
"Facts don't care about your feelings."
Post by “Cassius” of November 6, 2020 at 9:17 PM

Quote from Don

Light bulb!  So, we don't rely on reason alone. We use it but we use it as a tool as an
adjunct or complement to the Canonical senses once we've taken in available
information or evidence from them.

If someone says "I feel the earth is flat. That feels true to me" that doesn't mean
anything. What do your senses tell you? If the concept of a flat earth brings you
Pleasure, what do your senses tell you including what scientific senses tell us through
telescopes and discs travel. What do our mental senses tell us? What does our
understanding of the universe tell us?

How does that sound?

I agree with most of that, but I would be careful about "If someone says "I feel the earth is flat.
That feels true to me" that doesn't mean anything."

Were you to apply that strictly, you would be telling yourself to ignore the feeling of pleasure
that you are hypothesizing that person received from the 'feeling that the world is flat' that you
posit he is having. (I think of necessity what you are talking about there is an opinion rather
than strictly a feeling alone.)

I don't think you should ever say that any data point should be 'ignored' -- it would be better to
incorporate that data point into your understanding of your thought processes so that you
accounted for having experienced that feeling of pleasure and thereby learned from it. If the
experience was pleasurable then you will be naturally inclined to repeat it, but you need to
learn that you can't expect to repeat it by expecting the world to prove to be flat by walking far
enough in the same direction.

Maybe you can come to understand what it was in the experience that led to the feeling of
pleasure, and maybe you can find other ways to experience that same pleasure, for example in
reading fiction or otherwise recognizing that the belief in a flat earth is imaginary but for some
reason brings you pleasure.

The point of course being that we need to incorporate this overall principle:
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24. If you reject any single sensation, and fail to distinguish between the conclusion of
opinion, as to the appearance awaiting confirmation, and that which is actually
given by the sensation or feeling, or each intuitive apprehension of the mind,
you will confound all other sensations, as well, with the same groundless opinion, so
that you will reject every standard of judgment. And if among the mental images
created by your opinion you affirm both that which awaits confirmation, and that which
does not, you will not escape error, since you will have preserved the whole cause of
doubt in every judgment between what is right and what is wrong.
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