Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 27, 2020 at 7:48 AM

Susan, no, no need to go to through the images material first. | posted that just as my latest
thought to add to the pot. From the point of view of how | have observed the forum to function
best, | think it is always best if someone who is interested in pursuing a topic "strikes while the
iron is hot" and proceeds at whatever pace is comfortable to them. It is much much easier to
edit or comment on a discussion after material is collected, rather than collect material after
time or energy to post it has waned.

So this would be a valuable contribution: 'I would be willing to continue to admass and
categorically organize the quotes we can collect from the literature so that individual topics
could be examined (e.g. piety, spiritual practice, images from the gods, religious festivals,
adoration, etc.), if that would be of value at some point."

I will mention that one problem that has occurred in the distant past, primarily on Facebook and
other locations, is that some people have posted a lot of material from "other traditions"
(primarily eastern) probably from the point of view presuming that they are parallel and
therefore helpful to studying the Epicureans. At some point down the road that is probably
acceptable here too, but | strongly thing it is a good idea for us to focus on the Epicurean
material and analyze it first before going beyond occasional observations on other areas that
don't mention or concern Epicurus.

| don't raise this because you have shown any tendency to do that yourself - you haven't - but
it's come up in the past [not anyone participating in this thread] and caused complaints from
some quarters when there's too much emphasis on details from other viewpoints. Now having
said that, it occurs to me to say that there are probably details in Stoicism, Pythagoreanism,
Platonism, and others that the Epicureans came into contact with themselves that are relevant
to the discussion. But the basic point here is that it has always seemed to me that there is a lot
of raw material from the specifically Epicurean texts that ought to be given priority here first.

After we get a body of content here in the forum about our own Epicurean texts there will be
plenty of time and space to comment on other viewpoints. But it's just kind of weird to have
next to nothing in the forum on the Epicurean texts on divinty, but tons of material on Tibetan
Buddhism or the like =
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