Simulacra, gods and the dead

Post by “Cassius” of November 17, 2020 at 10:39 AM

Quote from Susan Hill

Yes.

HA!

Quote from Susan Hill

I think the answer to that is presently as elusive to science as the question of how
consciousness arises. Some even say consciousness is an illusion, therefore.

| think the first sentence is well taken, but as for those who say consciousness is an illusion, |
think we're going to find that Epicurus took consciousness to be one of those primaries (like the
senses) that must be accepted and not looked behind, so therefore NOT an illusion. I'm thinking
that this is one of those areas that leads down the slippery slope to nihiism in practical terms,
but it's also something that is probably part of the "logic" debate that | think Epicurus was also
having with the other schools. So we probably have two separate issues (1) the physics of the
operation of the brain, and (2) our correctness in considering the senses as primary contacts
with reality, with consciousness too being subject to all types of error, but not an "illusion" as if
we could one day wake up from it. | presume it's more correct to say that consciousness "is" us
like saying Toys'RUs - ConsciousnesslsUs.

| reserve the right to revise, extend, or retract all those statements! But that is where |
currently am thinking makes the most sense trying to reconcile the state of modern science
plus what Epicurus was saying.

It's easy for us to go to google and dig out observations on "What modern science says" even
though of course there are lots of unresolved questions there.

| think it's our particular challenge here to also ask "What was Epicurus thinking?" because he
was immersed in the high-level logical arguments of ancient Greek philosophy, and | sometimes
think (as in the "absence of pain" formulation) that he was so far ahead of us in the terms of his
discussion that we don't recognize what he was saying. Probably the same can be said for his
statements on divinity.
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