Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 25, 2020 at 4:26 PM

Quote from Susan Hill

Would it be more helpful if | replied to your objections with quotes from our approved
texts?

| think | may have previously commented on this but | strongly think this is the best way to
proceed. There are many questions to which the standard answers are not very satisfying, such
as "What was Lucretius doing in his opening hymn to Venus in book one?" Was it totally,
primarily, secondarily, or not at all a part of his "rimming the cup with honey" just to make a
connection with people who followed the standard religion? | think it's important to have a
position on that, even though | accept that more than one position is possible among people
who are sincerely Epicurean. | don't want to suggest that's the place to start, but any passage
gives us something concrete to work with rather than being totally off the cuff.

As one of the primary proponents of the position that the Epicureans meant what they said
about their theology, I've never been satisfied with the treatment by the commentators (except
for DeWitt, who as Don says can be maddening in his Christianity references) and | do think
that this topic deserves extended exploration.
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