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I agree definitely that the audience and the situation determines the context. Talks which
assume that pleasure and happy living are the goal are very useful. However the pattern that I
see, and that I think far outweighs in number anything else, is that if we only stay on this level
most people see this as just another "self-help" class to be filed away on their bookshelf with
100 others. Of course "most people" are not necessarily sitting in the audience - people who
have the initiative to come to a philosophical presentation may already be in the camp of
presuming that pleasure is good. On the other hand, it might be the opposite- that people who
come to a PHILOSOPHICAL presentation presume the standard view - that "virtue" is the good,
and that "happiness" is not defined in terms of pleasure, but in the standard non-Epicurean
ways.

In short I think we definitely need both types of presentations.
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