Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of October 23, 2020 at 10:59 AM

Quote from Cassius

Awe is something we find agreeable, anything we find agreeable is a pleasure, so awe
still fits within the context of "pleasure as the ultimate good."

| can imagine that someone might object and saying we're playing a word game with "pleasure"
here, and that we are being inconsistent because we aren't supposed to like or approve of word
games.

| think Epicurus's response would be to say that ultimately this particular observation is not an
endless serious of word reductionism, but in this case "pleasure" reduces to a "feeling" which is
primary and which cannot be second-guessed and must be accepted as a foundational premise
for which no proof is needed.

To the extent there is any accuracy in the accusation that this is a word game, part of the
response would be that "they started it" when the opposition first suggested that "logos" or
words in themselves were the foundation of how we should live. Epicurus in pointing to
"pleasure" as the ultimate good was just showing people the way to unwind that false
contention of the Platonists and so many others, and to get back to the ultimate reality of
everything that matters to us, which is not "words" but "feeling."
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