Simulacra, gods and the dead

Post by “Godfrey” of November 14, 2020 at 3:05 PM

To me it's important when considering the gods to keep anticipations in mind.

Going a little freeform here.... Consider the anticipations as "pattern recognition." The obvious
implication of this is recognizing patterns, but the less obvious (and here I'm speculating - )
implication is the urge to solving mysteries, which at some level is recognizing patterns. Nature
and life are full of mystery (which of course we should celebrate), and to me it is the urge to
solving mysteries of nature which is the true anticipation of the gods. That seems to be the
main common denominator between polytheistic, monotheistic, animistic, human, "primitive"
and "advanced" conceptions of gods. To me, the idea that the gods speak Greek or are
individuals or that there is one all-powerful God, when seen as an anticipation, is evidence of
the effect of cultural norms on pattern recognition which in turn had an effect on Epicurus'
ideas of the gods. Visions of the gods can come from exposure to the myths just as visions of
the dead can come from memories of the living.

It's also of great use when considering the anticipations to keep the gods in mind. <
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