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For the earliest atomists, there was some sense evidence that matter is composed of particles
smaller than we can see, rather than springing out of nothing. Some of it was partial and
indirect, but it wasn't just an idea. Lucretius described a lot of it.

There was _not_ evidence regarding what the smallest particles looked like, at least not that
I've seen so far. That's why both Martin and I said whoa, just a minute, in those sections.

And so far it has held up that when at least some evidence was used for conclusions, those
conclusions have more often stood the test of time, but where only analogy was used, those
conclusions have often been revised.
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