"Facts don't care about your feelings."

Post by “Cassius” of November 7, 2020 at 12:06 AM

Very similar, but from the letter to Pythocles - maybe a variation of the translation of this is
what | am thinking about that we don't need a general theory of everything?

The fact that this sentiment is included in both Herodotus and Pythocles is surely a measure of
its importance to Epicurus:

Quote

First of all then we must not suppose that any other object is to be gained from the
knowledge of the phenomena of the sky, whether they are dealt with in connection with
other doctrines or independently, than peace of mind and a sure confidence, just as in
all other branches of study.

We must not try to force an impossible explanation, nor employ a method of inquiry
like our reasoning either about the modes of life or with respect to the solution of other
physical problems: witness such propositions as that ‘the universe consists of bodies
and the intangible,” or that ‘the elements are indivisible,' and all such statements in
circumstances where there is only one explanation which harmonizes with phenomena.

For this is not so with the things above us: they admit of more than one cause of
coming into being and more than one account of their nature which harmonizes with
our sensations.

For we must not conduct scientific investigation by means of empty assumptions and
arbitrary principles, but follow the lead of phenomena: for our life has not now any
place for irrational belief and groundless imaginings, but we must live free from
trouble.

Now all goes on without disturbance as far as regards each of those things which may
be explained in several ways so as to harmonize with what we perceive, when one
admits, as we are bound to do, probable theories about them.

But when one accepts one theory and rejects another, which harmonizes as well with
the phenomenon, it is obvious that he altogether leaves the path of scientific inquiry
and has recourse to myth.
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