Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Elayne” of October 27, 2020 at 11:23 AM

This is the kind of thing | am talking about. There is strong data about Hyperactive Agency
Detection in humans-- it's not something | made up. It means we have sense evidence that we
assign agency where there is none, and to ignore that tendency is likely to lead us to accept
conclusions about mental experiences that are false. False conclusions could in turn contribute
to life choices not conducive to pleasure. If accuracy of conclusions didn't affect pleasure, the
accuracy wouldn't matter, because mattering is the province of feeling.

So how do we accept any kind of prolepsis as true? We don't, in isolation. We accept it when it's
in accord with the senses or at least does not contradict them. In this case, we have sense data
that this particular type of mental experience can cause false opinions, we would be especially
wary about those specific prolepses. So | think questioning those experiences is entirely
Epicurean. Not cause for saying we are abandoning the philosophy in some way.

Quote from Susan

Quote

...but you suggested that we are hard-wired for animism in a way that deludes
us about the existence or nature of gods, so how could you then accept any
kind of prolepsis as conveying true information?
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