General Identification of the Argument in "On
Methods of Inference"”

Post by “Elayne” of October 28, 2020 at 11:40 PM

As far as analogy having been a stopping place back then, | should qualify that by saying
sometimes it was. Definitely there were very detailed observations also. But sometimes, at
least in Lucretius, analogy is used to assert a conclusion, and we've seen that many of those
details concluded from only analogy were incorrect. | would use analogy as a hypothesis
generator though.

So far | have not seen a clear example of Epicurus testing a hypothesis by making a prediction
and then seeing if experimental observations fit. If he did, that would be amazing, but | think
that method came about much later.
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