eternal separate existence of their own. We hope you will enjoy this episode and that you will
leave us comments, suggestions and questions in the thread below.

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/25203938

Post by “Don” of April 10, 2020 at 3:38 PM

Just finished listening to the episode and enjoyed the discussion. | did want to respond to the
brief mention of Buddhism and Emptiness and Dependent Arising. From my perspective - or

should | say from my subjective perception = - | don't think Epicurean philosophy and
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Buddhist philosophy are that far apart in this regard. They quickly diverge but on these I find
echoes in each other.

The idea that entities do not have independent existence (Buddh.), | believe, echoes the idea
that the only things that truly exists are atoms and void (Epic.). Buddhists assert the doctrine of
the Two Truths: one truth is that the conventional reality of our everyday perceptions *does*
exist and this is how we interact with our world on a day-to-day basis; however, the underlying
truth is that everything is dependent on everything else and is ultimately empty of its own
inherent existence. The examples I've heard are that there's nothing you can point to in a
"table" that is the essence of its table-ness. It relies on its component parts to function as a
table. Or consider the Greek story of the ship of Theseus. Additionally, I've also heard
dependent arising being described as "the universe in a cup of tea": the tea in my cup is
dependent on the tea grown in the fields, on the people who pick the leaves, on the sun that
shines to make the tea grow, on the parents and grand-parents who gave birth to the people
working in the fields, on the clouds that rain on the fields, on the lay of the land that makes the
clouds form, on the Earth itself that contains that land, on the solar system, etc., etc., etc.
Everything is dependent on everything else.

| find echoes then of this in Epicurean philosophy. Conventional reality exists, that's how we
perceive the world. However, ultimately, we are all aggregates of atoms and void and
everything reverts to atoms and void and is re-configured into other entities eventually. This is
one of the reasons that "death is nothing to us." If our atoms were re-assembled into something
that looked like us, it wouldn't be us. We don't ultimately exist (we are atoms and void)
although we do conventionally exist and can perceive the world through the Canon and make
choices and rejections and have free will (although, | would say, our choices and rejections are
predicated on previous choices we've made and our choices are not infinite)... but that might
be for another future post.

Keep up the great work. | do hear a much more casual, conversational tone as the group
continues the podcasts... and you've made me want to get back to studying De Rerum Natura.
Thanks!

Post by “Cassius” of April 10, 2020 at 3:51 PM

1. No, you can't go back to reading De Rerum Natura until you're finished reading the Norman
DeWitt book! =

2. Based on my limited knowledge of Buddhism | do see why you draw the similarities, which |
recall doing in this podcast with Elayne. As more time goes by my perception is that the big

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episode-thirteen-properties-qualities-and-the-trojan-war/ 11



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_truths_doctrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_of_Theseus
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/159-death-is-nothing-to-us/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1500-episode-thirteen-properties-qualities-and-the-trojan-war/

point is not so much that there are technical similarities on these points as in the place where
you end up after factoring in the details. My perception (unfair or fair as it might be) is that the
Buddhists end up in a place of "Stoic-like" acceptance and resignation that becomes hard to
distinguish from passivity and resignation. Whether this results from their conclusion being that
they are somehow one with the universe and just want to accept their fate, or not, | leave to
someone who knows better, but that is my perception of the demeanor and attitude that |
associate with Buddhism.

And | see that same attitude in the "Tranquility" emphasis that some want to read in Epicurus.
My own perception of Epicurus is that the tranquility angle is not correct, or at least it is by no
means the majority, and that Epicurus meant what he said about (1) pleasure, and (2) the
shortness of life, so that rather than passivity and resignation and acceptance of fate, an
Epicurean will "seize the day" and make the best of the life that is available to him or her,
seeking to fill the life that is available with the most pleasant experiences as they subjectively
judge those to be valuable to them.

But | also think now that there is no way to dig in and then unravel these details without solid
grounding in the physics, which if accepted totally disabuse one of any post-death existence, or
any reason to live whatsoever but for pleasure, and someone who doesn't start with that
orientation will happly sit round the campfire, arm in arm with a Stoic on one side and a
Buddhist on the other chanting "cum-bay-ya my lord" til dawn. To each his own, but that is not
how | want to spend *my* life, and | don't think that's what most ancient Epicureans understood
the message to be either.

Thank you for listening and for the very helpful comments!

Post by “Don” of April 10, 2020 at 4:30 PM

< LOL... Point well taken on DRN! | am working through DeWitt and hopefully will be able to
share some comments/thoughts soon on Chapt 1 & 2.

| would agree with you on the Buddhist path leading to a more Stoic outlook, at least in my
rudimentary understanding of both. | could also see the Buddhist saying it's not "acceptance or
resignation" but transcendence of both of those positions... release from samsara and the cycle
of rebirth and all that.

Luckily, we have no cycle to be released from as Epicureans! Carpe diem! Death is nothing to
us!
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