Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 26, 2020 at 7:53 PM

Ha - even after | finished that last post | have one more thing to add.

It is not lost on me at all that in my opinion the force that destroyed Epicurean philosophy and
the rest of the ancient world was "organized religion." Organized religion is clearly a potent and
destructive force in the world, and it can't be just ignored, because apparently it does address a
deep-seated aspect of human psychology that raises questions in this area in which most
people will not accept "l don't know" as an answer. | don't think "agnosticism" can ever be self-
sustaining for that reason. | suspect Epicurus thought that probably the majority of people will
always require some kind of position to be taken in this department, and no matter how much
we might wish otherwise that is likely always to be the case. As a result some kind of organized
response is probably required lest Epicurean communities get steamrolled by the opposition.
That may sound like another "pragmatic" argument, but if it seems that there's some kind of
innate programming that disposes us to address these questions, then it would be irresponsible
or foolhardy to fail to address that if you're working toward setting up a cultural reform
movement like the Epicureans were in many ways doing.
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