Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Elayne” of October 23, 2020 at 12:22 PM

That's definitely relevant! A couple of thoughts... first, he sticks to what a noble human is. Not a
universal quality for all beings, but a species he knows about and is one of. Then he ties the
definition to a feeling, specifically the feeling of reverence, which keeps it from being abstract.
If accepted as a definition, it makes the word "noble" useful for communication, whereas an
idealistic use results in confused communication.

To be fully pleasure filled, | think a human would need to experience pleasure about their own
self. Thinking about ourselves, our actions, our personalities-- if that is painful, how can we be
pleasure filled?

I am not sure every human finds reverence to be an indispensable pleasure, rather than one
variation of mental pleasure-- | mean that a lack of that feeling probably doesn't universally
cause pain. But | do agree it is one of my own pleasures. I'm not sure if | feel it towards myself--
but | do feel pleasure about myself. And when | notice a feature of myself that | don't like, | set
about to change it.

For myself, | might propose a modification to his definition, that a noble person is one who has
chosen to form themselves into a self they take pleasure in. There's an aspect of us that
reflects upon our own nature, as if we are judging ourselves to be a friend or a foe, a hero or
anti-hero. If a person takes pleasure in knowing that she is patient, she might practice patience
so she can enjoy both being patient and experiencing herself as patient.
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