Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 25, 2020 at 4:31 PM

Just so we don't forget the Star Trek analogies, | also want to interject that | have never felt that
the Epicurean position of "no supernatural gods" rules out all sorts of other phenoma, whether
it's "ESP" or whatever. The test of whether something is real is whether it is real - whether it is
testable and verifiable. As | see it, the formula Epicurus was advocating meets the
Platonic/Stoic/Etc position at the very highest level -- there is no supernatural power OVER THE
UNIVERSE. In that sense it's one of those logical positions, like "the universe has no boundary"
that is still controversial today (or at least controversial to people like me who don't want to just
defer to the current generation of astrophysicians). But the proof that the UNIVERSE has no
gods over it, and it was not created or superintended by such a god, is not a limitation that says
that there's nothing between us as humans and the Epicurean gods who have truly reached the
"perfect state" that might be a logical construct as much as it is a physical reality.

| say this of course to further cement my Star Trek credentials that | am prepared to accept
(and think Epicurus would too) that all sorts of things that are strange to us are possible -- but |
demand PROOF of it!.
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