
Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy
Post by “Cassius” of October 25, 2020 at 12:03 PM

Ok we need some input from Godfrey, Don, and Charles , though by listing those I am not by
any means looking to exclude anyone else's comment.

I am in particular thinking that there are many text references in Lucretius, one of which we
touched on briefly in the podcast today, which can be read substantially along the direction
Susan is going, which always strictly conforming to the limitations that Elayne is stressing.

I am particularly thinking too that we ought to systematically go through some of those texts
before any of us commit to strongly to a particular conclusion about any of this.

I know that probably the majority of the instances we need to review are in Lucretius, and are
in the latter parts of the book, and I don't have a command of them. Failing that, I am thinking
that the most reliable guide to these is Chapter 13 - The True Piety.

He starts out by saying:

   

All of which so far I think is absolutely accurate: Epicurus held that gods do exist, but they are
not supernatural. That starting premise can't be violated in anything we conclude from here.

Then he goes further in ways that I expect Susan would approve:
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And since I have high confidence in DeWitt's research and understanding of Epicurus, I have to
give these things credit as well.

From here we have to attack the details.
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