Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 26, 2020 at 4:28 PM

OK | have a few minutes to come back to this.

Quote from Susan Hill

These things are real. But if we adopt an epistemology that fundamentally rejects all of
these experiences as valid or valuable, and completely rejects them as a means of
knowledge of the divine or of connection with the divine, then we are rejecting a very
significant proportion of Epicurean doctrine, not to mention human experience. It
leaves no room for further exploration, let alone personal spiritual development.

| do not read anyone as saying that we should, or the texts say to, reject any data from any of
the three legs of Epicurus' canon. | see everything as a question of verifiability combined with
questions that relate to "inference" as discussed in Philodemus. If | read Elayne correctly she is
pointing out that there is a tendency to see organization where it does not exist, but that to me
simply raises the issue that we need to be especially careful to make sure that our conclusions
are well supported.

But there are very deep questions and that is just a superficial comment. It is easy for us to
jump to conclusions about what each other are saying. The best way to avoid
miscommunication is to be very clear.

| suggest we keep going on the details of the texts, and perhaps even after we have identified
enough specific texts and issues, we schedule a special skype call to discuss it.
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