
Simulacra, gods and the dead
Post by “Cassius” of November 14, 2020 at 12:44 PM

Quote from Don

Epicurus does say we can live a life worthy of the gods (or was that Lucretius?)

I think your referencing Lucretius where he talks about using reason to deak with the residual
forces that nature implants within us, but of course also it's Epicurus who talked about living
"as gods among men."

I think it's a huge issue as to why, once we find that we can have pleasure even living in a cave
on bread and water, we would ever decide to venture out for variations in pleasure. There are
many practical reasons, of course, but I do think there is an inner drive to "self-improvement"
that is associated or part of this pleasure drive. Variation may not be necessary, but there's no
commandment or reason to settle for "simple pleasures" when there are other pleasures that
you decide are within your reach at a reasonable cost in pain and that you judge (or feel) would
be rewarding for you to have. And of course the aspect of "visualizing goals" seems to be
deeply rooted in human psychology.
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