Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 23, 2020 at 12:34 PM

| don't want to turn this into a Nietzsche tangent, but this sentence sounds like a workable
implementation of his "will to power" which superceded the will to "self-preservation." Maybe
that can or should be generalized to "Will to pleasure." Regardless of Nietzsche, it will be a
frequent question as to how the Epicurean view relates to "self--preservation." It is necessary to
have an explanation of why "self-preservation" is not the Epicurean goal, which would include
as a primary example the text that we sometimes give our lives for a friend. DeWitt is onto
something | think in saying that Epicurus was holding "life" to be the ultimate value, but that's
not clear enough. He's almost definitely right though that Epicurus was saying that pleasure
and pain and virtue and everything else have no meaning, except to the living.

Quote

For myself, | might propose a modification to his definition, that a noble person is one
who has chosen to form themselves into a self they take pleasure in.
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