
"Facts don't care about your feelings."
Post by “Cassius” of November 7, 2020 at 12:03 AM

As usual I think of a quote but can't find it. It seems like it ought to be right here in this section
of Herodotus, but this doesn't seem to be what I am thinking of:

Quote

Furthermore, we must believe that to discover accurately the cause of the most
essential facts is the function of the science of nature, and that blessedness for us in
the knowledge of celestial phenomena lies in this and in the understanding of the
nature of the existences seen in these celestial phenomena, and of all else that is akin
to the exact knowledge requisite for our happiness: in knowing too that what occurs in
several ways or is capable of being otherwise has no place here but that nothing which
suggests doubt or alarm can be included at all in that which is naturally immortal and
blessed.

Now this we can ascertain by our mind is absolutely the case.

But what falls within the investigation of risings and settings and turnings and eclipses,
and all that is akin to this, is no longer of any value for the happiness which knowledge
brings, but persons who have perceived all this, but yet do not know what are the
natures of these things and what are the essential causes, are still in fear, just as if
they did not know these things at all: indeed, their fear may be even greater, since the
wonder which arises out of the observation of these things cannot discover any solution
or realize the regulation of the essentials.

And for this very reason, even if we discover several causes for turnings and settings
and risings and eclipses and the like, as has been the case already in our investigation
of detail, we must not suppose that our inquiry into these things has not reached
sufficient accuracy to contribute to our peace of mind and happiness.

So we must carefully consider in how many ways a similar phenomenon is produced on
earth, when we reason about the causes of celestial phenomena and all that is
imperceptible to the senses; and we must despise those persons who do not recognize
either what exists or comes into being in one way only, or that which may occur in
several ways in the case of things which can only be seen by us from a distance, and
further are not aware under what conditions it is impossible to have peace of mind.

If, therefore, we think that a phenomenon probably occurs in some such particular way,
and that in circumstances under which it is equally possible for us to be at peace, when
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we realize that it may occur in several ways, we shall be just as little disturbed as if we
know that it occurs in some particular way.
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But I think this is worth quoting in regard to what we're discussing about Aristotle.
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