Avowed Enemies of Epicurus: Dante

Post by “Cassius” of February 12, 2020 at 10:10 AM

Placeholder: Do | recall correctly that Dante reserved special punishment in hell for Epicureans?
This post is a placeholder and reminder to find and post that quote for future reference.

Post by “Charles” of February 12, 2020 at 10:52 AM

This ties into my thread about Cavalante di Cavalcanti and Farinata Degli Uberti, who were the
Epicurean influences that introduced the ideas to Dante.

Dante had placed Epicurus and his followers in the sixth circle of hell, in the fiery city of Dis.
The reason for this was because the Epicureans "denied the immortality of the soul" and thus
were condemned to live inside burning coffins for eternity. Farinata Degli Uberti is also spotted
alongside Epicurus.

Post by “michelepinto” of February 12, 2020 at 11:26 AM

Those are Dante's words:
Suo cimitero da questa parte hanno

con Epicuro tutti suoi seguaci,
che I'anima col corpo morta fanno.

My horrible translation:
Here the groves of Epicurus and his followers, they think the soul will die with the body.

Dante do not know almost anything about Epicurus.
In his journey in the Hell he met epicureans like everybody born before Christ.

Post by “michelepinto” of February 12, 2020 at 1:21 PM
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As an ltalian and an Epicurean I'm happy that Epicurus name is into the "Divina Commedia". Is
one of the most beautiful poem of ever. Unfortunatly Dante do not know much about Epicurus.
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