I'm back.....:-)

Post by “Cassius” of November 12, 2020 at 10:40 AM

Quote from bdws

| have given a lot of thought to this and | think a big part is this: Stoics have cornered
the market on short, simple, effective slogans and practices that serve as a short term
analgesic to pain.

This is a very interesting thread for me and comes at a good time.

(1) So the way you phrase that indicates to me that it wasn't the positive attraction of "virtue"
that was the prime motivating factor, but the "analgesic" aspect that was the driving force.

(2) For the greater part of my study of Epicurean philosophy and its relationship to Stoicism |
have been mostly concerned that | wanted to "get it right" and make sure | understood the
issues and the choices. Not that by any means | have it all figured out now, but I am much more
comfortable now that the Epicurean approach not only "feels right" but also "makes sense" for
the right reasons. | think | now have a better handle on the limits of how far any philosophy can
go, and where the lines exist where you just have to "make a decision and go with it."

| think most of us here (at least the regular posters) are in pretty much the same position. Most
of us have a pretty good grip on what the most important issues are, and while there are
definitely details that need to be improved, we have enough grasp of the big picture to be
confident that we aren't likely to conclude next month or next year that somehow we've been
horribly mistaken and that everything needs to be reevaluated from the ground up.

| am convinced now too that the personal interaction aspect is far more important than just
writing essays and the like. Consciously or not that is probably the reason I've devoted most all
my Epicurean time in the last years to this forum and other interaction rather than just to
writing essays.

We have a lot more work to do to in the direction Brett is saying -- we have the general
structure in place to expand our interaction with each other, but | am sure all of us need more
"local" friendship and connections that the online mechanisms can help with but not solve
completely. And to make progress in expanding our local friendship networks, we need more
attention to those "short, simple, effective slogans and practices."
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