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Quote

JJ, I want to be clear on what I mean about the death penalty issue. I think DeWitt
explains that there were no tests of faith for these rituals, just a duty to participate. I'm
not saying he lied about anything-- I was just referring specifically to attending the
rituals. I think it was brought up as evidence of him having personal religious practices,
and I was saying well, that may not be evidence of a religious practice the way we
would think of it-- hard to know. I'm an atheist and have attended rituals-- I've been to
churches. I don't consider that dishonest!

I understand you perfectly! A similar example would be his compulsory two-year military
service. The fact that he served shouldn't be taken as conclusive of anything philosophically,
since he didn't have a choice.

In general terms, I'm more comfortable saying 'I think Epicurus was wrong about that' than I am
diagnosing his motives. I don't actually like to presume to understand anyone's motives, unless
given very good reason.

In Horace's case we are given good reason; he was a defeated and dispossessed rebel granted
a tenuous clemency, and compelled to sing for his supper. Which is probably why I find him to
be such an interesting character.
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