Virgil's Reference To Lucretius in "The Georgics"

Post by “Cassius” of August 3, 2019 at 11:55 AM

yui potuif rerum

Here is a reminder of what someone who had
full access to Epicurean texts, teachers, and
friends, stressed as important about Epicurean
philosophy: The key to Happiness is in
understanding how Nature works, and it is this
knowledge which allows us to drive away all
fears, including fear of "fate" and of punishment
after death.

(from Virgil's "Georgics" 2.490)

Excerpt from Wikipedia on Virgil's Georgics

The two predominant philosophical schools in Rome during Virgil's lifetime were Stoicism and
Epicureanism. Of these two, the Epicurean strain is predominant not only in the Georgics but
also in Virgil's social and intellectual milieu. Varius Rufus, a close friend of Virgil and the man
who published the Aeneid after Virgil's death, had Epicurean tastes, as did Horace and his
patron Maecenas.

The philosophical text with the greatest influence on the Georgics as a whole was Lucretius'
Epicurean epic De Rerum Natura. G. B. Conte notes, citing the programmatic statement in
Georgics 2.490-502, which draws from De Rerum Natura 1.78-9, "the basic impulse for the
Georgics came from a dialogue with Lucretius." Likewise, David West remarks in his discussion
of the plague in the third book, Virgil is "saturated with the poetry of Lucretius, and its words,
phrases, thought and rhythms have merged in his mind, and become transmuted into an
original work of poetic art."

Post by “Joshua” of November 14, 2023 at 9:35 PM

Aulus Gellius on Virgil's imitation of Lucretius; Here
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Quote

The positive assertion of Julius Hyginus that he had read a manuscript of Virgil from the
poet's own household, in which there was written et ora tristia temptantum sensus
torquebit amaror and not the usual reading, sensu torquebit amaro. Nearly everyone
reads these lines from the Georgics of Virgil in this way: At sapor indicium faciet
manifestus et ora Tristia temptantum sensu torquebit amaro. Hyginus, however, on my
word no obscure grammarian, in the Commentaries which he wrote on Virgil, declares
and insists that it was not this that Virgil left, but what he himself found in a copy which
had come from the home and family of the poet: et ora Tristia temptantum sensus
torquebit amaror. and this reading has commended itself, not to Hyginus alone, but
also to many other learned men, because it seems absurd to say "the taste will distort
with its bitter sensation." "Since," they say, "taste itself is a sensation, it cannot have
another sensation in itself, but it is exactly as if one should say, 'the sensation will
distort with a bitter sensation.' . Moreover, when | had read Hyginus' note to Favorinus,
and the strangeness and harshness of the phrase "sensu torquebit amaro" at once
displeased him, he said with a laugh, "I am ready to swear by Jupiter and the stone,
which is considered the most sacred of oaths, that Virgil never wrote that, but I believe
that Hyginus is right. For Virgil was not the first to coin that word arbitrarily, but he
found it in the poems of Lucretius and made use of it, not disdaining to follow the
authority of a poet who excelled in talent and power of expression." The passage, from
the fourth book of Lucretius, reads as follows: dilutague contra Cum tuimur misceri
absinthia, tangit amaror. And in fact we see that Virgil imitated, not only single words
of Lucretius, but often almost whole lines and passages.
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