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Ha! That's a very logical thing to post, but you have hit upon a sensitive area that I want to
immediately comment on even before watching this video (which I don't recall from memory).

Speaking for myself only, I've had significant back and forth discussion with Hiram (leader of
the Society of Epicurus) for many years, and I consider him a friend within the broad meaning
of that word. I wish him success in his Epicurean endeavors, but there are many important
differences in the approach which Hiram has chosen to pursue vs what I and a number of the
other core regulars have chosen to pursue. One way of getting a handle on those differences
would be to review the very long thread here: Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets
of 12/21/19

I will need to watch the video before commenting further, but I think we all should be honest
with ourselves and with each other about our own dispositions. I am personally not well
disposed toward "eastern" philosophies or their cultural aspects, because I associate them in
my mind with viewpoints about life which I find unattractive and which I think conflict with
Epicurean philosophy at very basic levels. Obviously not everyone has the same associations
and same reactions, and it's helpful to everyone to explore and understand differences so as to
better understand the issues and what they think themselves.

I don't like to air my own dispositions any more than necessary, but I do so in this case because
in past years there have clearly been different "camps" among our friends, consisting of those
who are well-disposed toward "eastern cultural symbolism" and those who "are not" (to put it
mildly). I am definitely not the only one in that camp but I probably ought not reference anyone
but myself. So as a general principle of the forum I think our core people have had a consensus
to focus on Greco-Roman/Epicurean material as a means of building our own community,
deemphasizing "eclecticism" in favor of first and primarily highlighting and understanding the
Epicurean tradition.

I want to stress that these comments aren't directed at Susan for posting this or at Hiram for
having the views and methods that he does, but just to set a reminder baseline of some
background history.
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