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Galen wrote this in the 2nd century AD; I don't know whether he is the only ancient source.

Quote

Ptolemy the king of Egypt was so eager to collect books, that he ordered the books of
everyone who sailed there to be brought to him. The books were then copied into new
manuscripts. He gave the new copy to the owners, whose books had been brought to
him after they sailed there, but he put the original copy in the library with the
inscription "a [book] from the ships"
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